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INTRODUCTION 

TO THIS PIB8T AMBBICAK EOITIOK. 

Thomas Wiz.son, D* D. LL* D. the author of 
tM& woik^ was a bishop of tndy ^iptimitire charaiv 
ter. Unandiitious of worldly hottours^ he aspired at 
no higher eminence, than to be a faitibfiil minister 
of Jesus Christ It was Qot without it^peated so* 
licitation, that he accepted tiie bishoprio Gt Sodiir 
and Man in 1696« He eaily founded parochial li^ 
braries through the island ; and in 1703 obtained 
a law for his Ecclesiastical GoimtitfitionSy in 
reference to which, lord <;hancdlor King declared^^ 
tiiat if the ancient discipline of the church were lost 
in England, it could be r^overed in all its purity is 
the Isle of Man. Though his income was moderate«L 
lie largely coi^buted to the reUef of the^poor andr 
helpless ; and was respected and bdoved as th^ 
father and Mend of the islanders. Having <' made 
full proof of his ministry'' by his faithful laboun^ 
and highly exemplary life, he expired in 1T55, in 
tbe 95d year of his age, and 5ath year of his conse- 
cration. 

He appears to have been zealous and active in 
promoting the diiibsion of religious knowledge in 
bis own wi ia foreign countries. In ±699 he pub* 



lisbed the Principles and Doties of Cfari^ttanityt fin^ 
fhe use of the island, in Manks^ the first book ever 
]Hinted in that langMage. He also fernied the plan 
for translating tlie Bible into the .Manks language, 
iiduch proceeded under him to the end of tibe Oos^ 
jpels, and was finished by his successor Hiddesley. 
Hkt works are in two Tplumes, folio, consisting of 
religious tracts and sermons^ and a %hort histoid of . 
the Isle of Man. He was a member of The Sodetif 
Jbr pr<^agating the €h»pd m Formgn Fmis^ and of 
3Ae Society fir promoting Ckrisiiim KmwU^ ai 
borne ; to which two Societies he originaBy dedicate 
ed tiie following Essay. 

This work was composed at the request of 
Jambs OoxB'rBOJBtFB/Esquire^with a partieular iriew 
to the propagation of the Gospel among the Indians 
smd Negroes in Georgia. Beside the numerou* 
En^sh editions through which it has passed, it 
was translated into French^ and printed at Geneva 

This American editicm was begun to be copied 
from the second London edition ; but, on a compare 
ison of that with the eighth, the improvements- in 
this last appeared so great, that they were immediate- 
ly adopted. These improvements consist chiefly in 
the addition of a prayer to each Dialogue, and a 
much larger ex^anation of the Lord^s Prayer and 
Ten Commandments. The << Select Scriptures and 



Frayers,'* annexed to the English edition^ are ourit- 
ted in this ; also^ some pai:ts of the Author's Pre« 
fSttce, and a part ortbe original title page ;^ saiA, in 
the Dialogues, Siquirer is substituted for Indian. 
These omissions, with a very few verbal alterations^ 
not affecting the general character or utility of tiie 
work, may render it more unexceptionable to some 
4?] asses frf'readers, for whose benefit it is republished. 
Bishop Wixsoir has been said to be, among his 
contemporaries, what John was among the apostles* 
He ai^ars, indeed, to have eminently possessed 
the spirit of « the disciple whom Jesus loved." His 
writings are, in sentiment, evangelical and practical^ - 
in spirit, pious and benevolent ; in style, simple and 
])eispicHous* This wobk, for the importance of its 
de^gn, and the judgment with which it is execut- 
ed, has been deserve^y celebrated in Europe Mid 
America. No book, of human composition, it is ap- 
prehended, is better adapted to the use of Sodetits 
far propagating the Gospel. May the blessing of 
Gmi accompany this first impression of it in the 
country, for whose native inhabitants, principally, it 
was <»*iginally composed. 

• To our title page was, originally added: "Or, An Essay 
" towards an Instruction for the Ikdiams ; which wiU likewise 
'*be of use to all such who are called Cbbistians, but have not 
f* veil considered the meixning of tlie Riusimr they profess : Qr/< 
^ who prqfeu to kwm Gon^ bat in work9 do dgng Him*** 
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It the following essay doth m any measure answer Itft 
title and design^ the reader must kiiow> that it was; 
thnrngli Qod's dkection and blessing, owing to a shorty 
but Ytpf entertaining conrersation, which^ the author, and^ 
aome other gentlemen^ had with the honourable and Wor- 
thy- getierai Oglethorpe, concerning the condition, temperi 
asui genius of the Incfians in the neighbourhood of Geor«' 
gia, and those parts of America ; who, as he assured us^ 
9ite a tractable people, and more capable of behig civiliz- 
edj and of receiving the truth of religion, than we are- 
generally made to believe ; if some hindrances were re» 
moved, and proper measures taken to awaken in them vt 
sense oftheir true interest, and of their unhappy condition, 
while they continue in their present smte. 

And indeed that most worthy gentleman's great and" 
generous concern for both the present and future interest 
of those nations^ and his earnest desire and endeavours, 
so well known, to civilize them first, and make them men 
capable of instruction, in the ways of religion and civil 
government, and his hearty wishes, that something might 
be done to forward such good purposes, prevailed with 
the author^ however indifferently qualified for such a 
work) to set abdut the following essay, for propagating 
^e gospel among the Indians and Negroes. 

And though this may be thought a very diffictilt work, 
yet God) who would ha-ae all men to be saved^ and to come 
to the knowledge of the truthjoait iit in Jesus^hzXhi pur- 
suant to his gracious^ demgn, made all men capable of re- 
ceiving such a measure of Chribtian knowledge, as* will 
be sufficient for their salvation. 

2 



XIV 

Aceordiogly some instances -may be given of heathens 
in the darkest corners of the earth, who have, even at 
this day, been awakened and converted, by the bles&ing of 
God upon the labours and conversation of some very mod- 
erately leaiiied, but pious Christians. These honest and 
well meaning Christians, by their good examples, and pa- 
tience in explaining the great truths of the gospel, have 
engaged men of very brutish passions, and such as before 
vreTc supposed to be of an unconquerable ig^rance, not 
only to acknowledge the true Ood ; and his Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; but also jcmi with them in endeavorn'oig 
to convince and convert others. And how thisgraiaof 
inustard-seed may grow, and increase, and spread^ God 
icxily knows : but blessed are they that have sown it I 

As to this performance, the author will say litde in its 
defence ; whatever are its defects, he hopes these may set 
some better hands at work, to perfe<H what hath be^ here 
attempted* AikI if even that good be done by it, the au- 
thor will be very thankful to God for having enabled him 
in any measure to promote a work of such importance, as 
is the salvation of souls, wluch Jesus Christ hath purchas- 
ed with his most precious blood. 

There have been, it is true, many excellent books p«ib- 
Ushed, which give a larger and more learned account of 
the Christian religion ; but then some of these have been 
written in a style above the capacity of the less learned, 
.and others mixed with controversies, improper for such 
a wod^.as being too apt to distract the minds of both 
teachers, and .learners, and to divert them from attending 
^o the great and saving truths of Christianity. 

It will easily be seen,«that the author's talent doth not 
lie that way. He has taken what care he could, to give 
no offence to any serious Christian, who may have differ- 
ent sentiments fromiiimself ; and to express his thoughts 
interms suited to the meanest capacity. And indeed he 
liiath .failed of his purpose, if jtbe. truths here i^commend- 
cdhave not been made plain, «v€n to the understanding 
of an Indian, who ahskll-be desirous to learn, and i^^^spos- 
'Cd for eternal life. 

His chief aim was, to follow the example of our^reat 
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l^lastcr, by giviog instructions suitable to tlio present ne- 
cessity ami strength of such as were to receive thetn. 

And if thii short and plain instruction may but serve 
for a sort of index or common place of tlic heads that are 
proper to be insisted on, and which may be more largely 
explained, it will be of some use to such missionaries, or 
others, as shall think it worth their while to consult it. 

Ikid this essay been intended for the sole use of heath- 
ens, many things mit^ht have been omitted ; but when one 
secs^even amongst Christians of almost all denominations, 
too many, who, with respect either to knowledge or prac- 
tice, are not much better than heathess, who. understand 
not why they are called Christians, or what need they 
httve of a Saviour ; but, as the apostle describes the then 
pagan world, are without Christ, expecting no benefits 
irom lus sacrifice, and therefore without hofie^ and wUhovt 
God in the worid:^-'\J^fm this mournful consideration, it 
was thought proper to add many things, which, through 
the blessing of God, in the hands of weli-iBeaning and 
tinderstanding Christians, might be of use ta awaken such 
miserable and unthoughtful people. 

With respect to the nnanner of the peiformance, as the 
Holy Spirit by Moses did not begin the history of the crea* 
tion, nor St. Paul the conversion of the .Gentiles, xpith 
firoqfi of the being of God^ supposing, that every man, 
who had the use of reason^ would acknowledge that there 
must of necessity be such a being ; it was not thought i)e« 
cessary nor convenient to begin tiiese instructions with 
such proofs, which might confound, and have often stag- 
gered, the faith of simple men. . 

There may be in the Christian world, atheists, at least 
such as would wish there were no God^to punish them 
for their wicked lives; but we have no certain accouQty 
that there are any such amongst tlie heathens. The very 
Hottentots, who are supposed to be the dullest of mankind, 
even these, as we have been infi)rmed by such as have 
been amongst them, do very naturally appeal to One, who 
is above those who do injuriously treat them. And we 
have lately been told, that some of these very people have 
|>een awakened^ and converted to the Christian &ith. 
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^he proofs of the Christian religiod, raadcnise of m 
tills «ssay, are not founded upon such arguments as are 
above the capacities and reasonings of plain and unlearn* 
ed people, but upon what they know and feel within them- 
selves; upon the corruption of human nature; their 
proneness to evil ; the fears that attend such a sad state ; 
and upon the experience of their own utter inability to de- 
liver themselves out of this state of bondage ; ai^umcDts 
which every thoughtful man, though ever so unlearned^ 
if awakened, feels the force ot. 

And such convictions as these will very naturally lead 
men to desire, and consequently close with, any reasona- 
ble proposal of a way to free them from such doubts an^ 
fears ; and dispose them to embrace such arguments a& 
shall be brought to prove the truth and the blessing of 
Christianity* 

Indeed the coRversion of the heathens may appear, at 
first sight, a very discouraging undertaking, ccmsiderkig 
the many difficulties such a work is like to meet ivith. 
But God, whose kingdom ruleth over all, having given 
hia Son the heathen for his inheritancty and the utmost 
parts of the earth for his fiosseeaion ; and having assured 
\18, that all the ends of the earth shall rememher them^ 
selves J and turn unto the Lord-; as he is able, so he will 
most certainly perfect tlus in his own good tira^, and by 
such instruments, as shall be most proper for ac^Qippli^ 
iiig th|s great event. 

But wh^her the churches of the Gentiles, which at 
present are so far depaited, not only from the aseal and 
practice, but many of them from the truths of primitive 
Christianity, so that even themselves want to be convert- 
ed ; whether these shall be made the- instruments > of so 
^torious a work, is much to be doubted ; or whether, 
tt^hen the times qf the Gentiles shall he fulfilled^ Luke 
xxi. 24. that is, as the learned Grottus understands that 
prophecy, when God*s patience and long-suffering with 
the churches of the Gentiles^ whom* when he rejected the 
Jews, he made his peculiar people, sftall be at an end^ and 
they shall have filled uft the measure of their sins ; 
whether God will not then look upon his everlasting cp¥- 
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enant with Abraham and his seed, Genes, xvii. 7. and 
cause the Jews to be ccmverted) and make them the instru* 
ments of publishing the gospel to all the nations of thci 
wbrld^ amongst whom his providence hath already scat- 
tered them. This seemed to the very learned Mr. Joseph 
Mede no improbable supposition.* 

lie supposeth St. Paul's conversion to i>e a type of 
the calling of the Jews, when their tribulation and long 
dispersion shall be ended ; and that the same almighty pow- 
er and grace, which converted him, and from a most bitter 
enemy and persecutor of Jesus Christ and his church, 
made him an apostle -and preacher of the gospel to the 
the^ Gentile world, can, if God thinks fit, and after the 
like mainner, make the Jews, though ever so great ene- 
mies to Christ at present, preachers of the gos/iel^ to the 
yet unconverted nations ; and endow them, as he did St. 
Paul, with sufficient powers, to convince and convert all 
such as are disifiosed /or eternal Hfe. 

But this must be as it shall please God. In the mean 
time, whoever among Christians feareth Ood, and loveth 
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, caiiiiot but desire and 
endeavour, that all nations may come to the knowledge of 
tlieir Maker and Redeemer, and adore and glorify them. 

This is indeed what every Christian prays for, when he 
says, thy kingdom come ; but to how little purpose, if he 
d6es not, by some acts of his own, and as far as God hath 
put it into every man's power, endeavour to gather and 
increase the number of Christ's subjects, and enlarge his . 
kingdom, by the conversion of the yet unbelieving nations. 

We know it will be natural for people to ask, what can 
be done by most men, more than to pray, that such as sit 
in darkness, and in the shadow of death, may be delivered, 
by what ways God shall think fit ? More, much more, 
most certainly, may be done, by almost all good Chris- 
tians, towards the promoting of so glorious a work, were 
they only to remove the stumbling blocks which lie in the 
way of the heathens, and hinder their conversion. 

* Mr. Mede's works, foL Book V. ch. 2. See there his rewons 

at large, 

a* 



For instance ; it cannot but be acknowledged wlUx 
shaatie and sorrow^ that th^ little ptogress whieh the g69- 
pel hath made among the Indians and Negroes bi the 
western parts of the world, hath m a great measure been 
owing to the bad lives of many of those Christians with 
whom they have so long Conversed : for let the missiomt-- 
ries, or any other good Christian, say ever so many true 
and afifbcting things of the excellency of Christianity, and 
the blessings attending it ; those people will always judge 
of the religion so zealously recommended to them, by the 
lives of the generality of those who profess it ; which, if 
Wicked, give such a wound to Christianity, as all the ar^tt-^ 
tnents to recommend it cannot heal. 

If those poor people, instead of seeing the good fruits 
of the holy laith and religion proposed to them, shall see 
little or nothing but a general corruption of manners ; such 
as intemperance^ injustice, covetousness, oppression, a 
love of pleasures and all worldly delights, a want of com- 
passion for their fellow creatures, hati'ed, malice, and 
revenge, it will be almost impossible to reconcile them 
to a religion, which hath no better effects upon its profes- 
sors ; or to make them fear a God who suffers his Worship- 
pers to do such things, and break with impunity those 
laws, which they say he hath given them for the conduct 
of their lives. 

Heathens can reason as well as Christians, in matters of 
so natural a consequence, and will make this plain cOn* 
elusion ; that if such Christians as they converse with, do 
really hope, as they pretend, to be happy when they die, 
no persons need be much concerned hoW they live here, 
tor fear being miserable hereafter. 

Such men as these would do well to consider the sad 
doom pronounced by the Son of God against those who 
give this offetice, and thereby occasion the loss of so ina- 
ny souls. 

All Christians, who live in the neighbourhood of the hea- 
thens, ought to conclude, that they are placed there by a 
Special Providence, who doth nothing by chance, or in 
vain, to give those people an opportunity of coming to the 
knowledge of the true and only Godj and by their in- 



stnitti^e tbhV^fsationi atid good Uv6s> to dispose theifi fo 
teeeiTe the goH>el, that they imj be s^tad^ that God ftiay 
be gionBed^and his kingdom eiilkrged) iznif hi^ litiMe bt^ 
comt t^ttelltni in nit the tarth. 

Then indeed those heathens \^ill have treason toAajr^ 
what Moses supposed the nations i^ouW say of the Israel^ 
ites: Surety theaenre avfise anddn undetn'tandiing /leoftte^ 
taho /lave Hie Lord so nigh unto thttn^ in Ail they call ttjfi» 
9nhim fbf; and ^hat nation ie there so great ^th4tt hath 
»tatut€B and judgments so Hghte^us ? 

It was certainly for such gf eat ends as these, that Jo** 
Aeph fitst, and afterwards Jacobs and his Whole family. 
Were brought into Egypt by unforeseen fii»oVidence^, that 
the Egyptian nation, which was given altogether to idola^^ 
try, might have a favourable opportunity of coming to flie 
knowledge of the true and only God. 

For this reason also it was, thaj: the satnfe providence of 
Gocl, who alone can bring good outof evU, did afterwards 
punish the sins of his own people, by sending them cap- 
tives into Babylon \ and at the same time that he punished 
them, and effectually cured them of the sin of worshipping 
idols, he gave their conquerors a nifcrciful occasion of 
coming to the knowledge of himself, and of hife gloriOuS 
attributes; and by the wonderful miracles which he pub- 
licly wrought, delivering his feithful servants, Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego, from death, he gave 
tnany natidns and kingdoms sufficient reasons to see 
the folly of their absurd and stupid idolatry, when theit* 
very kings were forced to declare, that there was no God 
but the God of Israel, who was able to deliver after that 
manner ; and forbad all the people of their dominions to 
speak any thing amiss against the God Who could do such 
wonders. 

And how earnestly is it to be wished, that such Chris- 
tians, who by the same Providence, and by various ways, 
have been sent atuohgst the heathens in these latter days, 
would sedoiisly consider, what great good or evil they 
are capable of doing, by their virtuous or viciotis behav- 
iour^ tlie one hardening them in their unbelief^ the other 
disposing them to yeceive the gospel \ 



As to tfa« Negroes) surefy the only righteous recom» 
pense that can be made them for having been forced from 
their native country into a strange land, and for their la* 
hours there, will be to endeavour to bring them to the 
knowledge and worship of the true Grod, the God of the 
9fiirU8 qfalljleahj who would huve all men to be 9aved^ 
and with whom is no rcafiect of fierBona, 

For though it should be allowed to be a blesshig for 
these ignorant, rude, and uncivilized people, to^be brought 
into. a country where tbey may be supposed in time to be 
qualified to receive instructions of every kind, both for the 
benefit of society, and for the salvation of Uieir own souls ; 
yet it would be great barbarity and injustice, to make a 
gain forever of theirs and their children's labours, and nei- 
ther to take care of their religlbus instruction themselves, 
nor contribute to the support of those who do this charit- 
able work for them. This would shew too plainly, that 
the labours and profit of their slaves are mote valued by 
their masters, than the glory of God, or than their own, 
or their servants' souls ; forgetting that they themaelvea 
have a Master in heaven. 

But the true way, which all wise and good masters 
will take with their servants, and which will recommend 
themselves and their labours to the blessing and protection 
of God, is, to endeavour that they may have the ties of 
religion and conscience, to oblige them to be faithful, 
peaceable, and contented with their condition. And no- 
body ought to question, but that these people are as capa- 
ble of receiving religious instructions, as any other gen- 
tiles, or even as we ourselves were, when the gospel was 
first preached to us. And they who insinuate, to the re- 
'proach of our Lord, and the power of his grace, that the 
conversion of the Negroes will either be impossible, or be 
of no advantage to their masters, have much more to an- 
swer for, than they seem to imagine or to apprehend. 

And those masters who grudge their servants time suf- 
ficient for their instruction in the way of life and happiness, 
and compel them to profane the Lord's day, in procur- 
ing necessaries for their support, in direct opposition to 
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God's command) given in comims^ion both to man jttid 
beast ; such masters have do reascxi to expect the bleB&* 
ings of either this world or the next. 

These are some of the obstacles which lie in the way 
of the conversion of the Negroes and Indians, and cause 
that glorious work to go on so slowly. And certainly 
they who are concerned to remove them, and who do not, 
will be looked upon as enemies to God, and his Chrisk^ 
and as such sliall be treated at the last day. 

The want of missionaries, both for number and xjualifi- 
cations, to undertake so difficult a work, is another reasosi 
which delays their conversion, and is greatly to be llpi* 
mented. These cannot be hoped for, without a suita:ble 
encouragement. 

In order to this, it pleased God to put it into the hearts 
of our Princes, to establish by a charter a Boot- 

XTT FOR. PtlOTAGATINO THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS, 

wtuch Imlh hitherto been encouraged and keptufp ^ 
many worthy, but voluntary, subscriptions and benefac- 
tions. Andmnu Qod increase their numbtr^ and Me99 
the substance of all such benefactors I But experience 
lath convinced those who aa-e chiefly concerned in carry- 
ing on this good work, that a much greatet income than 
they have yet had will be necessary to supply the num- 
ber of missionaries that arc 'wanted, and every day pray- 
ed for, by such people as are well disposed, but not able 
of themselves to maintain such as may instruct them. 

In the mean time we hope, and have reason to expect, 
that this excellent undertaking, in which the glory of 
God, and the good of men, are sp nearly concerned, will 
meet with still more and greater encouragement from 
Christians of all denominations, when they cofisider th« 
obligations upon every one to put to their helping hand, 
according to their ability, as a proof of their iove for <)ttr 
Lord Jesus Christ, and of their zealous concert! fof re- 
ligion. 

And in the first places our Lord, who himself hath or- 
dained, that they which preach the gosfiel should live of 
the jffosfiely will surely expect, that such as cannot in 
their own persons, and by their own Jaljours, preach the 
gospel to the heathen, and to such Christians as a^ dei- 
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titute of netessary instfuction, and not able to xnalutaln 
persons qualified to perform divine offices amongst thenir ; 
should, according to their ability, contribute to the com- 
fortable subfiistence of those missionaries, who are sent 
in person hy the Society, to preach the gospel. 

And how any man, though not obliged by human laws, 
can excuse himself before God, if he withholds his pro- 
portion, will be worth the consideration of such as enje^ 
more than enough, for their own and their families com- 
fortable and decent subsistence, and for the poor and 
necessitous under their peculiar care 5 especially when 
every benefactor has good reason to be satisfied, that his 
contribution will not be misapplied, which is often the 
pretence of covetousness, when men are resolved to wf/A- 
^ Aold what ig due^ though it ia in the fiower of their hand 
./o^-ivfjProv. iii.27. 

Next to the clergy, those gentlemen are under an in- 
dispensable obligation to support and encourage this eit- 
. cellent work, who draw great riches from the labours qf 
the Negroes, and from the nations and countries of the 
Indians. 

It is hoped, in short, that all people who value the blessing 
of an ingenuous and Christian education, will countenance 
this work, some by their assistance, all by their prayers : 
especially when they consider, that this very state of 
darkness, and deplorable ignorance, must have been our 
own case to this day, had not God in mercy sent mission- 
aries to instruct the generations before us. 

And although there are many Christians, wlio differ in 
opinions from one another, sometimes in matters of little 
moment ; yet sure, all such as agree in the great and sav- 
ing truths of the gospel, will unite to weaken the power 
of satan, who still exerciseth his malice over so great 
a part of mankind. 

And it will be a prevailing motive to endeavour this,. 
trhen we consider how far this charity may extend ; for 
as we ourselves do now enjoy the blessings and fruits of 
their charitable labours, who so long since preached the 
gospel to these nations, so we have reason to hope and 
believe, that the miserable countries and people we are 
now concerned for, will in God*s g^ood time and by his bless- 
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Ing upon this Society, be praising God in the ages to cooie^ 
for having touched our hearts with a sense of their fore- 
fathers' miserable condition, and helped them out of it» 

These, and the like considerations^ will, one would 
hope, prevail with all such well disposed Christians, as 
shall come to the knowledge of this Society, to enable it to 
send and encourage missionaries, sufficient for so great 
and extensive an undertaking, and such as are endued 
with a truly Christian spirit, and with a prudent zeal for 
the glory of God, and the salvatioti of men. And indeed, 
if this is not to honour God with our substance, yre shall 
be at a loss to find a better way. 

In the mean time it must not be forgotten, that every 
pious andunderstandiQg Christian^ who by the providence 
of God is placed among the heathens, or is any way con- 
^^erned with them, may be capable, in some measure of 
becoming a missionary, and may receive, at least from 
God, a missionary's reward ; by disposing such people to 
bethink themselves, why they were sent into the worlds 
and what may become of them when they leave it# . 

For example, every such serious Qhjri&tiari may, in his 

conversation with heathens, endeavour to convince themy 

that the gods they worship are indeed evil spirits, which 

will be their ruin forever, if they do not renounce 

and forsake them : That they are these evil spirits whicli 

lead them, and all wieked men, to do such things as an 

Jholy and good God must be displeased with, and which 

he hath declared he will punish most severely in the life 

"wiiich is to come* He can further inform them, that the 

God we worship is he, who made us, and all the world; 

that he is most worthy of their love, and their obedience, 

since he hath commanded nothing but what is^Tleeessary 

for our good ; that he would have all men, without respect 

of. persons, tobe happy ; and that he will make all men 

happy, who will do what he hath commanded them. 

At the same time he can let them know, that this great 

and holy God is -greatly to be feared above. all things, by 

such as do not obey his commands ; so that they ought 

not .to be easy, till they know how to obtain Jbispardon^ 

and to1>e restored to his favour. . ^ 
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that our God and Maker hath heen so exceeding good 
and kind, as to send his oMm Son from heayen to make 
himself, and his will, known unto men ; to teach them 
bow they ought to live so as to please their Maker ; and 
how they may be restored to his favour, when ikey shall 
hayo done any thing to displease him : and (to make us 
all more s^entive to these truths) that the Son of God' did 
assure us Christians, that this is not the only world and Efe 
iwe are all made for, but that there Is another world after 
this ; and that the present life is only a state of trial, which 
is designed to fit us for a much better life, if w^ are not 
wanting to ourselves* For God hath assured us, by thia 
le» Son, that he hath determined to raise sdi men that 
have ever lived, to life again, to call them to an accoimt, 
and to judge them either to happiness or misery, as they 
shall have deserved ; and that all such as have obeyed 
Qi>d and led good lives, or who, being sensible that they 
have done evil, have truly repented of it, shall be happy 
forever; but that such, whether heathens or Chrstians, as 
have led careless and wicked lives in this world, and have 
not truly repented, and amended their ways, shall he 
doomed to everlasting fire. 

By such hints as these, and a thousand other truths^ 
which the good Spirit of God will put into the hearts of 
such pious Christians as love God, and' desire to have him 
known and glorified, it will be proper to raise in their 
minds a fear for themselves, and a desire to know more 
of the will of God ; to know what they must believe, and' 
how they must live, so as they may be happy when they 
die. 

And now if any thing in the following essay shall be of 
use, either to such well disposed people as we have been 
speaking of, or toany of the missionaries sent by the Society, 
or to those Christians, who have hitherto lived without fear 
of what must come hereafter ; in a word, if it may serve 
in the least degree to enlarge the kingdom of God, which 
we daily pray for, let all the praise be to him, for whose 
glory it was undertaken, and who by the weakest means 
can, when he pleases, do the greatest good. 
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THE 

KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE 

OF 

CHRISTIANITY 

MADE EASY TO THE MEANEST CAPACITIES. 



DIALOGUE I. 

Inquirer^ AV^hy are you so earnest in persuading 
me to become a Christian ? 

Miaaionary. Because I know for certain, that it is the 
only way to preserve you from misery, and to make you 
happy both here and hereafter. 

Ing, I will be very thankful if you will be so kind as to 
explain to me what you say concerns me so very much. 

Mias, That I will most freely do ; for my heart's desire 
is, that all persons may have the same knowledge of God, 
and his will, as we Christians have ; and besides, by in- 
structing you, I myself shall be a very great gainer. 

Inq, I do not understand what you mean by that. 

Miaa, I will tell you then. The great God, whom we 
Christians worship, he who made the world and all things 
in it, and J» whoae handa our breath and life ia^* and who 
would have all his creatures to be happy, he has promised 
an exceeding great reward to all such as shall endeavour 
to make him, and his glorious perfections, and his most 
gracious purposes, known unto men, especially to such 
unhappy people as you, who know not for what end you 
were made, and sent into this world ; who know not what 
duties you owe to your Maker, nor on what conditions he 
will keep you from misery, and make you forever happy 
when you die. 

• Dan. v. 23. 

3 
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Int/, Be pleased then to tell me what you know more 
than we do, concerning the God you worship; for "we 
know and believe that there must be some great Power 
above us, who made us, and does govern all things here 
below. 

Miss, But we Christians know much more of that great 
Power above, than youi in your present state of ignorance, 
can possibly do. We were indeed once as ignorant of hiniy 
(and of our most unhappy condition on that account,) as 
you now are ; but he has been so good as to noiake him« 
self and his will known to us, to our very great comfort 
and happiness ; and we cannot but desire that every one 
may be as happy as all true Christians are in knowing their 
Maker's will, and honouring him, as reasonable creatures 
ought to do. 

Inq. May I ask you one thing ?— Why did not that good 
Being, whom you call your God, make all this known to 
us as well as to you ? 

Miaa. I must tell you once for all, that we poor crea- 
tures ought not to expect, that the great God should give 
us an account of every thing he has thought fit to do. It 
is enough for us to know for certain, that he is good and 
just in every thing he does, or permits to be done.* And 
be assured, that, sooner or later, every tongue shall con- 
fess and every soul acknowledge, the justice and equity 
of God's proceedings with mankind. At present it con- 
cerns you much more to know what we Christians believe 
of God and his will, according to the account which he 
Wmself hath given us. 

Inq, This, Sir, is what I now desire you to instruct 
tne in. 

Miss. That I will most gladly do ; for the knowledge 
and belief of God, is the fouiidation of all true religion, 
and of the happiness of men. 

First then we know the -God we serve to be the most 
perfect of all beings ! and that there is no other God be- 
side to be feared, loved, or worshipped. - 

That it is he who made the world ; and that he pre- 
serves, and governs, and orders all things by his wonder- 
ful wisdom and power. 

* 

* Job zxxiil. 13. 
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That amongst other creatures he made man to be partak- 
er of his happiness; in order to which, he gave hira rea- 
son, that he might understand, and adore, and obey his 
Maker. 

And that men might know him more perfectly, and 
love and fear him as they ought, he has given an ac- 
count of his government of the world ever since he made 
it. By which account it appears, that he is Almighty, i. e. 
is able to do weatever he thinks fit : that he is exceeding 
wise, and good, and just; and therefore can command 
nothing but what is for our advantage ; and will miost 
surely reward or punish such as comply with or disobey 
his laws. We thereby also know, that he is a most holy 
Being, and has ever been displeased vifith evil men. He 
is also most kind and compassionate to those, who, having 
offended him, are tiuly sorry for it, and return to their 
duty 2 That he sees and knows all the actions of men> 
whether good or bad; and that even our very thoughts 
are known to him : That he not only knows things past 
and present, but even all things which shall ever happei> 
hereafter t Lastly, that he is most faithful ta his word, so» 
that whatever he has promised he will most surely 
make good ; and whatever he has threatened, he will a» 
surely execute. 

Jnq, 1 confess this account of the great and good God 
seems most agreeable to reason ; now you have put met 
upon considering it so particularly. 

Miss. But there are other truths of the greatest mo- 
ment, which God has also in that account made known to> 
us, and which our reason could never have clearly dis-» 
covered ; such as these that follow : That there will be 
another life after this ; and that the true happiness or 
misery of men will not be fully known till after they are 
dead. 

Ing, Till after they are dead, Sir ! Why, do you Chris* 
tians really know what shall become of men after they 
are dead ? 

Miss, Yes, we do, and that most certainly. We know 
that this short life is only a life or state of trials in order 
to mend our corrupt nature, that we may be fit for a muoh 
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better world when we die ; and be forever happy there^ 
if we behave ourselves as we should do, while we live 
here. For God has made known to us, tJiat after death 
the souls of all good people go to a place of rest, and 
peace, and happiness ; and the souls of wicked people to 
a place of sorrow and misery, there to remain till the 
end of this world, and the day of judgment. 

Inq, Pray, what do you mean by the end of the world, 
and by the day of judgment ? 

MUa* Why, God has assured us, that this world shall 
have an end ; that then there will be a resurrection of the 
dcady both of the juBt and unjust^* hoih of good and bad 
men ; that all who have ever lived shall then be rais- 
ed to life, and give an account for whatever they have done 
in this world, whether good or evil : and that such as 
have done good shall be made happy forever ; and such 
as have done evil, that isr, have led wicked lives, and have 
not repented in due time, shall be forever miserable. 

Inq, These indeed are truths wHGhv^^^^ife'«^''noJ^ing 
of; and if they be really true, it certairdy concerns^iie, 
and every man living, to think^of^lhetif^in good earnest, 
and to order his life accordingly. Btit let me ask you, 
Do all you Christians know these things, and believe them 
to be true ? 

Misa* It is at the peril of their souls, if they do not. 
But I know why you ask that question, and I promise to 
answer and satisfy you upon that head hereafter. In the 
mean time, it is certainly your best and wisest way to take 
care of youself, in an affair of the highest importance to 
you ; and not to neglect this opportunity, which God of 
his mercy and goodness gives you by me, of coming to 
the knowledge of your Maker, and of the duties you owe 
to him, to yourself, and to all others, lest they should be 
hereafter forever hid from you, to your eternal ruin and 
destruction. 

Inq, I hope I shall take your good advice. But in the 
mean time will you give me leave to ask you, How did 
God make these things known unto you Christians ? 

Miss. That you shall know in due time ; for you can- 

 Acts xxiv. 15. 
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not know all things at once. Aad these few truths only 
I have told you, at this time, that you may know and con* 
sider what you have to do ; that you may in good earnest 
desire to be further taught, afld told how you may be for- 
ever happy, (if it is not your own fault,) and how you may 
avoid the danger and misery which you and all men ara 
exposed to, who are not very seriously concerned for their 
own safety. For once and again I must assure you, ^^ 
certain as there is a God, that you and every man living 
shall be happy or miserable when they die. TVe i here/ore 
f knowing' these things^ and that we must ail afifiear be* 
fore the judgment's eat of Gody and receive a sentence 
according to what we have done in the bodt/j whether it 
be good or bad :J* We knowing these things, endeavour 
to persuade men to be afraid for tliemselves, and to live 
here so as to escape being miserable hereafter. 

What therefore I would recommend to you at present^ 
(for I would not overburden your memory at once,) is this^ 
that you woilld pray to God to give you an heart disposed 
to hearken to the truth ; for hie has promised to enlighten 
the understanding, and open the hearts, of those who hum- 
bly and devoutly pray to him for his direction and assis*^ 
lance* 

Inq. I hope I shall follow your advice ; and I believe; 
I shall hardly forget the things you have told me. 

Miss. Farewell for the present ; and may God keep 
you in this good disposition, and give you a teachable tem* 
per. 



DIALOGUE n. 

Of the corruption of our nature^ 

Li^uirer^ I am come again, kind Sir, for your further in- 
struction. Your last words have made me very thought^ 
ful and uneasy, when you told me with so much earnest- 
ness, that h^afifiiness or misery will be the certain portiot^ 
of every one after death. 

• 2 Cor v. 11, 
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Missionary. I told you nothing but the truth ; and I am 
not sorry for your uneasiness ; since that may prove in its 
consequence the greatest blessing of your life. 

Ing» I do not understand how that can be. 

Miae. But this you can easily understand, ihat they 
who are xvholcy and think themselves in no danger^ will 
not look out for help, ; but they that are sicky and ill at 
eascy will be glad oj advice^ and will be afit to follow it ;* 
•when once you aresensible that of yourself you are an ig- 
norant, helpless, sinful creature,! incapable of either 
knowing or performing the will of your Maker, or of 
reconciling yourself to him, whenever you have offended 
him. 

Besides, I must tell you another truth, that the more 
you are afraid for yourself, the more will the great God 
be disposed to pity you, and to deliver you from the dan- 
ger you are justly afraid of ;§ and to enable you to attain 
the end for which you were made, and sent into the world. 

Ing. Will you be pleased to let me know what the end 
is for which God made us, and sent us into the world ? 

Miss. God made man, that he might have a creature 
tipon earth endued with reason, and capable of adoring 
his Maker, and of imitating his perfections ; and partake 
of his bounty and happiness. 

Inq. Pray, what is the happiness you speak of? 

Miss, It is the happiness of going to a place of perfect 
knowledge, goodness, love, joy, and peace, which is to last 
forever. As nothing is more desirable than life, nothing 
should more forcibly work upon human nature, than the 
hopes of eveilasting life. Which life God himself has set 
forth to us by all such things as we are most commonly 
affected with ; as a crown^ a kingdom^ a treasure^ and iw- 
heritance^ undefledy that fadeth not away ; and a state of 
everlasting joy and pleasure. 

Inq, If God originally designed men for this happiness, 
how came they to forfeit their title to it ? 

Miss. They do it by being guilty of sin ; that is, by 
. ^ansgressing the law which God has given them. 

 Jttatt ix. 12. t Rev. iii. 17. § Isai. Ixvi. 2. 
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Tng^ Has God given us any law ? 

Miss, Yes, surely. He has given you and all men rea- 
son, which is instead of a written law or rule, by which 
you ought to live, and may, in some measure, know what 
is good, and what is evil ; what will please and what will 
displease an holy, just, and good God. 

Ing, But it is too plain, that people do not always ob- 
serve this rule or law. 

Mi88, It is so, and that is their sin, by which they dis- 
please God, and debar themselves of his greater favours, 
and are in danger of being miserable, even beyond what 
they can imagine. 

Ing, But is not this the case of many Christians, as well 
as of us ? 

Miss, It is surely so, and they must suffer severely for 
it ; God having given them plainer rules^ and greater 
helps, to overcome and cure that corruption of nature, 
which is one great occasion of ail the wickedness which 
we see in the world. 

Ing. Pray what do you mean by the corrufition of our 
nature P* 

Miss, That I will tell yoii ; and what your own reaso:i 
and experience must acknowledge to be true. By the 
corru/ition qf nature we mean, a stroni^ inclination to evil, 
which wc not only see and blame in other people, but very 
sensibly feel in ourselves ; that is, something within us, 
which opposeth our reason (and the other laws which God 
hath given us ;) so that we are often tempted and pre- 
vailed upon, to do what our own judgment condemns us 
for, at the time of doing it. 

Ing, This indeed is too plainly the case. Men follow 
not their reason, but their passions, their inclinations, and 
their ow^n perverse wills; and which too often they have 
cause to repent of. 

Miss. You cannot but have observed, that this inclina- 
tion to evil is often so violent, that men commit all inigui» 
ty with greediness ; and this is the occasion of all the 

* It is our religion which has first taught^ that man is bom in 
sin ; no sect of philosophers ever said this, and therefore no sect 
ever said the truth, Mons. rascal's Rel. Thoughts, p. 63. 
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wickedness wMch we see and hear of; all the cruelty, 
the oppression, the pride, the injustice, the tnalice, the 
covetou8nesB,the lewdness, the impurity, murders, drun- 
kenness, by which men dishonour their Maker and them- 
selves, and are a plague to others ; insomuch that it is 
found necessary to hare severe laws made, even by men, 
to hinder wicked people from hurting one another ; of 
which laws there would be no occasion, if reason had been 
sufficient to govern men ; which sad experience shews it 
is not ( there being too many, whom no reason, no advice, 
no prospect of danger, no hopes of happiness, can keep 
from ruining themselves and othei^s. 

Ing, 1 confess there is truth in what you say. But 
sure this is not the case of all people. 

Mi9s. I must tell you, that the wickedness of others 
shews us plainly what all men are by nature. All men 
have the seeds of- evil within themselves, which would 
spring up and appear upon every temptation, if not hin- 
dered by something more than their own reason ; and 
they that are not so wicked as others, may be thankful to 
a Power above, who restrains them. And your own heart 
and experience must tell you, that such as are not so wick- 
ed as these we have been speaking of, are forced to strive 
hard against the temptations they meet with, before they 
can ibllow what their reason tells them they ought to do 
or avoid ; that they are but too often unwilling to follow 
the light or reason which God has given them ; and too, 
too often make use of it only to hurt or over-reach one 
another. All which shews, that our nature is strangely 
corrupt; so that no man can say he is free from sin, or 
not guilty before God. 

Ing. I must confess, indeed, that according to my best 
sense, there is truth in every thing you have told me. 

Miaa. Well then, let this truth sink deep into your 
heart ; for without the firm belief of this, you will never 
have any true notion of the goodness, justice, or mercy of 
God to men ; nor will you ever know the value of Chris- 
tianity. 

Ing. But bow man, the creature of so holy and good a 
€iod^ should come to have a nature so corrupt and dison* 
4ered;i and prone to evil, this, indeed^ surprises me. 
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Miss. Far be it from any man to imagine, that a good 
and holy God, who hateth sin, should be the cause of this 
corruption of our nature, and of the evil it occasions I No, 
he made man at first upright, holy, just, and good, and ca* 
pable of doing eveiy thing that became a reasonable crea* 
ture ; but how he fell into this wretched and distempered 
condition, you shall know in due time, 

Inq, But since sin and wickedness are displeasing to 
God, why does he suffer sin and sinners to be in the world ? 

Miss. You do not consider, that all men being sinners^ 
God must either suffer sin to be in the woi'ld, or destroy 
the sinners ; that is, all the race of men. But when you 
come to know the Christian religion, and what God has 
done to cure this great disorder of our nature, you will 
find, that God can take occasion from the sins of men to 
display the greatness of his mercy and compassion for sin- 
ners ; and yoii will have reason to admire and adore his 
wonderful wisdom, and mercy, and goodness to all such a^ 
shall lay hold on his offers of grace, as well as to dread 
his just displeasure against such as despise his-mercy* 

And this is one reason that I have taken so much pains 
to convince you of the corruption of our nature, and qf the 
danger we are in on this account, that you may have no 
ease in your mind, until you know how to be delivered 
from so sad a bondage, and the fears which ought to at- 
tend it. 

There is another danger, which we are all exposed tg, 
and which you ought to know ; and that is, the power and 
malice of evil spirits. 

Inq, What do you mean by evil spirits ? 

Miss. God has made known to us, that there are crea- 
tures, both good and bad, which we call angels or spirits, 
and which are ever about us, though we do not see them, 
they having no bodies, as we have. The good spirits 
are appointed by God to take care of his servants ; and 
the evil spirits are such as have rebelled against their Ma- 
ker, and having utterly lost his favour, strive to tempt 
men to all manner of wickedness, that they niay be as 
miserable as themselves. And through their temptations 
the wickedness of the world was grown so great, that God 
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was proToked at oae time to drown all the people of the 
earth) except oae good man and his household ; and at 
another time, to destroy several great towns with fire from 
heaven, for the wickedness of them that dwelt in them. 

Ing. These, indeed, are reasonable proofs of the pow- 
er which evil spirits 4nay have over wicked men, and of 
the great danger we are in of being ruined by it. 

Mi^s, But it is necessary, that you should know these 
things ; for whoever is not a worshipper of the only true 
God, whom Christians serve, is a slave to these evil spir- 
its, and too often is a worshipper of them, though he does 
not know it. When you consider these things, you will 
have reason to be concerned and afraid for yourself 

Ing. And so indeed I shall be, if this is our case. 

Mise. This is, in truth, the case of every one who is ig- 
norant of the true God, and of the way by which he has 
decreed to save his unhappy creatures from ruining 
themselves, and losing that happiness which he has pro- 
yided for such as love and obey him. 

Ing* I do most earnestly intreat you, that at your leisure 
you would give me an account of the Christian religion, 
which yoti say Is the way whereby God has decreed to 
•ave all men from ruin. 

Mi»8. That I will do, through the favour of God, the 
next time we meet : In the mean while remember what 
I assure you of, that this life is the time, in which you are 
to choose whether you will be happy or miserable forever"; 
and that your happiness or misery will depend upon your 
embracing or rejecting the offer now made you, by the 
great God, of becoming a Christian. You ought therefore 
to pray to the great God, to enable you to lay hold of this 
opportunity of being happy. And I will not forget to pray 
for you, that God would enlighten your mind with saving 
truth. 



DIALOGUE IIT, 

The proofs of the Christian religion. 
Inquirer, I am come again, Sir, to trouble you sooner, I 
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t>eUevp, than you expected. You said, that it was goo4 fi» 
tae that I was in fear for myself; I caimot choose but ba 
fio, sktce you told me, /4a/ my ^afi/Uness or mie^ry wUi de^ 
fiend ufion my embracing or rejecting the. offer now made 
me of hecommg a Christian^ 1 own X am not satisfied with 
xay present coiiditioD ; I am convinced by my reasmi, as 
well as by what you toid me, that we ^ere made to be an 
Aanour to the Being that made ua, by living according to 
that light and reason which he hath given us. F<Mr my 
pwn part, I fear I have not done so ; and if he shall be dis- 
pleased with me, I kQOW not how to Iseip myself, or make 
:fay mind easy* 

Mi9m>nftryj> ''^Assure yourself, this is the case of every 
thoughtful person, who has no knowledge of Christoanky. 
And therefore ojur great and good Ci«atov, in compassioii 
%o those u^appy men, who labour under such doubts and 
fears, has graciously pointed out the way by which they 
may be freed &om themvyiz^-^byesobracing the Chris- 
tian religion* 

. Inq. What does the Christian religipn propose to us, 
%Q cure us of tho^ fears ? 

MUs. I ^nll first tell you in short, and afterwards ex- 
plain myself more fully. In the first place* it will lead 
you to tiie knowledge of the true God, the Maker erf the 
world, and convince you of his great love for his unhappy 
creatures, and of his earnest endeavours to keep them from 
ruining themjselves. It shews us also how we must an- 
swer the end for which God made u;5, and sent us into the 
wprld. It sets before us the dangers we are liable to, 
and teaches us the way to escape them. It makes known 
to us those laws by which God will judge the wwld, that 
men may order their lives accordingly. It gives us all 
rules necessary to . make us happy when we die, and 
promises us all necessary assistance to observe those 
rules. It directs us how we may be restored to the fa»j 
vour of God, whenever we shall have been so unhappy as 
to have offended him by our sins, which we are but too 
apt to do. It assures usy that God i» a bountiful reward- 
er of all euch as seek to ft lease him^j In short, Christl* 

♦Hcbr.xu.l5. flb-ix. 6. 
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uiity is the only remedy to cure all the disorders, and 
dangers, and miseries, which we are subject to in this 
life ; and the only sure means, where it is seriously embrac- 
ed, of correcting and reforming the world. 

Inq. This is. Sir, a most desirable account you have 
l^ven me of the Chcistian religion. Will you be pleased, 
as you promised, to explain these things more fully ? 

Miss. You must know then, that we are called Chris- 
tians, from professing ourselves to be the disciples and 
followers of a most holy and divine Person Jesus Christ, 
who, being the Sou of God, was sent by him from heaven, 
to make his will and gracious purposes known unto men. 

In order to this, be being a pure Spirit, it was necessa- 
ry that he should take a body like one of ours, that he 
might be seen by and converse with men. He therefore 
submitted to be bom of a woman, and he took the soul -and 
body of a man, and iu that nature he lived among men, 
and made known to them the things which I have already 
mentioned to you. Particularly, he gave them a clear 
knowledge of their Maker, [he being the exfiraa^ image • 
of God, his Father ;] and by his most perfect, innocent, 
and holy life, he shewed the world what an e^Ccellent crea- 
ture man was, when he was first made, before he fell into 
sin, and became prone to evil, as he now is. 

He assured them that he came es a peacemaker be- 
twixt God and his rebellious creatures, who by their diso- 
bedience had lost his favour, and forfeited the happiness 
he had prepared for them. 

And in order to reconcile them to God, and to the duty 
and obedience which they owed to him, he brought them 
this most gracious message i^-^That all such as became 
sensible of their err our and misery^ and were witling to 
give themselves ufi to. the Son of God j as their Lord and 
Saviour^ should^ through his merits and mediation, re» 
^eive a full and free pardon for all their fiast offences, be 
restored again to his favour, and obtain that hafifimess 
which they had forfeited by their offences. 

Inq, These are indeed wonderful proofs of the great 
goodness of God. 

Miss. But then you are to know, that all such as des- 



pise tbis surprisifig goodness of God, are not oaly to ht 
deprived of his favour, but are to be punished with tor* 
ments exquisite beyond all we csffi now imagine. For you 
must never forget what I told you before, and what Jesus 
Christ has assured us of, that this short lifb is oif* 

LY A PASSAGE TO ANOTHER, WHICH IS TO LAST rORtfV- 

ER ; and where every man is to be rewarded or pumshed 
according to his behaviour in this world. 

Ing. 1 have not forgot that. But give me leave, Sir, 
to ask you one question : How are you Christians sure-, 
that tins extraordinary Person was the Son oi God, and 
came from him with this message to men ? 

Mw^ It is necessary, that every one, who hitends to bt 
a Christian, should have the greatest assurance of it; for 
on this truth the Christian religion is founded. 

You must know then, that this Divine Person, in order 
to give men all possible assurance, that he was what he 
declared himself to be, performed before their eyes such 
wonderful works, as shewed that in him dwelt all the Jhfr 
nesa of the Godhead bodily. For example, he healed all 
manner of sickness and diseases with a word of hi^mouth. 
He gave sight to such as were bom blind. To such as 
were dumb and deaf, he gave the power of speech and 
hearing ; and he made the lame to walk. He fed and 
satisfied the hunger of many thousands of people more 
than once, with a few loaves and small fishes, which they 
saw multiplied before their eyes, so that thousands were 
at one time all eye-witnesses of this miracle. He com- 
manded the winds, the storms, and the seas, and they 
obeyed his word. He raised to life those that had for 
some time been dead. He convinced those with whom 
he conversed, that he knew the very thoughts of their 
hearts, which none but God can do. Lastly, the great 
God himself did more thati once, by a voice from heaven, 
declare, that he tvas his" beloved Son ; and commandedj 
thai as such he should be heard and obeyed, 

Inq, Indeed, these are most sure proofs, that this Di- 
vine Person was what he said he was ; and that whatever 
he taught must be true, 

Miss^ But I have other evidences to give you, in order to 

4 
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confirm your faith or belief in this Divine Person, and his 
message. Amongst many other things, which he ftwe- 
jtold his followers, this strange thing was one ;-— that not- 
withstanding the wonderful works which he had done be- 
fore their eyes, his enemies would put him to deatli y dut 
that within three days he xuould rise again to UJe, Ac- 
cordingly, after they had treated him with all the evil 
usage that spite and malice could invent, they did most 
barbarously murder and crucify him. j^nd after three 
days he rose again from the dead, and conversed with his 
disciples and followers, with nc^ less than five hundred at 
one time, many of whom lived very long after, and bore 
witness of his resurrection, at the expense of their lives. 

Inq* I should be glad to know some more particulars 
relating to so divine, holy, and wonderful a Person. 

Miss. Jesus Christ, after having conversed with his 
disciples many weeks, and in the sight of many of them, 
he ascended into heaven. But, before his departure from 
them, he promised them, that he and his Father would 
send another Divine Person (not in the form or fashion of 
a man, ^ut) as a pure spirit to dwell in them, to guide and 
comfort, to inspire them With all truths necessary to be 
known by them, and to enable them, for the confii*mati^ 
of such truths to others, to do all such mighty works as 
he had done among them ; according to which promise, 
ten days after he had ascended into heaven, that Divine Spi- 
rit descended upon them after a most wonderful manner, 
and enabled them to understand and speak all the lan- 
guages of the then known world, to which they went in 
order to carry tliose good tidings ; whereby we, and 
many other nations, were brought out of errour, igno- 
rance, and darkness, into the clear light and true knowl- 
edge of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, and of that Ho- 
ly Spirit, which enabled them to preach this joyful doc- 
trine to all the world ;— that Christ has made our peace 
with God, if we submit to be governed by him, and by his 
laws, and put our whole trust in him. 

Inq, Well, Sir, you have given some ease to my mind. 
I believe that what this Holy Person said must be certain- 
ty true ; and I snppose all that know these things, are 
Cbristians, 
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Miaa, Indeed they are not ; and you will not wonder at 
it, when you consider what it is that hinders people from 
being Christians. There are many who never think of 
their Maker, or what must become of them when they die. 
Many indeed hear these things, but their affections are so 
set upon this world, its pleasures and profits, that they do 
not lay them seriously to heart* And too many are so 
fond of their own perverse ways, to which they have been 
long accustomed, that they see not the truth of what is 
proposed to them. Besides all this, the apostles taught 
many things, which "vvicked people would not hear with 
patience. For example, that murderers, drunkards, adul- 
terers, oppressors, covetous persons, the proud, malicious 
and revengeful people, all lovers of pleasures more thaa 
lovers of God — ^that all such, who were guilty of those 
things, must forsake them, in order to become Christians^ 
Inq, Well, Sir, I am convinced, that notwithstanding 
the proofs of the truth of the Christian religion, there might 
be people who would not become Christians. But I should 
be very thankful, if you would let me know, how the 
Christian religion did prevail at the time the apostles of 
Christ made it known to all nations ? 
^Mlss, That you shall know when you come again to me» 
In the mean while forget not to beg of God to give you an^ 
heart always disposed to receive the truth ; which yott 
may do in some such short prayer as this following. 

THE PRAYER. 

Merciful God, and lover of mankind, enlighten my 
mind with saving faith ; enable me to withstand the temp- 
tations of the worJd, the flesh, and the devil, and with a 
pure heart to follow thee, the only true God, and thy only- 
Son the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen* 
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DIALOGUE IV. 

The wonderful success andfirogress of the go^fiel^ 'when 
it was Jir9t fir cached to thp world* 

Inquirer^ When I left you last. Sir, you promised to let 
me know what followed the descent or coming down of 
that Holy Spirit upon Christ*s apostles; and how the 
Christian religion was received in the world. 

Mieaionary. You must know then,that when this happen- 
ed, there were people out of all nations at Jerusalem, the 
city to which they were come to worship the great God»* 
Now when all these heard the apostles of Christ, (who 
before that time knew no language but their own,) declar- 
ing the wonderful works of God, in the language of every 
nation then present, they were astonished ; and being con- 
vinced, that such men must have been divinely inspired, 
they therefore gave heed to them, while they declared 
God's most gracious purposes oi mercy, pardon, and hap- 
piness to all such as would obey the message he had sent 
to them by his Son ; insomuch that no less than three 
thousand embraced the Christian religion that very day, 
and five thousand more, immediately after; and these 
converts became so raiany witnesses of these wonderful 
things, to the several nations from whence they came 
thither to worship. After this, the apostles went into all 
jSations, making known this joyful message of God to 
men, that he would have all men to be saved, 

AND to come to THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTHjOr the 

Christian faith ; that he was ready to be reconciled to all 
such as had offended him ; and that he would make them 
happy forever, if they would be persuaded to forsake 
their evil ways, believe in Jlsus Christ, and be governed 
by such rules as he had given them. So that in all na- 
tions, all such persons as were tinily concerned for them- 
selves, and disposed to receive the truth, became Chris- 
tians, and very great was their number every . where. 
And indeed Christ himself foretold it would be so ; 
though at that time it seemed the most unlikely thing in 

• Acts ii. 
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the world, that all nations should receive a religion, op^ 
XJDsed by their rulers and philosophers, upon the preach* 
ing^ of a few poor strakobrs, who had no worldly pow- 
er^ riches, or learning to ioduce people to believe and 
follow them ; and who at the same time required all men 
to forsake the customs and religion of their forefathers^, 
to embrace the salvation proposed by this divine messen- 
ger Jesus, to restrain their appetites, and govern their 
passions, to leave their impious ways of living, and to lead 
sober, honest, and good lives, and to suffer death, rather 
than deny the truths they told them. Now does not the 
miraculous success they met with in propagating such a 
religion under such circumstances, demonstrate it ta be 
the work of the great God. 

Iriq. Pray will you inf(^m me how I may be sure that 
these miracles were performed by the apostles of Chribt I 

Miss. The miracles recorded in the New Testament 
recommend themselves to our belief upon many accounts^ 

They were wrought by persons who appealed to God, 
and declared beforehand that they would perform them. 

They were performed in a publick manner, and by per- 
sons known to be of a low condition, destitute of great 
friends and powerful patrons* 

They were wrought in a learned age, before enenciies, 
or unbelievers, who were not easily to be imposed upon,, 
or deceived. 

The writers of the New Testament, when they relate 
the miracles, ofteaname the timcythe place, the occasion,, 
the diseases, that were removed, the persons^ healed or 
i*aised from the dead, the persons who were present, and 
the things that wei*e said and done, by friends and foes on 
the occasion, giving men a fair opportunity ta enquire in^- 
to the facts, and to disprove them, if they w^re able. 

These miracles were wrought for no worldly ad vant- 
tage, but, on the contrary, subjected the apostles of our 
blessed Lord to many injuries,, afflictions, persecutions^, 
and cruel deaths; 

' They were wrought in confirmation of doctrines good 
and useful to mankind, and were intended to destroy al£ 

atheism, idolatry, profaneness, an d immoxality. 

4« 



They prevailed upon many people to quit ^tbe reHgi^N^ 
in which they had been educated i to K>rego ease and 
pleasure, sffld worldly ccnweniencesy and to leave their 
friends^ reiationsi and country^ and to stifTer all kinds of 
temporal evils, and often the loss of life itself. 

These miracles were likewise attested by proper wit- 
nesses. The disciples of Christ saw the miracles of their 
Master, and died in confirmation of the truth of thetn, 
particularly of his resurrection from the dead. 

They were foretold ages before by the prophets, and 
they were such miracles as the Jews expected, and had 
reason to expect from their Messiah, when he did appear. 

Lastiy, the persons whose miracles are recorded in the 
gospel, foretold many events, some of which did not come 
to pass till a considerable time after the books of the New 
Testament were written, and the writers themselves were 
dead. And this is a still stronger confirmation of the 
truth and certainly of the miracles related in those books. 

Inq. Pray, Sir^ what became of these apostles after 
this ? 

Mtaa. As they had taught all others to suffer death, 
rather than deny the truths which they had received from 
God by Jesus Christ, so most of them laid down their 
lives for those truths they had preached. Bat before 
they suffered, they appointed others to succeed them in 
publishing these truths to all nations ; by which Chris- 
tianity has continued unto this day, and we are assured by 
Christ himself, will continue unto the world's end. And 
a very great change for the better has been made in all 
nation^ where it has been received. 

In^k You will oblige me, if you will let me know in 
what 4he world is become better by this religion ? 

Miss, In the first place, it gave the thoughtful and pen- 
itent satisfaction how their sins might be forgiven, and 
their persons accepted and saved by a righteous and 
holy God, They who then embraced the Chris- 
tian religion professed,^ that they were strangers in 
this world, and therefore looked upon this life only as 
a journey to a much better, which they expected after 
death. This made them content with any condition) 



43 

Hrhichtjrod shouid^thiak fit to place them in* Thim kepH 
them from being covetotts, or oyermuch concerned for 
the thinga of this w(H*Id; they believed, that if thejr 
were poor, or in misery, God would abundantly, make up 
in the next life, what was wanting, or they had suffered m 
this. Their great rule, given them by Christ, was this^ 

THAT THSY SHOtJLD Dl&AL WITH ALL OTHK&S, AS THET 
TH£MSBLV£S WOULD D£SIftS TO BE BEALT WITH. Thi$ 

made them very just in all their actions, and careful not ta 
wrong or oppress any person. Defrauding, cheating, 
and lying were not so much as known among them. Their 
religion obliged them to be at peace with all men as much 
as possible. So that quarrels, and wars, and murders, 
they utterly abhorred. On the contrary, they were kind 
and compassionate even to their enemies ; never return- 
ing evil for evil. They had always a tender compassion 
for such as were in want, or in misery ; clothing the 
naked, feeding the hungry, and lodging the stranger, ac- 
cording to their ability. As to themselves, they were 
exceeding so]>er and temperate, not given to gluttony or 
drunkenness, which they knew God would be highly dis« 
pleased with. They were chaste and modest, both tnen 
and women ; all kept strictly to their own wives and hus- 
bands, as God had appointed, who had declared, that no 
adulterer or whoremonger must hope for heaven or hap- 
piness. And then in their strictest conformity to these 
rules of uprightness, they humbly acknowledged their ma- 
ny failings, and great unworthiness ; and, lastly, they suf- 
fered all manner of torments, and even death itself, rather 
than they would renounce the religion which they had 
embraced, on a full conviction that it came f: om God. 

Inq* Indeed, Sir, this is a most wonderful account of 
those who first professed the Christian religion. One 
cannot surely imagine, that such good men should have 
any enemies, 

Mtas. But indeed they had, and very many ; for those 
evil spirits, which I told you of before, tempted all sorts 
of wicked people to destroy thein, and their religion, if 
possible ; and would certainly have done it, but that the 
great and all-powerful God hindered it^ sad caused, that 
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the more it was persecuted, the mote it increased. ' All 
such as had been brought up in any other retigion, be- 
came their mortal enemies, especially such as worship- 
ed idols, false gods, or evil spirits, which the greatest 
part of the world then did, and too many do to this day. 
Beside these, men of wicked lives hated and persecuted 
those who professed the Christian religion, because they 
declared, that God would most surely call themi to an ac- 
count, and adjudge them to. a misery that would never 
end, if they did not forsake their ^ns, and lead better 
Uves. 

On these, and on many other accounts, Christians were 
every where persecuted, and vast numbers were most 
barbarously murdered ; which grievous sufferings they 
patiently endured, in a full assurance of a belter life, 
which God, who cannot deceive them, had promised. 

Ing. Pray, Sir, are Christians still used after this cru- 
el manner ? 

Miss, No : for in time the kings and princes of the 
world became Christians ; and when they favoured and 
protected that religion, their subjects followed their ex- 
ample, though it was not always in order to save their 
souls, but for other unworthy and worldly ends. And it 
was then, that many began to call themselves Christians 
who in their hearts and lives were far from being such : 
by which Christianity became extremely corrupted, and 
men outwardly professed the Christian religion at the 
same time as they lived in those sins, which it forbids on 
pain of damnation. 

Notwithstanding this, the Christian religion, where it 
is truly professed, is still the same ; and is the only meth- 
od of restoring men to the favour of God, and bringing 
them to the happiness which we all wish to enjoy. 

We have the same just and holy God to worship, that 
those first Christians had ; a God who loveth the good 
and pious, and hateth the wicked j who will most surely 
call all men to an acccAint, j\idge them according to their 
works ; ami reward op punish them as they have deserv- 
ed. And we have the same Jesus for a Saviour, who is 
able to save us to the uttermost j so that every man> yih(> 
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has any concern for himself, and would escape the anger 
of an oifended God, will not only be a Christian in name, 
but in good earnest will live as a true Christian ought. 

Inq» I most heartily thank you, Sir, for this account 
you have given me of the Christian religion. Now one 
would hope, that if our people knew these things, they 
might be prevailed on to become Christians as easily as 
those nations were, who first embraced Christianity. 

MisB, We may wish and pray for this ; but there are 
some reasons, which you may know hereafter, that we 
fear may, for the present, hinder so general a conversion 
and blessing to your people; but a time will certainly 
come, when you will all know and worship the true Gody 
the Maker of heaven and earth, and his only Son, whom 
he has ordained to be the Judge of the living and dead. 
In the mean while, take you care for yourseli^ and beg of 
God, that you may not lose the favour which is offered 
'you at this time by me, one of his unworthy servants. 

Inq. I hope I shall do so, and shall not forget what you 
have said to me at this time. And 1 believe I shall very 
soon wait on you again for your furttier instruction. 

MisB. In the mean time join with me in the following 
Prayer. 

THE PRAYER. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst 
send thy messenger John the Baptist to prepare thy way 
before thee, grant that the ministers of thy holy Word may 
likewise so prepare and make ready thy way, by turning 
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just ; 
that at thy second coming to judge the world, we may be 
found an acceptable people in thy. sight, who livest and 
reignest with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, ever one 
Cod, world without end. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE Vi 

Objections against the bad lives of Christians an* 

sivered. 

Missionary. I expected, as you promised, to have seen- 
you sooner ; has any thing extraordinary hindered yoii 
from coming to be further instructed ? 

Inquirer. Why, truly. Sir, since I was with you, I have 
met with such discouragements as have given me great 
doubts aftd scruples, and had almost made me resolve 
against troubling you any more. 

Miss. I shall be exceeding sorry, if any thing should 
make you do yourself so great an injury. Pray what are 
the discouragements you have met with ? 

Ing. I will tell you the truth. After I had parted with- 
you, upon what you had said to me, I told our people, that 
I had some thoughts of becoming a Christian ; for that I 
had met with one who had convinced me, that my condi- 
tion at present was not so safe as I imagined, and that I 
should certainly lose the greatest happiness which the 
heart of man can desire, if I refused, now it was offered 
liie, to be instructed in the knowledge of myself, and of 
the true God, and how to live and die in his favour. I 
told them also, that you assured me, from the mouth of 
God himself, that every man after death will certainly be 
happy or miserable forever, this short life of ours being 
only a time of trial, and a passage to a state of happiness 
and misery, which is to last forever. I told them more* 
over, that Christians were assured, that God had ap/ioint^ 
ed a day in which he would judge most righteously^ e-ven all 
that have ever lived in this worid; and that such as had 
served and obeyed God^ioould be ha fifty forever ; and such 
as had led wicked livesj and did not refient of and amend 
them^ should be punished with everlasting fire : And, 
that in order to this great account and judgment, God has 
given us, and all men, reason, whereby to know good from 
evil, that they might choose the one and refuse the other z 
but that beside this, he had given unto Christians, by his 
own Son sent from heaven, a revelation of his will, which if 
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they embrace, and according to that rcTelation,if they repent 
of their sins, and believe in this Son of God ; and walk ac- 
cording to the holy rules he has given them, thev shall 
be made- partakers of happiness with him torever. 
Then I told them, that for my own part, I was persuaded 
of the truth of all this ; which I thought then all Chris- 
tians beleived as surely as any thing they see with their 
eyes. 

Mhsm And so I assure you, all true Christians do. 
But what did they ^ay against yaur purpose of becoming 
a Christian ? 

Inq, Though I am almost afraid to tell you, yet I must 
do it, both to ease my mind, and to know whether any thing 
can be said to their objectiona* 

In the first place, they made a jest of my purpose ; but 
I told them, that if what I had been taught was true, as 
I did believe it was, it concerned me so much, that I 
should not be laughed out of my intention. 

Then they told me plainly, The Christians would have 
you believe what they do not believe themselves. For is 
it likely, that people, who are fully persuaded of such 
things as they tell you, would lead such lives as they cam* 
monly do ? What, said they, does it signify to know the 
Ood which they M^orship, and the good rules he has given 
them, if those rules are not able to make them better than 
other people ? Are they not as careless, as if they were 
sure that nothing is to be feared or hoped for after this 
life ? You may be certain, that if Christians did really be*- 
lieve what they told you, there would not be a wicked man 
among them ; and yet many of them are as bad, if not 
worse, than those who know nothing of the religion they 
pretend to, or of the happiness or misery they speak oL 
Are not the same wickednesses seen among them, as 
among the worst of us ? They make no conscience to 
cheat and defraud even one another ; and where they 
have power, they oppress without pity. Whoredom and 
drunkemiess, falseness and deceit, lying, cursing, and 
swearing, and calling upon the God they worship to damn 
each other, upon every foolish occasion ; these and many 
others are the crimes comQion among these very people. 
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who tell yoU| that the great God will call ail men to an 
account, and reward or punish them, according to their 
works. Can you think, that they themselves believe 
this? 

Miss, Well, what answer did you give them ? 

Inq. Why, indeed, I gave them no answer. I consid* 
ered, that what they said had too much truth in it ; and I 
held my peace, and doubted with my self whether I should 
trouble you any more or not. 

Miss. I hope however that you will change your mmd, 
when you have heard what we have to say to these objec- 
tions. 

In the first place all good Christians know this, and 
are grieved to see how much the Christian religion must 
suiTer by the bad lives of such people, by whose evil do- 
ings the name of God and of Christ is blasphemed. 

However, suffer not yourself to be too soon discourag- 
ed ; nor judge of our religion by the disorderly lives of 
these people you have mentioned ; for assure yourself, 
that all are not true Christians, who go under that name. 
There are too many who live in a shameful ignoi'anoe 
both of the truths and duties of Christianity ; and will 
not be at any pains to consider the religion they pro- 
fess, nor the sad danger they themselves are in. And 
many there are, who have been instructed in the way 
that leads to everlasting happiness ; but the cares of this 
world, the deceitfulness of riches, or the love of worldly 
pleasures, have blotted the remembrance of the truths 
they had learned out of their minds. Nay, there are too 
many who even strive to forget such truths, because they 
condemn their ungodly lives. They therefore endeavour 
to cast off all fear of God, and provoke him to give them 
up to a mind void of judgment, to commit all iniquity with 
greediness. 

Lastly, many fir of ess to know God^ but in their works 
do deny him. These, and all such as these, are an abom- 
ination in the sight of God, and a grief to all true Chris- 
tians. 

• Inq, But you know, Sir, that these will take it ill, if 
they are not called Christians. 



49 

Mis*. They will so; but that is because they think it 
a name of credit and respect in the ^lace where they live; 
and they content themselves with the name, without think- 
ing seriously what it is to be a Christian^ 

Inq. Since so many go under the name of Christians, 
and are not such, how shall we know who are true Chris- 
tians ? 

Miss* The God. whom Christians worship, hath girea 
them a rule, by which every one may know who are true 
Christians* The rule is this :— -let svebt omb that 

SAMETH THE NAME OF CHRIST DEPART FROM INiqVI* 

XY.* Whoever does not do so, is no true Christian in the 
account of Ood ; and they, and they only, are true Chris* 
tiaias, who not only believe the truths, but also obey the 
laws, of the Christian religion ; that is, such as love the 
God that made them with all their hearts, and fear to dis« 
please and offend hitn; who love, obey, and trust in Jesus 
Christ his Son^ their Saviour and their Lord ; and bring 
forth the fruits of the Holy Ghost in all kinds of good- 
ness, righteousness, and truth ; and lastly, such as hav- 
ing always a conscience void of offence, towards God and 
man, dare not for all the world be guilty of those vice9 
which you just now mentioned. 

But theu, that you may not be offended with the faults 
and failings of tjbose that are even good Christians, you 
must remember what I have already often told you, con- 
cerning the weakness and corruption of human nature. 
For, the best of Christians are men of like passions with 
others, and may, through the weakness of their nature, or 
fi>r want of consideration, be sometimes overtaken in a 
£iult, of which they afterwards truly repent. But a true 
Christian will npt, cannot live or continue in any known 
sin, or bad way of life. 

iny. Pray then, good Sir, what answer shall I g^ve to 
our people, who, to be sure, will endeavour to dissuade 
me ag£un from hearkening to your instructions, by such 
arguments as I have already mentioned. 

Mies, Ask them, whether the great God has not given 
every ofte of them reason and understanding, in order to 

 3 Tim. ii. 19, 
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judge betwixt good and evil ? Surely they will not say, 
that reason} the good gift of God, is in fault, when many 
of their own people do such wicked things as their reason 
forbids and condemns. No more ought Siey to blame the 
Christian religion, because some that call themselves 
ChHstians lead such lives as are a reproach to Christiani* 
ty. 

Inq. It may be, they will tell me, that if neither reason, 
nor Christianity, can keep people from being wicked, I 
need not be at the pains of learning the Christian religion 
or hearkening to reason* 

Miss, Well then, I will shew you in a few words, that 
of all means the Christian religion is most Jikely (eyen 
better than reason itself ever can be in its present state) 
to make men'wise and good, unto their salvation and hap- 
piness. 

1st. Your nature is corrupt, and prone to evil ; ^and ex- 
perience convinces you, that your reason alone cannot 
mend and cure this corruption. But the ChrisUan reli- 
gion, where it is ^sincerely embraced, will most surely do 
this* 

2dly. Your reason will indeed accuse and condemn you 
when you do amiss, but cannot give you any certain 
assurance of God's pardon ; but the Christian religion 
will shew you a sure way to be forgiven, and restored to 
the favour of your Maker, whenever you ]?ave offended 
him. 

3dly. We are but too apt to think every thing very rea- 
sonable, to which we have a great inclination ; and this is 
the occasion of very much evil and mischief in the world, 
when men make their own will the measure of what they 
ought to do ; but the Christian religion, and that only, will 
inform you what is right in the sight of God, and what you 
must do on pain of his most severe displeaBure. 

Lastly, your reason cannot inform you what will become 
of you when you die ; but the Christian religion can as- 
sure you, as I have shewn you already, that such as live 
according to the rules of that religion will be happy forev- 
er ; and that such as do not so shall be most unhappy and 
miserable ; and this will be a very powerful means of 
obligmg you to live as becomes a good Christian. 
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/«V Sir^ I do most heartily thank you. You have giv 
en me great ease of mind ; and 1 hope I shall meet with 
no more such discouragements from hearing your instruc- 
tions. But some few things I have to ask you, for the 
confirmation of the truths I am to believe. ^ 

Mis8, Come when you will, I shall be ready to instruct 
you. And may God bless my endeavours with success ! 
and do you pray for yourself in the following words. 

THE PRAYER. 

Lord, the frailty of man, without thee, cannot but fall : 
In all temptations, therefore, I beseech thee to succour me, 
that no sin may ever get the dominion over me ; give me 
a salutary dread of the corruption of my own heart ; make 
me truly sensible of the end of sin, and mindful of my own 
infirmities ; make me afraid of thy judgments, and give 
me grace and strength to break my bonds ; correct me 
in mercy when I go astray ; make me ever mindful of my 
latter end, and fix in my heart a lively sense of the happi- 
ness and misery of the world to come. Amen. 



DIALOGUE VI. 

The Holy Scrifitures both necessary and sufficient for the 

salvation of men. 

Inquirer, You have convinced me, -Sir, that our reason 
alone is not sufficient to make known to us the things 
which you .say are most surely believed among Christians ; 
that reason cannot tell us with what worship the great God 
will be pleased, nor give us any certainty of the happiness 
or misery of the life to come ; which, to be sure, makes 
men less concerned how they lead their lives here. You 
have told me, and I am convinced of it, that our reason 
alone camiot assure us upon what terms the great God will 
pardon us, when we have offended him, as all men are apt 
to do ; and we all know and feel, how hard it is even to 
follow what our reason tells us wc ought to do. Of what 
use then is reason to us ? 



.52 

Misifionary. Of very great ^se most certainly. It v^ill 
keep you from being imposed upoiv when any .thing is 
proposed to your belief, as coming from God ; you will be 
able to judge, whether you have sufficient proof to receive 
it as such ; and then, if you find you have, your reason will 
convince you, that it must be necessary for your happi* 
ness, because a God of truth and goodness cannot deceive 
his creatures, or require any thing of them but what must 
necessarily be for their good. 

Jng* It is on this very account. Sir, I am naw come to 
yoiL, not only to learn from you, by what other ways God 
has made his will known unto Christians ; but to inquire, 
whether those ways be such as no man of common sense 
and reason ought to call in question. 

Miss. I hope I shall give you all the satisfaction in those 
things, that unprejudiced reason can desire. You will 
remember then what I told you before, that the great 
God, in compassion to his poor bewildered creatures^ sent 
his own Son to let them know how far they were departed 
from the ways of reason and truth ; and that they would 
be forever miserable, if they did not return to the duty 
they owed their Maker : And, lastly, that God vfas in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself^ and would par- 
don mankind upon condition of their faith in him, their 
repentance, and future obedience. I told you also, that 
he gave them such evidences, that this message came 
from God, as could not be justly called in question by any 
man, and, among the rest, this very extraordinary one z 
He declared, and his enemies knew it, they will fiut 7ne 
to deathy and after three days I will rise again front the 
dead ; which also came exac'.ly to pass. 

Ing. I do remember all this. But how can you be 
sure that this was really so, it being so very long since 
these things were done ? 

Miss, You yourself shall judge. You must know then, 
that Divine Person, whe^;i he was on earth, appointed sev- 
eral persons to be witnesses of every thing which he did, 
said, taught, or suffered ; and that the most necessary of 
these things were put in writing, and published by some 
of them, even at the time when great numbers were alive, 
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who had been witnesses of his words and actions, and 
while his enemies, who had put him to death, were also 
alive; and yet no one charged them with having written any 
thing that was not true. Now, these writings we call the 
Holy Scriptures of the New Testament, 

Inq, But how are you sure, that these people did set 
down in writing that message of God to men, and all oth- 
er things, just as that Divine Person had done and told 
them? 

Miss,. We are well assured they did so ; because they 
were directed and assisted to write those things by God 
himself, who bore them witnessj by signsy and wondetSf 
and miracles, and other gifts of the Holy Sfitrit, that he 
was with them,* And they were themselves so well con- 
vinced of the truth of what they had written, and what 
they taught, that they chose to suffer any death, rather 
than be silent, or deny what they had seen with their eyes, 
and heard with their ears, 

In(/» Pardon me for asking you one question more : 
How can you be assured, that those writings, which you 
now have, and call the holy Scriptures of the New 
Testament, are the very same which those persons, who 
conversed with Christ, did then write ? May not they have 
been altered since that time ? 

Miss, We have this assurance, that they are the very 
same, and that they have not been altered : Those writ* 
ings were copied at that time by many Christians, and 
carried with them into divers countries, and distant na- 
tions, which had no knowledge one of another, and were 
put into their several languages ; and they all continue 
to be the same in substance, wherever they are found, to 
this day. 

And that these facts were so as they are reported to us, 
we have the credible relation of those who were eye wit- 
nesses of them, and who approved themselves to be faith- 
ful historians, lovers of truth* even where it shewed their 
own great weaknesses ; delivering all things plainly and 
naturally, without any the least appearance of disguise^ 
They mention these facts with all the circumstances of 

* Heb. ii. 4 
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time and place, and so soon after the death of their Lord 
and Master Jesus Christ, that if they had not been exact*. 
]y true, would have been then contradicted : They pub- 
lished these relations in the country, where these mig^hty 
wonders and miracles were performed; and at a time 
"when their very profession lay under the severest re« 
proach ; when they were so far from even the remotest 
prospect of advantage, that they were sure of persecution, 
and an ignominious and cruel death; which they 
might have avoided, if they could have prevailed upon 
themselves to be silent, or even prevaricated in the least 
degree. The commands they prescribed were contrary 
to the prevailing passions and corrupt affections of man- 
kind ; the rewards they promised were, for the most part, 
to be enjoyed in another world, and there§)re would not 
have prevailed much, without the strongest evidence of 
their being divine : And yet this Gospel of Salvation was 
received and believed by the world, though it was preach- 
ed at first by mean instruments, and, for the most part, 
unlearned men, who had neither eloquence to recommend, 
power to force, or riches to bribe their followers. And 
what could all this be ascribed to, but to the mere truth 
and evidence of its divinity, and to the mighty power oi 
God? 

Beside all this, from that very time to this, there was 
also one day in seven appointed, and very strictly observ- 
ed by Christians, on purpose, amongst other things, to 
read these Scriptures in pnblick, and to keep up the n>em* 
ory of these things which 1 have told you of ; so that if 
any body had attempted to add or alter any thing of mo- 
ment, it would have immediately been taken notice of by 
all good Christians. 

Inq^ Indeed, Sir, a man must be very unwilling to be- 
lieve these things, who will not be satisfied with this ac- 
count of the truth of these writings ; especially, if they 
contain nothing but what is highly worthy of the great 
God to command his reasonable creatui*es. 

MUa. That you will be convinced of, when you come 
to know what he has commanded them to believe and do. 

Inq. But is it true, Sir, that Christians Uien^aelves are 
not agreed about them, i 
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Mt99* Pray$ consider^ that as long as men have corrupt 
hearts, and different capacities, and inclinations, and in- 
terests, they will differ with one anotlier, not only in what 
concerns Christiamt^, but in all other iiiatters» But, as- 
sure yourself, that all Christians are agreed in these nee* 
«ssary things ; that these Scriptures are the very word 
and will of God; being the revelation of his Holy Spirit. 

Inq. In what is it then that they differ among them- 
selves? 

Miss, Some differ about words only, and often about 
matters of no great moment. Many are of a conten- 
tious spirit) and exercise their wits Bbout/boliah quc8tion9^ 
^hich minister strife^* rather than tlie design of God in 
his word, which is to save us from ruin* Many take up- 
on them to bd teachers of others^ without understanding 
what they say^ or whereof they affirm.^ Many will ex- 
pound the Scriptuies as will suit best with their own 
private opinions, or corrupt ways, inventing ways of serv- 
ing God, which he has not commanded. And lastly, too 
many are brought up in gross ignorance, and either are 
not permitted, or will.not be at the pains, to see and know 
the truths which concern their salvation. These and 
many such are the causes of Christians differing among 
themselves. But be assured of this, that an all-wise and 
good God can make these very differences serve most 
blessed ends ; his glory, and the good of his chosen and 
faithful servants. For by these he tries their faith, wheth- 
er they will giv« credit to his word, or to the delusions of 
those evil spirits, which lead the simple into errour. By 
these he makes his true servants more careful of their 
ways and to pl^ce their whole dependence upon him, and 
his grace, which they therefore pray for most earnestly. 
. Lastly, these differences have had this good effect, that 
forasmuch as all parties of Christians do acknowledge 
these Scriptures to be from God, they have ever been jeal- 
ous of one another, that nothing be added, omitted, or sd« 
tered, by any party of Christians. 

And remember wliat I tell you for a certain truth, tlntt 
the differences amongst Christians are not always of such 

 Z Tim. n.23. f I Tim* i. Z^ 
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ft nature as to deprive men of God^s fstvoiit* For he 
knows all our hearts, and the reasons of men's mistakes ; 
and no doubt ^ill pity and pardon such errours and mis* 
takes as are not wilful, and do not plainly tend to deprave 
their own manners, or the lives of other people. 

Inq, I have only one favour more to ask you concern- 
ing these Scriptures : What is the great use and neces- 
sity of them? 

Mi98. In the first place, they are graciously given by 
God to supply the defects of our reason, and to hinder us 
from abusing and perverting that great blessing and gift 
of God, which, through our lusts and passions, we are but 
too apt to do, to the hurt of ouraelves and others. 

In the next place, be assured, that you can have no full 
and true knowledge of the great God, or of his will and pur- 
poses, and gracious designs, but from his own Son, and 
from what he has made known to us in these Scriptui'es.* 

By these Scriptures, as in those of the Old Testament, 
wherein holy men spake and acted, as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost, we learn, how sin and wickedness^ 
sickness, miseries, and death itself, came into the world \ 
and how men lost their innocence, and forfeited that hap*^ 
piness for which Grod made them. And in the scriptures 
we have also a most particular account, how God, in mer- 
cy to his unhappy creatures, in his own good time, sent 
his own Son, to shew poor sinnera their miserable condi- 
tion, to deliver them out of it ; and, by* a most wonderful 
way, as I shall sliew you hereafter, to reconcile God to 
them, and them to God. And, in order to awaken all 
who come to the knowledge of these things, and engage 
their attention to them, these Scriptures give them the ut- 
most assurance, that God has prepared for them who be* 
lieve in his Son, and are willing to receive salvation at his 
hands, and who make this appear by loving him, and 
obeying his commands, a happiness which passeth man's 
' understanding ; and that such as will not regard these 
things, shall be miserable forever. And forasmuch as in 
the issue, this happiness and misery will depend upon 
men's good or bad behaviour in this life, these Scriptures 

• Matth. xi. 2r. 
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contain that law by which God has determined to judgCi 
the world, that all men may order their lives accordingly* 
They teach us what service is due from reasonahle crea* 
lures to their Maker ; how we must live so as to please 
him ; what is truly just, and good^and acceptable to Ins 
Divine Majesty ; as also, what is wrong, and what he hais 
forbidden up>on pain of his everlasting displeasure. They 
contain many wontierful examples of God's care of those 
that love and obey him, and of his displeasure against such 
as neglect or despise his commands. In short, these 
Scriptures are a most invaluable blessing, without which 
we should be ignorant of those things that are of the 
greatest concern to the glory of the. great and eternal God) 
and our own everlasting wel&re. 

Ing, Well, Sir, you have raised in me a very great de- 
sire of knowing more of these Scriptures, which contain 
things wonderful and unknown to us indeed. 

Miss, You must give God the thanks for that desire, 
if it be sincere. I can only speak to your ears ; it is God 
alone that can speak to your heart. Forget not, there- 
fore, to beg of him to make himself and his will known 
to you, and to bless the endeavours of such as desire to 
instruct you in the ways of truth and happiness. 

THE PRAYER. 

Blessed Xord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to 
be written for our learning ; grant thdt I may in such wise 
liear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them» 
that, by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, I may 
embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlast- 
ing life, which thou hast given rae, in my Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen^ 



DIALOGUE VII. 

An account of the fall of man, and what followed there^ 
ufion^ till the coming' of Christ, 

Inquirer, You assured me. Sir, when I was last with 
you, that God had made known to you many things, which 
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our reason cannot account for : I am now come to put yon 
in nund of one diiBculty, which I beg you would explain 
tome : — How man, the creature of an holy and good God^ 
came to have such a strangely disordered nature, suid so 
prone to evil ? 

Missionary, I am obliged to do so ; for without the 
knowledge of this, you can have no true notions of the 
justice, and mercy, and goodness of God. 

What therefore he has made known to us in the holy 
Scriptures, is ;— That after he had made this world, and 
all things in it, in six days, and that he might have crea- 
tures capable of praising him for his wond«rfui works, he 
made one man and one woman, called Adam and Eve^ 
determiriing to make of one blood all nations qf men to 
dwell upon all the face of the earth;* all which are the off- 
spring of that one man and woman. He has also made 
known to us, that these two persons were at first made 
after the likeness of their Creator^ being endued with rea- 
son in perfection, and other heavenly gifts. We learn 
also, that these our first parents, behig thus made perfect 
and good, and capable of living forever,t were placed in 
a happy state, called Paradise, with a promise of life and 
happiness, as long as they continued obedient to their 
Maker's commands. Now these two persons were in a 
state of trial and probation, as we all are at this day, 
though in a manner quite different from ours ; for they, 
coming out of their Maker's hands perfect, that is, endu- 
ed with clear and strong apprehensions of their indispen- 
sable obligation to perform all the great points of morali- 
ty, could not well be supposed to lie under any temptii- 
tion of violating that chief part of their duty. It was 
therefore necessary, that some other test, suitable to the 
place and circumstances they were in, should be requir- 
ed of them, to prove what was in their hearts ; and wheth- 
er they would choose, under the most tempting offers, to 
break an express commandment of God, their Creator, 
Preserver, and Governour, even though the reason of such 
a commandment was not made known unto them* A 
positive injunction, of this kind, God .was pleased to give 

* Acts xvu. 26. f ^rIsd. ii. 23. 
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them ; at the same time enforcing their obedience to it^ 
by threats of a most dreadful penalty, if they should ever 
transgress it. 

And we are to consider the command given to Adam 
concerning the forbidden tree, not as if God only spoke 
concerning that, but he herein commanded him this one 
thing— -OBEY MY VOICE ; that is, You are to do whatever 1 
shall declare to be the duties of your life ; for it was nee* 
essary,that man should obey the Divine Being, and never 
be left to his own guidance, but to be always kept in the 
hand of God*s counsel. 

How long our first parents continued in their duty, we 
are no where told ; but at length, by yielding to the temp* 
tation of an evil spirit, and not regarding the command of 
their Maker,* they did fell from that holy and happy con- 
didon they were in ; and by that most grievous crime (for 
so it appears by the punishment a most righteous God in* 
fiicted on them for it) they highly displeased their Makeri 
who left them to themselves ; and, having lost their inno- 
cence, and that image of God in which they were creat* 
ed,t their nature became sadly changed for the worse. 
And the children which they afterwards begot, being born 
of sinful parents, became, even like their parents, disobe- 
dient and prone to evil, as you see they are at this day ; 
all which these first parents of mankind brought upon 
themselves, and their posterity. 

It was thus that sin, and evils of every kind, and death 
at last, entered into the world, as the just punishment of 
their disobedience to the commands of God ; by which 
all right to his free promise of eternal life and happiness 
was forfeited and lost. 

Tng. This is indeed a plain account how sin and wick- 
edness entered into the world ; and we ought to believe it 
to be a just account, since God has made it known to you 
in his revealed will. 

Miss, As to the corruption of our nature, and the sin 
that does so easily beset us, your own experience will 
convince you of the truth of it And no other reasonable 
account can be given how it came into the world. And 

• Gen. ill t B>id. v. 
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you wUl learn by wbsit followed this act of disobedienees 
itow displeasbig to God it wa8> and the punishment it de- 
served* 

Ingm Will you be so kind as to let me know what fol- 
lowed this sad calamity i 

Mt99* You will easily conceive how miserable the con- 
dition of these our first parents was now become: they 
knew that they had failed in their duty to their Maker ; 
their reason could not inform them how to help theni- 
selves : the loss of their innocence, and of their Maker's 
fkTour, their forfeiture of the happiness they had enjoy ed» 
with their dreadful apprehensions of that death which 
w:as threatened; the sense of these things, would most 
certainly have overwhelmed them, had not the goodness 
of God immediately interposed to keep them from des- 
pair. For though his perfect holiness could not but hate 
the sin> yet his goodness inclined him to have compassion 
on the sinner ; and from thence he took occasion to make 
l^nown another of his most glorious perfections, his infin- 
ite mercy* 

Inq. I am most desirous to hear how that was done. 

Mha, Why, as a remedy for what had been done amiss, 
and could not be undone, their Maker was pleased to en- 
ter into a new covenant with them ; so that neither they, 
nor any of their posterity, should, on account oi their dis- 
obedience, be ruined,. except it was purely their own fault. 

Inq. That was indeed a most kind offer of their offend- 
ed Maker ; pray, what was that covenant ? 

MiB8» It was this ;— -that on account of One, who would 
in due time satisfy hia divine justice for their offence (and 
take vengeance on that evil spirit, that had tempted them 
to disobey his command) he would restore them to his 
favour upon certain conations ; and would appoint them 
means, by which they, and their posterity, might, upon 
their repentance, obtain fads pardon, when they should do 
amiss, as since their fall they would be but too apt to do.* 

Inq. You will now be so kind, as to let me know; what 
followed this promise of God to his sinful creatures. 

Mi89. You must know then, that some of their cliildrea 

• ^ohn ill 16. and 1 Ji^hn iv. 9, 10. 
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and posterity, exercising themselves in repentance of t^ 
depending on this promised Saviour, keeping up a^eenM 
of these things, and an expectation of this {iromise, lived 
in the fear of God.* But many others of thenn/ through 
the corruption of their nature, becatne exceeding wick- 
ed ; one of their 6wn sons murdered his brother i for 
which God, to keep others from committkig such horrid 
crimes, banished him from his presence, and he spent hiis 
days in misery. 

At last, lyickedness increased to su<:h an height, soid^be^ 
came so general, that God was provoked to destroy- the 
whole race of men by a flood (except one upright maA^ 
whose name was Noah,t togetiier with his little family,) 
as I hinted to you before. 

By this good man and his family, the whole earth was 
again filled with people, as it is this day. And while his 
good instructions, and the memory of that dreadful judg- 
ment, lasted, men lived in the fear of God ; but too sooil 
fell into wickedness again: And most of these, loang 
the knowledge of the true God, fell into idolatry, a ^in 
which God prinicipally abhbrs, as most dishonourable to 
his nature, authority, and glory, and as leading' men im^ 

all other itfickedness4 

Ing. Pray, what is that sin of idolatryj which €rod so 
hateth? 

Misa. It is the giving that honour and worship, which 
is only due to the true God, to his creatures, to the sun 
and moon, and to evil spirits, and t<;> the images repre- 
senting these. 

Notwithstanding this, God never left himself widiout 
witness ;§ but gave continual proofe' of his hatred against 
wickedness, and of his favour and protection of good men, 
in all ages, and amongst all nations, even unto this day. 
And thus it is, that calamities of all kinds are brought 
upon earth ; that one nation makes war upon another ; 
these being only instruments in the hands of God, and by 
his wise and just appointment, for thfe punishment of their 
sins. 

Inq, Pray, had any of these nation^ ever afterwards an 

• Gen. v, 24. f Gen. vii. i Bom, i. 28. § Acts xiv. 17. 
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(^portunky of ccjiniDg to the kiiowledge of the true God^ 
^d of the worship due to him ? 

.Mi89, Yes, indeed they had. For the holy Scriptures 
mforni us, that God made choice of a certain person^ 
.-^rliose Aame was Abraham^* and called him and his family 
from the midst of a nation given to idolatry ; that to this 
map he. made himself and his glorious perfections known ; 
and for his encouragement to persevere in his duty, he 
promised, Ma ^ out 0/ his hina in due time the Delvverer 
of the HoorldfTom sin and death ah^mld firoteed^ and that 
in the mean while he loould make hia descendants a great 
0^nd numerous peoples all which was made good in a 
most wonderful manner. His posterity increased exceed- 
ingly ; and wherever they travelled, they communicat- 
ed the knowledge of the true God, and told men how he 
ought to be feared and worshipped ; so that marly naUons 
might have known these things, had it not been their own 
fault ; for God caused them often to wander, that they 
might make him known among men, and cure them of 
their wickedness and idolatry. 

< . It was in the time of that good man, that God shewed 
his. hatred of wickedness, and his displeasure against 
great and bold sinners, after, a manner the most frightful 
and astonishing. There were several considerable cities, 
the chief of which were Sodom and Gomorrah, the inhab- 
itants of which, through pride, fulness of bread, and 
much idleness, fell into all manner of wickedness ; 
which provoked God to make them an example^ of his 
displeasure against such sins ; for he rained down fire and 
brimstone upon them,t and utterly destroyed both them, 
their towns, and their whole land, the dreadful marks of 
"Which are to be seen- at this day. At the «ame time, God, 
to show his caie for those that feared him, sent his an- 
gels, and delivered one good man, whose name was Lot, 
and his family, out of that fearful destruction.^ 

Aftei? this, the children of Abraham, to whom the 
promise was made, multiplied exceedingly ; to whose 
posterity God gave very particular laws and directions, 
how they might live so as to J^ease their Maker, and not 

• Gen. xii. -|- Gen. xix. 24.  Gen. xix. 
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hurt one another ;* and wrought most wonderful things 
before their eyes, when he delivered tiiemout of a ino^« 
Groel bondage ; to convince them, and all other nations^ 
that should hear of these things, that the idols, and evil 
spirits, which they worshipped, were no Gods; and that 
tiiat there was no God, but the God of this people. 

Inq, Pi'ay, what were the laws and directions tliat God 
gave this people and nation ?  

Miss. The chief of them were these that follow : That 
they should neither have nor worship any other God but 
him who had done such wonders for them: that they 
should not make any visible image or representation of 
him: that they should not profane, his holy name r that^ 
they should keep, holy one day in seven, to preserve the 
remembrance of him, and his works: that they should 
love and honour their parents:! that they should love 
one another, as being all the creatures of a good God ; 
aud neither hate nor murder any one : that they shoidd 
not commit adultery, or be guilty of any lewdness : that they 
should not steal, or lie, or bear false witness, or co'vet or set 
their hearts upon what was another man's. And, remem- 
ber what I tell you, the substance of these laws was givea 
soon after the flood to Noah and his family, from whom 
the present race of mankind is derived, though the great- 
est part of their posterity soon forgot them* 

Soon after God had given his peculiar people these 
laws, he settled them, after a most wonderful manner, 
and in a fruitful land, which he had long before promised 
to Abraham, their great forefather, and blessed them ex- 
ceedingly while they observed his jaws. But^even these 
people, through the corruption of nature, often trans- 
gressed his commands, and were as often punished, and 
upon their repentance pardoned ; till at last, they grow- 
ing incurably wicked, he permitted their enemies to des- 
troy most of them, their cities, their land) and their place 
of worship ; and they are at this day dispersed over the 
face of the earth, without any sure settlement. » 

Now, u few years before tlus happened, the time Was 
come, when the grej^t God was pleased to send into the ' 

* Exod. xxt fExod. XX. 12. 
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wdpld that Person or Prophet, whom he had protnisedto 
our first parents^ and who had eagaged to make satisfac- 
tion to the div^iiie justice for their great offence. But a 
partieuiar account of this person and blessing will take 
up more time th?n, I believe, you have now to spare ^ I 
shall therefore defer it till you come next to me. In the 
mean time pray earnestly to God, that he jnay not suffer 
your heart to be hardened, but that you may ever beljeve 
his promises,^^ and stand in awe of his judgments. 

THE PRAYER. 

I B^LiETB : Lord, increase my faith, and give me grace, 
that with a holy life, I may adorn the religion I profess. 
Keep mie stedfast in this faith, that no errors may sep- 
arate me from thee ; but that thy love, O merciful God ; 
thy grace, O blessed_ Jesus ; thy fellowship, O Holy 
Ghost, may defend and comfort me in all dangers and 
adversities, until I attain the end of my faith, even the. 
salvation of my soul. Amen. 



DIALOGUE VHL 

Je$ti8 Christ the Mediator and Saviour of the world^ 
and the Head of all Christians, 

Inquirer, You shewed me, Sir, when I waited on you 
last, how man came to fall from that upright and happy 
condition in which be was created j and how he, and all 
his posterity, became subject to sin, to misery, and. to 
death ; as also, how thfeir Maker spared the lives of our 
first parents, although they had deserved immediate death, 
on account of one who had engaged to satisfy the divine 
justice for their transgression, and for the offences, of all 
their postea'ity, upon the most merciful conditions* And I 
•left you with a most earnest desire of knowing more of that 
sacred Person, who wias to come into the world for tliat 
end, and, as you intimated to me, did come about that 
time, when God had, for their sins, cast off that people, 
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whom he had so long, and so remarkably^ fayoured and 
protected, above the other nations of the worfd. 

Missionary. I toid you before, that this divine Person 
knowing into what a miserable condition the two first par- 
ents of mankind had brought themselves and their pos- 
terity, by their disobedience to their Maker ; how dread- 
fully sad their punishment would be, and of what as in- 
valuable happiness they would be deprived ; he, by God's 
most gracious appointment, undertook to satisfy the di- 
vine justice, by submitting to such sufferings as God was 
pleased to accept by way of atonement for the sins of 
men. 

Inq, Pray, Sir, how did Jesus Christ do this ? 

Miss, As I told you before, he, out of love to his oth- 
erwise lost creatures, took the perfect nature of a man, 
both body and soul, ii>to union with his divine nature, and 
was born of a pure virgin, that he might be seen, and con- 
verse with men, and in their nature be capable of suffer- 
ing for the sins of men. 

Now, in that body, here upon earth, in the first place, 
he let mankind know God's wonderful goodness, and his 
readiness to forgive offenders, even the greatest offenders, 
upon their repentance, belief in him, and his undertaking; 
and return to their duty ; as also, how they ought to live 
so as to please God, and be an honour to their Makers- 
And by his most wise and holy life, and doctrine, and ex- 
ample, he shewed what an excellent creature man was, 
before he lost his innocence, and fell into a state of sin 
and corruption ; as also, how hateful to God sin must be, 
since so divine a Person, which, you will see hereafter, 
was the Son of the most high God, was obliged to come 
down from heaven, to satisfy God's justice, and to save 
men from the punishment it deserved. For his divine 
nature, though it could not suffer, yet being thus person- 
ally united to his humanity, gave such a virtue and value 
to the sacrifice, as 4*endered it a proper and sufficient 
atonement to the divine justice for our sins. 

After he had in his public ministry fully declared the 
design of his coming, and performed such miraculous 
things as were sufficient to convince all well disposed peo<» 
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j^le, that he wfta/Ae Son q/'Garf, and sent by him to de- 
clare his Father's will ta men ; after this, that, as Son of 
God, he might make full satisfaction to the diyine justice, 
iBiBce no less a sacrifice could do it, he vriliingly laid 
donirn his own life, for his otherwise undone creatures. 

Inq, 1 begin now to understand what before I was 
amazed at — why God would suffer his own Son to be put 
"to death by wicked men ; and why his Son would choose 
to be so dealt with, when he could have hindered it; I 
suppose it was because he had undertaken the cause of 
sinners, and suffered death to make an atonement for 
them, and to satisfy the justice of his offended Father, 
who theiefore permitted him to be put to death. 

Miss, You understand it right. And the great God« 
to convince the world, that Vis justice was satisfied by 
this most worthy sacrifice, raised him from the dead, the 
third day after he had been crucified and buried ; by 
^vhich he wasy in the most convincing and fiowerful man^ 
ner, declared to be the Son of God ;* of all which the 
holy Scriptures give us a particular account, and, for our 
comfort, declare, that God had laid on him tht iniquity of 
'US dU ;t that he taxied death for every man^\ i, e. for ev- 
ei^y penitent sinner, from the firet man that was made, to 
the last that shall be bom into the world ; lastly, that he 
^ftas saved us by his bloody out of every kindred^ and 
tongue^ and fieofile^ and nation,^ 

Inq. It seems then, that we also have an interest and 
right in the blessings which he has purchased by his 
death. - ^  

' Miss, Most certainly you have ; for so he hath declar- 
ed—Ma^ the Gentiles^ such as were strangers to the true 
•Godj should be fellow heirs with his chosen fieofile^ and 
^fthe same body^ and fiartakers of his promise in Christ.\\ 

Inq. Pray, what is meant by the Gentiles being of the 
same body. 

Miss. The meaning is this: that you should be of the 
same holy society with God's chosen people ; and that, 
as we are the creatures of one and the same God, and 

• Rom. i. 4. t I»a. liii. 6. t Heb. ii. 9. 
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children of one and the same Father, and redeemed by the 
same Saviour, you should now be made men^>er$ of the 
same body, or holy society, which is called the church erf 
Ck)d, of which Jesus Christ is the Head and Govemour. 

Inq. I should be very thankful, if you would explain 
that to me mor& particularly. 

MUb, You must know then, that after the Son of God 
had by his death made an atonement for the sins of man- 
kind, lie commanded his apostles to offer the blessings he 
had purchased unto all the nations of the earth, in order 
to take out qfthema [leofilefor the glory cf God ;* and 
to let all men know the merciful favours which the great 
God offered them by his Son, which were-— re^e«^cnc^ 
on men's /lart, and forgiveness of sins on the fiart of 
God ; and that this should be preached in his name among 
all nations ;\ and that all such as would receive him as 
their Redeemer and Lawgiver, should be entered into one 
society, called the church or body of Christy because he 
is the head of this body, and goveniour of this society, 
whioh is made up of all true believers in all nations of the 
world ; that as he had redeemed them, he might protect, 
and govern, and keep them in the way of life and happi- 
ness ; and lastly, that the great truths of Christianity, and 
the lioly Scriptures, in which they are contained, might 
be preserved, being to be constantly read, explained, and 
preached among them. . 

Inq. But, good Sir, how can people of so many distant 
nations, and different laws and languages, be one society ? 

Miss. They are all of one society, as they all agree in 
one faith, and profess to be governed by one law of Jesus 
Christ ; as they all engage to renounce the devil, and all 
the ways of an evil world, and to worship the one and on- 
ly true God ; as they all profess to receive the holy Scrip- 
tures to be the only rule of both their faith and manners ; 
as they all are redeemed by the same sacrifice ; as. they 
all pray to one and the same -God, in the name, and for 
the sake, of the same Mediator and Advocate; as they 
are all received into the same society, by one and the 
same ordinance of baptism; and are under the di- 

* Acts XV. 14.. t Luke txiv. 47. - 
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rection and influence of the same Holy Spirit ; and tL% 
they all hope to meet together hereafter, in the same, 
place of joy aiKl felicity, the kingdom of heaven. 

Ing, I think I understand you very well. I should be 
thankful therefore, if you would let me know what are the 
privileges or blessings of 1)cing a member of this society. 

Miss* The blessings are many and great, such as these 
following : you will be enabled to answer the end for 
which you were made, and sent into the world. If you 
enter into this society with true repentance of your sins, 
true faith in Jesus Christ, and a sincere purpose of living 
as a Christian ought to do, all your past sins will be for- 
given you ; and, if you afterwards fall into sin (as you will 
be but too apt to do,) you will have Jesus Christ an ad» 
Tocate with his Father for your pardon^ ufion your rc" 
fientance^ and return to your duty.* Beside this, you 
will be under the special care and protection of God ; you 
will have the ministers of Christ to instruct you, and 
God's all-powerful Spirit to direct^ support, and comfort 
you in all your distresses. You will have an interest in 
all the prayers and blessings of that society throughout 
the world; every member of that society being bound to 
seek the good of the whole body, to relieve the necessi- 
ties of such as are in want, or in miseries, and all beinj^ 
mutually obliged to pray for each other. Lastly, you will 
have a most sure title to eternal life and happiness after 
death. 

Jnq. There is no man, sure, who is in his right mind, 
b\it would most earnestly desire to be a member of such a 
society, if he could hope to do what will be required of 
him as a Christian. For, as I remember, you told me, 
that a Christian has many enemies and difficulties to 
strive with. 

Miss. That is true. But then take this most certain 
truth along with you— that a righteous and good God will 
not require any thing of his creatures, but what he will 
enable them to do, if they will but use their own endeav- 
ours ; every person, who sincerely purposes to become a 
Christian, having a most sure promise of bein^ assisted 

 I John i. 9. ii. 1. 
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by God's Hofy Spirit to please his Maker, and to keep 
his commands. - 

And, forasmuch as we must be made holy, as ever we 
hope to be happy, it is this good and Holy Spirit, that 
must make us so; which he doth, by putting into our 
hearts good desires and purposes of pleasing God, and a 
fear of offending him ; by convincing us,^ that nothing ia 
required of us, but what is absolutely necessary for our 
good and happiness ; by helping our good endeavours, and 
defending us against the malice and power of evil spirits ; 
by setting home upon our hearts, the joys and happiness 
that are proposed to us, and the dreadful misery which 
will be the portion of such as despise them : all which 
that Holy Spirit doth perform in us by a sure, though an 
invisible power. 

hiq. How can we be sure of this, since you say he U 
not to be seen ? 

\Afws. Can you see the wind ? 
Jnq. No. 

Miss, How can you be sure there is such a thing ? 

Inq, Because I hear the sound of it, and feel the force 
of it upon myself. 

Miss, Are you sure, that you have a soul or spirit with* 
in you, which governs all your actions ? 

Inq. I cannot but be sensible and sure of that, because 
I feel something within me, sometimes accusing, some- 
times excusing, according as I do what is good or other* 
wise. 

Miss, Yet you never saw that power ; you are sure of 
it only by its effects. 

Inq. Pray make that plain to me. 

Miss. Do not you know a tree by the fruit it beards ? 
Doth not a good tree bring forth good fruit ? Doth ncft 
a corru/it tree bring forth bad fruit ?* Just so, when a 
good spirit governs any person, you see it plainly by his 
life and conversation ; as also, when you see any man lead 
an evil life, you may be sure he is governed by an evil 
spirit. 

Inq, 1 understand you very well ; and would be thank^ 

* Matth. vii. 17. 
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y fill, if you would let mc know what are the- fruits which 
distinguish a good spirit from one that is evil ? 

Mha, The sure signs, that the Holy Spirit of God 
governs any man, are these following fruits : a love of 
God, and of men for his sake ; living in peace, as much 
as possible, with all others ;* forgiving those that have 
injured us, as we hope to be forgiven our many offences 
against God ; a readiness to do good to all men ; a con- 
stant endeavour to mortify our corrupt affections, our 
lusts, and evil desires ; being content with our condition $ 
being humble, meek, and temperate ; and in all improve- 
ments in knowledge, faith, holiness, and obedience, mak- 
ing an humble acknowledgment of our unwoithiness, 
giving Christ the glory of our salvation, and the Holy 
Spirit the honour of our imjirovement in these things : 
These, and such as these, are sure signs, that a man is 
governed by the Holy Spirit of God.f 

On the other hand, the sure signs of a man's not being 
under the influence of the good spirit, are such evil fruits 
as these following : adultery, fornication, idolatry, witch- 
craft, envy, hatred, and malice ; a disposition to revenge 
and murder, drunkenness, revellings, hardness of heart, 
unbelief, and contempt of the gospel, and such sins as 
these 5 God having expressly declared, that they who do 
such things shall never be happy ; but shall have their 
portion with those evil spirits, by whose wicked sugges- 
tions they had been seduced to commit them. 

Ing, One would think, that such as know the dreadful 
punishment denounced against wickedness, would never 
persist in it, but immediately endeavour to escape from so 
dangerous a condition. 

Mias. They certainly would do so ; but, having wilful- 
ly forsaken the ways of God, they have grieved the Holy 
Spirit, and forced him to depart from them, and to leave 
them to themselves ; so that their hearts are hardened, 
and their minds are void of understanding. 

Inq, If I remember well, you told me, that all men 
are subject to sin, even Christians, as well as others, 

• Gal. v. 22. t Rom. vil 14. 
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though they have received that Holy Spirit for a princi- 
ple of a new life. 

Miss, I told you so, and I told you nothing but the 
truth ; for so they arc, until, by the influence of that good 
spirit, they are made completely holy, which is not to be 
expected till we die, and go to heaven. I told you also 
another truth : that a Christian is not one, who has no fail- 
ings ; but he is one, who, by the power and favour of that 
Holy Spirit, watches and strives against the corruption of 
his nature continually, so as never to live in any known sin 
Whatever. 

Ing» I remember you told me so before ; and I am 
convinced of the truths you have now explained to mc. 
And I must beg of you, at your leisure, to let me know, 
what will be required of me in order to my being baptiz- 
ed, and made a member of that society, to which you have 
convinced me so many blessings have been promised by 
the.great God. 

MUs, That I will very willingly endeavour to do, the 
next time you c(^vt^e to me. In the mean time, forget not 
to beg of God, to give his blessing and^ success to such as 
desire and strive to instruct you in the ways of life and 
happiness, and to give you grace to foUpw their godly in- 
structions and admonitions, in words to the following pur- 
pose. 

THE PRAYER. 

O MERCIFUL God, and lover of souls, bless the pious 
endeavours of such as are appointed to instruct me in the 
ways of truth and godliness : leave me not to my own 
choice, but give 'me a heart always open to receive the 
truth, and a constant resolution to observe and obey it : 
and that I may remember thee my Creator all my day 89 
cheerfully embrace salvation by thy Son our Lord, and 
submit to his government, let thy Holy Spirit ever ac- 
company me, and inspire me with sound principles of vir- 
tue, religion, and holiness, for thy mercy's sake in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE IX. 

Being an abstract qf the former Dialogues and 

Instructions* 

Inquirer. Kind Sir, I am come to put you in mind of 
/bur promise to instruct me, how I may become a mem- 
ber of that society, to which you told me so many bless* 
ings do belong. 

Missionary, I would now do it, but upon second 
thoughts I am of opinion, it will be best for you, that I put 
you again in mind of the truths you have already learned, 
and assented to, that you may be able to answer it to your 
own reason, and to every one who shall ask you— Why 
you choose to be a Christian ? And that your ftdth being 
surely established, you may be convinced, that it is your 
interest, as well as duty, to make such a choice % and that 
you may not hereafter become a Scandal to the Christian 
religion, or be tempted to forsake it on account of any 
difficulties you may meet with, or the bad example of 
wicked men who profess it. 

Inq. I heartily thank you for so kind a proposal ; and 
I will hear you most willingly. 

Miss. You have declared already, that you are fully 
convinced, that there is but one God of all the nations of 
the world ; that is, a Being most wise, most powerful, 
most holy, most just, and good ; who, after he had made 
the world, and all things in it, by his great power, made 
man, and endued him with reason and understanding, to 
the end he might have a creature on earth capable of 
knowing and honouring his IVfaker. 

Inq. I am most fully convinced of this, and do most 
firmly believe it. 

Miss. How then do you think it comes to pass, that so 
many people endued with reason are so far from being an 
honour to that God, on whom they depend for life and 
breath, and all things which they enjoy, or hope for, that 
they neither fear, nor love, nor honour, nor are concerned 
to please him? / 

Inq. I have noi, Sir, forgot the account you gave me, 



how this carae to pass ; how the first parents of mankind 
came to fall from that happy temper and condition ia 
which they were made, by yielding to the temptation of 
dD evil spirit, and breaking a strict command, which their 
•Maker had given them for a trial of their obedience t 
and what a s^ change and disorder was thereby made m 
their nature and in the world, insomuch that both they, 
and their posterity, which inherited their corrupt nature^ 
became prone to evil, and subject to sin and death, and to 
all the sorrows, miseries^ and afflictions, which lead to 
death ; and that this was the true occasion of all the mis- 
chiefs and wickedness which we see and hear of in the 
world. 

Miss 4 I am very glad yoti remember this so well. For^ 
indeed) without the knowledge of this unhappy fall of 
man, and the corruption of our nature, which followed, 
you can never fully understand, nor truly value, the wis- 
dom^ the justice, the mercy, and the goodness of God ; 
nor would the Christian religion appear to you so great a 
blessing as it really is. 

Ing. You will be so kind as to explain this to me a lit- 
tle more particularly ; that I may embrace it with full 
satisfaction, and never forsake it» 

Miss^ You will remember then what T told you before : 
that we know and are assured of this, by a writing which 
came from God, of which we have most undoubted proofs, 
and by which we are informed, how merciful God was in 
sparing the lives of these our unhappy parents, which they 
had forfeited by their great offence, and this for the sake 
of his beloved Son, who undertook to see his justice fully 
satisfied, and to use all proper means to make men sensi- 
ble of their offences, and bring them back to the duty 
they owe to their Maker. . - 

That, in order to this, his Son, who is called Christ,, 
and from whom we Christians have our name, came down 
from heaven to earth, and was made man, and conversed 
with men ; and declared unto them, as he was the Son of 
the most high God, and had a tender compassion for poor 
sinners, so he had undertaken to be a Peace Maker be** 
tween God and them; and that he was a Messenger sent 
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ftota him to tnake his will known unto men ; and that 
God had committed the government of all mankind to 
hira. 

All which God himself confirmed by a voice trom 
heaven.* And his Son^ when on earth, convinced all -who 
were disposed to receive the truth, that these things were 
true, by his doing such wonderful works as none but Crod 
could do ; by the holiness of his life ; by the most lig^h- 
teous laws which he gave unto men ; and above all, by 
bis rising again from the dead, after he had, by wicked 
hands, been murdered. 

/«y. All this I remember, and only desire you will re- 
peat the message which this wonderful Person brought 
£rom God to men. 

A6'««. In the first place, he made known to them, their 
miserable condition by mature and practice : and that it 
was yet a condition not without hope. That as his jus- 
tice could not let sin go unpunished, so his gobdness 
would not let his unhappy creatures be ruined, except 
they obstinately refused to accept of the merciful terms 
proposed to them. 

That therefore God had been pleased, for his Son's 
t^e, to promise, that all such as should be made sensi- 
ble of their bad condition, and would return to the duty 
which they owe to their Maker, shall have all their past 
offences pardoned, shall be received into his favour again, 
and be made forever happy with him : but that all who 
know this, and would not receive, and thankfully comply 
with, so kind an offer, shall die in their sitis, and be pun- 
ished without mercy. In a word, that their happiness or 
misery would depend upon their good or bad behaviour 
in this world. For that God had appointed a day in 
TTldch he would judge the world most righteously, re- 
ward the truly penitent and good, and punish those that 
continue obstinate and wicked.f 

Ing» Will you now. Sir, be so good as to let me know 
the way which this wonderful Person did make use of to 
prevail with men to embrace this most kind message of 
God to men ? 

• Matth. iu. 17. t Acts xvii; 31. 
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MU»* In the first place, he shewed thexn what a ten- 
der i^ompasfiion God liad for his unhappy creatures, who 
were wilfully going on in the way of ruin, without pcrceiv- 
big it I And that he was so good as to send his own Son 
from heaven to save them from destruction. 

He told them further, that the sins of men were so 
many, so great, and universal, that no less a satisfaction 
would be accepted foi* their pardon, than the death of his 
own Son ; that therefore he had taken upon himself the 
cause of sinners, and put himself in their place and stead, 
that he might suffer and die for them. 

And God, to shew men how well he was satisfied with 
his Son's sufferings for the sins of men, raised him from 
-death, and set him at his own right hand ; where he Ihym 
eth forever^ to make iniercesaion Jor all such aa come 
unto God by him,* 

Inq. All this I remember, and I cannot but admire 
the great love of God and Christ for such unworthy crea« 
tures. Pray, have any other ways been taken of bring- 
ing men to a sense of the duty they owe to theit Makers 
and of promoting their happiness \ 

Miss. I hope you have not forgot what I told you, that 
Christ, after his ascent into heaven, sent down the Holy 
Ghost upon his apostles in a most wonderful manner, who 
established that society which we call the Church of Christ, 
as the most proper means of bringing men to the knowl- 
edge ^f the true God, of salvation by his Son, and of en- 
gaging in the regular and faithful discharge of the sever- 
al duties they owe to God, to themselves, and to all man* 
kind. 

For in that society he has appointed certain persons 
his miniatersj who are to watch for the aoula qfmeriy aa 
they that must give account of them ;* to let them know 
what they must do to be saved ; to minister to men the 
means of grace and salvation; to instruct the ignorant ^ 
to comfort and help the weak, and raise up them that fall ; 
to offer up to God supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanks for all men ; and, in one word, to endeavoul* 
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that all ^ men may attsdn that happioess, wlilcli Jestts 
Christ bas purchased by bis most precious blood. - 

Inq, This I have not forgot : Nor what you told me 
further, that forasmuch as God had detennined to judge 
mankind, acording to their behaviour in this life, he has 
given to Christians certain laws and rules, by which tbey 
shall be judged to happiness or misery, at that great day 4 
and that these laws and rules are to be found in that book 
which yoD call T/ie Word of Godj because it was written 
by men appointed of God. May I beg you to giv« mc a 
short account of that book ? 

Mf88. In the first part of those scriptures, called The 
Old Testament^ we have an account of the creation of the 
world, and of God's infinite power, wisdom, justice, and 
goodness in the government of it : We have there an ac- 
count, as I have told you, of the original happiness of our 
first parents, and of their sinful fall from tiiat condition ; 
we have also encouraging notices of the recovery of 
mankind fi*om this sad condition ; and are Informed how» 
in all ages, God has often protected and blessed the good, 
and punished the wicked ; in order to convince men, that 
he sees and ordereth all things for his own glory, and the 
good of his creatures. 

In that part of the Scriptures which we call The Got' 
jielfVre have a particular account of the life of Christ ; 
his most perfect example ; his most holy precepts ; some 
of his numberless and wonderful miracles ; how he was 
approved of God to be his Son, and the Messenger of his 
\vill to men ; how he was by wicked hands crucified and 
slain : that he died, was buried, and that all these his suf- 
ferings were a proper atonement for our sins; that he rose 
again the third day from the dead, conversed with his 
followers, and in their sight ascended into heaven .; from 
whence he sent down the Holy Ghost, who enabled them 
to speak all manner of languages ; that they might by 
this astonishing miracle, prove their mission, and be able 
to teach all men these wonderful things, and bring them 
to the knoxvledgeof the truth, that th^y might be saved ; 
and lastly, fiow great numbers of all the then known world 
<imbraced the Christian religion ; that isj all such as fear- 



iA Godf and were coBCertied to save themselves from th«^ 
"wicked generation^saw plaiolys that the Christian reli- 
l^on was most agreeable to reason ; and the biesisings it 
proposed to men^ greater than all the world besides 
could give them. 

Inq^ Will you be so good as to repeat again the chief 
of those great truthsy and the blessing you speak of? 

Mia^. The truths which ccHicem us to know, and which 
the Christian religion, and that only, teaches us, are such 
as these : That we are fallen under God*s displeasure, 
and yet may be restored to his favour, and have all our 
ofTences pardoned through the satis&ction of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ ; tliat our life here is only a state of trial, and a 
passage to a life either of happiness or misery, which is to 
last forever ; that this happiness or misery will be accord- 
ing to our behaviour here, ; and that we should so live, as 
to glorify God, and be blessings to ourselves and others* 

In short, the Christian religion proposes a remtedy for 
all the evils we are subject to, which we either feel or 
fear ; and is designed to restore men to that holy temper 
which is absolutely necessary to fit them for heaven and 
happiness ; that is, to make them truly good and just, 
wise for themselves, kind, sober, chaste, and temperate, 
peaceable, and ^ seful in their generation. And . it will be 
purely their own fault, if they are not such i for this r^ 
ligion affords them all the encouragement and assistance, 
that their case can possibly demand, or their hearts caa 
reasonably desire. 

Inq. You have, Sir, fully convinced me of |he great 
blessing of being a Christian i for which I heartily thank 
you. 

MU9, Give God the thanks ; it is he only can open your 
eyes, to see both your danger, and your interest. 

Inq. If I shall not be too troublesome, I would only 
ask you at present, what answer I shall give to such of 
our people as shall press me to tell them, why I am re- 
solved to become a Christian ? 

Miss, After what you have already learned, you can 
tell them with truth, that you found you wanted some* 
i:hmg which you had not in yourself, to make your mi^ 

7* 
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fftftf^ and f Our condlticn safe ^ that your own re^sen con- 
vincedyoU) that such a crciature as man could Bot be 
made, and sent into the worldi only to eat and drinks and 
liVe and die, as the beasts of tlius field ^ that you had often 
irished to know for what end the great God made men ; 
what service tbc^ owe him ; whether the way yoii were in 
was pleasing or displeasing to him ; and o&en wished to 
know, what becomes of men after they die^ and^ leave this 
world. 

You can tell them, that none with whom you had oon-* 
versed, could giye you any reasonable satisfaction con** 
cerning these matters, until, meeting with sober people 
among Christians, you have been convinced, that you, and 
many other people and nations, had lost the knowledge 
of the only true God, who made the world,- and all things 
in it; and that Christians have among thein a writing, 
which gives them a full and most worthy account of that 
great and good Being; how he made of one blood all the 
naPioiis of the earth ;* what excellent and innocent crea- 
lures he made the first parents of mankind;! and how 
ithey and their posterity^came to be changed so much for 
rthe: wtA*se, and subject to such evil dispositions, to so 
many ifilseries and afilictions as now we see they are. By 
those v^ritings, you can tell them, Christians are assured 
iiow wonderfully good and kind God will be to such as 
dHlgently seek him,^ and desire to please him; and that 
all who are not enemies to themselves, may be as happy 
as their own hearts can wish. 

* You can tell them moreover, that God has made known 

.in these writings, what men endued with reason ought io 

do, and what to avoid, if they hope to please theh* Maker, 

^and thciir Lord ; what great happiness they will deprive 

themselves of, if they strive not to know, and to do, his 

will >%r thait such as repent of their sins, believe in the 

Saviour he has sent, and obey his commands, will, when 

they die, be happy forever ; free from fear, from the mal* 

ice of their enemies, from psdn, from sorrow, from cares, 

-jBrom pppression, from sickness, and from misery after 

death ; and enjoy all the blessectoess of which their na- 

• Acts xvu. 26. t Gen. i. ii. iii. i Heb. xL 6. 
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tiire is capable* And that such as have not been carehil 
to please their Maker, shsdl be condemned to everlasting^ 
misery* 

If thef ask yoxi, as to be sure they will, how Christians 
can be assured, that these writings and truths came from 
God ; you may assure them, that if any man sincerely de- 
sires to know God's will, he shall find such proofs as shall 
convince him, that these writings, afid the doctrines they 
contain, are ifrqm God, and not of men.* 

If they tell you, as they did before, that many who call 
themselves Christians live as if not one word of those 
Scriptures were true ; you may assure them, that all 
good Christians are much concerned for the offence these 
give to you and to others : that indeed they are not true 
Christians, but such as being unwilling to forsake their 
•sins, and resolved to follow their lusts, without disturb* 
ance, strive to forget the truths they have learned, be- 
cause the remembrance of them makes them uneasy ; 
and being by a just judgment of God left to themselves, 
they have at last lost all sense of the dreadful punishment 
which hangs over their heads : that this falling away of 
Christians from their holy profession, and turning the 
grace of God, which teaches them fo deny ail ungodU* 
neaa, and worldly lustSy into wantonnees^ is so far from 
being an objection to the truth of Christianity, that it is an 
argument for it : since this was foretold by the divinely 
inspired penmen of the holy scriptures, ^that there wotdd 
be some, who would hold the truth in unrighteousness, 
and others that would draw back to perdition, and quite 
forsake the holy commandments. 

. Inq» Kind Sir, your repetition of these things, for which 
I am most thankful, has confirmed me in my earnest de- 
sire and purpose to become a Christian. And I beseech 
you, once more, to instruct me, what will be required of 
me in order to be made a member of that society which 
you call the church of Christ. 

Mi99, That I' will gladly do, when you come to me 
again. And may that good Spirit, which has put this 
purpose into your heart, keep you in this good disposi* 

• Jolin vii. IT' 
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tl0o ! And do not you youi*8clf fitget to biBg «f 0od, that 
he may perfeet the good wo);k which he has beguB in 
you. 

THE PRAYER. 

Almighty God, who alone canst order the unruly wills 
and affections of sinful men, grant me grace to \nihstanii 
the temptations of the devil, the world, and the flesh, that 
I may never follow, nor be led by them ; keep it ever in 
the heart of thy servant, that it is indeed an evil and bitter 
thing to forsake the Lord, that I may never return to the 
sins I have repented of. Make me ever mindftil of my 
infirmities, that I may look up to thee for help and assist«- 
ance ; and grant that we, to whom thou hast given an 
hearty desire to pray, may, by thy mighty aid, be defend- 
ed and comforted in all dangers and adversities, through. 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 



DIALOGUE X. 

Of Bafitism. 

Missionary, I am ^lad to see you here again so s oon* 
It is a good sign you are in earnest, and sincerely desir • 
ous of becoming a Christian. 

Inquirer. Indeed, Sir, so I am. You have convinced 
me, that it is my interest, as well as duty, to be a Chris- 
tian. 

Miss* I must not suffer you to be under such a mis^- 
take ; it was not I alone that could convince you ; it was 
the good Spirit of God, who is always ready to enlighten 
the minds, and open the hearts, of such as are in fear for 
themselves, and would gladly know the will of God, and 
the way to please him. I am only his messenger to you, 
and, I hope, for your everlasting good. 

Jnq» I hope so too. And therefore am now come to be 
instructed— how i may be admitted into the society of 
Christian people. 
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Ws8. You ixra^ know tiieii, that Chmt) the Son <9l 
Croi^ and the Head and Governour of that society, has ap^ 
pointed two holy ordinances, which we call sacraments, 
to be of perpetual use in his church, as signs, seals, and 
pledges of God's fulfilling his promises of blessing, upon 
pur compli^ce with the rules of our duty ; and by which 
he has determined to bestow his favours and blessings on 
such as are worthy of them ; the one is called baptism, 
or the washing of water, a figure of regeneration, by 
which all that are well disposed and qualified are to be 
received into his church, which is the society of all Chris- 
tian people throughout the world : the other sacrament is 
called THE lord's SUPPER, and appointed by Christ him- 
self, as an especial means, by which that society is to 
keep up the remembrance of what he has done and bu£- 
fered to redeem them from misery. 

By the sacrament of baptism, God is graciously pleas- 
ed to enter into covenant with his poor creatures, where-' 
by he promises, on his part, to take them under his espcw 
cial protection, and to give them all that is necessary to 
fit them for heaven and happiness, when they die ; and 
Christians, on their part, bind themselves to become 
Christ's faithful servants unto their lives* end. 

Ifiq. Sir, you often mention our being God's servants, 
and serving God : does God want any service that we can 
do him ? 

Miss, No, truly : he stands in no need of our prayer^,- 
our praises, or our services. They cannot profit him : 
but he having given us certain commands about our ad* 
dressing ourselves to him in adorations, supplications, and 
thanksgivings ; when we obey these commands he is 
graciously pleased to deem it serving, honouring, and glo- 
rifying him, though in truth we only profit ourselves here- 

by. 

• Jnq, You will be pleased to let me know when and how 
Christ appointed the sacrament of baptism ? 

Mias, Just before he left this world, he gave his apos- 
tles, who were his ministers, this command : — Go ye^ and 
fftake discifiles of all nations^ bafitizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and qf the Holy Ghost ; 



ttachitig them to observe all things w/iatsoevcr I ^-ve 
commanded you,* 

Now here are several things, which I would have you 
carefully to observe and remember : first, the absolute 
necessity of believing and receiving the message which 
God sent to the world by his Son : secondly, the necessi- 
ty of being joined to his church by baptism, when that 
blessing can be obtained : thirdly, the dreadful condition 
of such as obstinately continue in their unbelief, when the, 
gospel is preached to them : and lastly, observe the very 
strict command of Christ to his ministers, first to teach, 
but then to teach only, whatever he has comimianded ; by 
which true ministers of Christ are to be known from false 
teachers. 

Inq. How is baptism administered ? 

Miss. By dipping the person under water, or pouring, 
or sprinkling water upon him, at the same time pronounc- 
ing these words ; 'I baptize thee in the name of the Fa* 
thef, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost/ 

Inq, What do you mean by being baptized in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ? 

Mi98* It is to shew that men, who through the corrup- 
tion of their nature are no more worthy to be called the 
children of God, are by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, born as it were again, made 
»ew creatures, and thus admitted into a new covenant, on 
condition of their entering into a solemn engagement, to 
believe and obey whatever is commanded in the gospel of 
Christ, in the name, or by the authority, of God the Fa- 
ther, who created them ; of God the Son, who redeemed 
them ; and of God the Holy Ghost, who enlightens ai^d 
sancUfies them* 

Inq. Are all persons capable of baptism ? 

MUs. Yes : both infants and grown persons, 

Inq^ What is required of those persons who are grown 
ta years of discretion, in order to their baptism ? 

Mi9H* Faith, and repentance ; that is, to believe sin- 
cerely all the doctrines of the gospel,' and to repent of all 
^rmer sins. 

• Matth. xxvlii. 19, 20. 
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Inq* But what if he fall again into sin ? 
Miaa; It is then necessary, that he should restore him* 
self to the benefits of his baptism by a renewal of his re- 
pentance. 

Inq, But why arc infants baptized, who are not €S^pa« 
ble of these qualifications ? 

Miaa, Though they are not capable of faith and repent- 
ahce, they are capable of being admitted into covenaitf 
with God, as the children of the Jews were, by the es* 
pecial appointment of God, by circumcision. 

Inq. What is meant by washing with water such as 
are baptized \ 

Mias. It is an outward sign or token, sigmfying and 
assuring us, from Christ himself, that as our bodies are 
made clear by water, so surely the souls of all, who are 
true believers and penitents, being thus dedicated to God, 
are cleansed from all past sins, and are put into the way. 
of salvation, by being admitted into the church of Christ> 
and made members of his mystical body, which is the 
blessed company of all faithful people. And lastly, we 
are, by the words used in this ordinance, made to under- 
stand, how our salvation is brought about ; that is to say^ 
by God the Father, who loved us, even after we had re- 
belled against him : by his Son, who putichased salvation 
for us : and by the Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth us. 

Tnq. Pray, Sir, explain this a little clearer and fuller 
to me. • 

Miaa. You must know then, that the washing with 
water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, confirms and seals to the person thus 
washed, the covenant of repentance, for the remission of 
sins, of which covenant Christ is the JVIediator ; for by 
him only we have access to the Father. We are bom in 
sin, and liable to the displeasure of our Maker ; but, by 
embracing and complying with the terms of the- gospel, 
we become the children of God, according to the new 
covenant ;* and by outward sensible signs, or sacraments, 
are confirmed in the hopes of eternal life, the free gift ot 
Go^, through Jesus Christ our Lord : But then remem- 

• GaL iv. 7. Horn, viii 15. 



84 

bijr, if you do not endeavour to live in obedience to the. 
commands of your heavenly Father, it will be no profit 
to you at all to be called the child of God. Lastly, by 
baptism, you are admitted into the hope of everlasting 
happiness, and to a title to the inheritance of the saints, 
upon your believing, embracing, and obeying the gra- 
cious terms of the gospel of the blessed Jesus. Crod will 
then treat you, as a &ther does the child he loves : He 
will, upon your hearty repentance, and sincere return to 
your duty, pity your manifold infirmities, and forgive all 
your past offences. He will correct you in mercy when 
you do what would hurt yourself; and will upon your 
prayers, for the sake of his Son Jesus Christ, give you 
the grace. of his all-powerful Spirit, to guide, assist, com« 
fi>rt,and support you in the way leading ta everlasting 
life. 

Inq. Had I no right to these blessings, before I was 
baptized? 

Mias, Consider what favours they are, and you will 
find nothing in yourself that can deserve such.* 

Can sinful dust and ashes pretend to heavenly privileg- 
es, the favour of God, and the graces of his Holy Spirit? 

Can corrupt nature think of deserving, or be capable of 
glory, and honour, and immortality ? 

Endeavour to know yourself better, that, being truly 
humbled with a sense of your own vileness and misery, 
you may thankfully accept of help and mercy from God. 
For they that are whole need not a phyaiciany but they 
that are aick,^ 

And seeing God has promised to do so much for you, 
Ke persuaded to do something for yourself. 

Inq^ What can so miserable a creature do for himself^ 

Miaa. You can lament your own unworthiness, and 
pray to God to pity you. 

You can use the graces he bestoweth upon you, and be 
thankful for his favours. 

You can do your best, and his goodness wiU expect no 
more. 

 Bom. ill. 23. f Matth. ix. 12. 
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Inq. Was the sacrament of Baptism ordained by Chiiikt 
himself? 

MUa* It waS) in these words, Go ye^ and teach all na-r ^ 
tionsy bafitizing them in the name cf the Father^ and the 
Son^ and the fioly Ghost.* 

Which command the apostles of Christ observed ; they 
preached the gospel^ and as many aa believedy them they 
l>afitized,\ 

By this sacrament, adding to the church auch aa should^ 
be aaved\^ Holding it necessary to baptize with water^. 
even those that had received the Holy Ghoat.W Teaching 
us that this command of Christ, where it may be duly ob* 
served, is not to be neglected on any account whfttever. 

Inq. What further use am I to make of this sacrament f 

Miae. It ought always to bring to your remembrancpp 
that you are a Christian : that you have a new name, ai\d 
new powerS) given you on purpose that you may become 
a new creature. 

If you are indeed a child of God, you will think what a 
dutiful child ought to do You will fear his displeasures 
and trust in his love ; you will pray to him for what you 
want, and be thankful for what he gives ; and you will own 
his affection when he corrects, as well as when he smiles 
upon you. 

If you look for an inheritance iii heaven, your thoughts 
will be often there : For where your treasure isy there 
will your heart be alao*^ 

And you will not be too eager or anxious for the things 
of this world. You will neither be much afraid of its 
troubles, nor too fond of its vanities, remembering Uiat 
both will soon have an end. 

. And as you ever hope to go to heaven, you will endeav- 
our to fit yourself for that glorious place : remembering, 
that without holineaano man shall see the Lord,^ 

The sure promise of God will not suffer you to des- 
pair : and the joy that is set before you will encourage 
you. to press forwards. 

* Matt, xxviii. 19. i Acts ii. 41. t Ibid. ver. 47. 

H Ibid. X. 47. § Matt. vi. 21. % Heb, xii. 14. 

S 
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You will be thankful to God for calling you to this state 
of salvation : and gladly undertake the conditions lie re- 
quires of you. 

What these conditions are, you shall know the next time 
I see you. But firsts with a thankful heart, say, 

THE PLAYER. 

Almisiitt and everlasting God, heavenly Father, I give 
thee humble thanks that thou hast vouchsafed to call me 
to the knowledge of thy grace and faith in thee : Increase 
this knowledge, and confirm this feith in me evermore. 
Heal all the evil inclinations of my soul ; and create in me 
an hearty love unto holiness, that, continuing thy servant,' 
t may attain thy promises, and be made a partaker of thhie 
everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord* 
Amen. 



DIALOGUE XL 

The conditions required qfsuch as are to be ba/itized. 

Inquirer » The last time I waited upon you, you were 
pleased to promise to instruct me in those conditions that 
persons are recjuired to know, and promise to perform, in 
order to be baptized. 

Missionary. I shall gladly do this. As Christ will most 
surely keep the promise he has made of many great and 
valuable blessings ; so you must on your part promise. 

To renounce the devil^ and all his works f ' 

The woridy and all its evil ways and customs; 

And thefieshy and all its sinful lusts* 

And secondly. That you will receive and believe the 
truths and message which God sent unto men^ by his Son^ 
which are contained in the holy Scriptures qf the J^ew 
Testament^ and summed ufi in what we call the Afiostles 
Creed. 

And lastly. You must promise to use your utmost dill^ 
gence^ and sincere endeavours^ to keep the commands of 
God all the days qfyour life. 
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Atid here, as oh one hand I would not discourage you^ 
^ on the other I must tell you the truth, that these things 
are not so easily performed as promised. 
> /»9'. I see I must give you the trouble of explaining 
yourself further : I should be glad therefore to know 
vhat sort of life is required of a person that is come to 
years of discretion, after he is baptized, that I may not 
pi'omise what I do not perfectly understand, nor undertake 
more than I am able to perform. 

. MUs. You remember, I hope, what I have often told 
you, that this life is a state of trial ; that God having prcr 
pared the greatest happiness for &uch as believe in hini) 
love, honour, and obey him, that he may make them £t 
for the reward he intends them, he hath determined to tiy 
their faith, their love, and their obedience. Not that he 
is ignorant of their hearts, and their sincerity ; but his de« 
sign is by these trials to shew them to themselves, and to 
humble them, by seeing how much they must depend up- 
on his grace and help ; and to shew the power of his grace 
over the greatest adversaries of their souls. He has 
therefore permitted evil spirits to make this trial, by 
tempting men to the sins which they renounced at their 
baptism. 

Jng» I remember what you told me concerning the de- 
vil, and his evil spirits ; that they were such as rebelled 
against their Maker, and for that sin were cast out of 
heaven ; that their evil nature leads them to tempt and 
draw men from the true God ; and that God permits them to 
try the faith of Christians, and to execute his judgments 
upcMi sinners. Besides these enemies of our souls^ I re- 
iiiember, what you told me, and what I find true by experi- 
ence, that we have an enemy within ourselves, even our 
own coirupt nature, very prone to evil ; and that we have 
also an evil world, and evil examples, to lead us to forget 
or to neglect God, and our own promise. 

Miss. I am glad you remember these things so well. 
I must therefore now give you the necessary advice, 
which our Lord Christ has given to all such as design to 
become Christians ; that is, to do what all wise men will 
dp, who have any thing of moment to undertake.^— 



To sit down and consider, what it is to be a Christian ;* Jest 
afterwards you expose yourself to ^hamej and disgrace 
the religion you profess, as too many do. 

Ing.. I heartily thank you. Sir, for this caution and ad- 
vice; and beg you will let me know the ^ns I may be 
tempted to; and how I may oppose and avoid falling into 
them. 

' Miss, The sins to which the dovil and his evil spirits 
are most eagerly bent to tempt men, are, first of ally to 
fiEirsake the true and only God, to trust in themselves, and 
to fear and worship other beings. This is called idolatry^ 
and proyokes God to give such persons up to a mind void 
of judgmenty to commit all iniquity with greedmea».i 
This is the sad case of all the nations of the world, who 
worship not the true God. They are under the power 
of satan, his angels, and his agents ; and so are you, un- 
til through the favour and mercy of God, and in the propr 
er exercise of faith and obedience, you are received into 
iiis church and family. 

Hevengct and murder^ that too often follows it, are 8a« 
tan's darling temptations; by which millions of soula 
have been sent out of this world. This is what you must 
resolve against, as a sin more especially hated of God. 
If you are injured, or oppressed, you must leave your 
cause to God : hey and he only, knows what punishment 
every injury and injustice require; and will call offend- 
ers to an account in his own proper time. It is true, 
revenge is sweet and tempting to our corrupt nature ; 
but corrupt nature you must not follow, if you resolve to 
be the servant of God. 

Another sin, which the devil tempts men to, is lying : 
he is the father of lies, and would have all men like him- 
self; because he knows what God has declared, that 
such as love and make lies,J shall have no inheritance in 
bis kingdom. This you will consider and resolve against, 
as you hope for the favour of God. 

There is another very dangerous error to which men 
are strongly tempted ; that is, to be proud, and to have 

• Luke xiv. 28. f K<^- ^- * ^^^' ^^tii. H. 
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an high conteit <>f their own reason, irisdom, and abilit;^ 
to know, and to do, what is good, and best for themselves. 
Now this pride and self«K:onceit take men oft* from their 
dependence upon God, his will, and word ; by which 
alone we can know what we must do to be saved ; upon 
what terms God will pardon a sinner ; and what will be* 
come of us when we die. Now nothing can provoke God 
more, than for us poor creatures to think, that we want 
not his help, his grace, and light. 

Lastly, you must know, that the devil hath his agents 
in every place. These are men of wicked lives^ and 
wicked principles, who make a mock of sin ; who fear 
not to blaspheme that God, who can destroy both body 
and soul in heli. Now the Spirit of God has assured us, 
that conversation with such persons will corrupt good 
manners.* Here then will be your trial ; and you ought 
to consider beferehand, whether the pleasure of such 
company shall prevail with you to neglect the counsel of 
God ; which is, to avoid them, as you would avoid your 
own destruction : or whether you will run the hazani of 
being ruined forever, by conversing with such wicked 
persons ? 

The next thing, which at your baptism you promise to 
renounce, is, the vvorldy and all Us evil customs and manm^ 
ners ; as also, a/^ the sinful lusts of the flesh, so that yott 
will not follow nor be led by them. 

Inq. I am afraid, Sir, that without your instructions I 
shall not understand this as I ought. 

Miss. You will remember, that this is not the world for 
which you were chiefly made ; nor must you look for any 
true and lasting happiness here. Now you will meet 
with many things in the world, which will tempt you 
with an appearance and show of" happines^ and if you 
are not resolved to avoid them, they will turn your heart 
from the love of God, and the care of your soul. 

Inq. You will be so kind as to let me know what these 
are. 

Miss. The Spirit of God will tell you : they arc tkt 

* 1 Cor. XV. 33. 

8* 



to 

^lu^ts atftke ^enh i that isj all sinful, unchaste, audita* 
pure plea^res, and whatever leads to au^ skis^ Seo 
<mdly, the lusts of the eyes ; that is, all atitful and covet- 
ous desif es) and love of riches. And thirdly, tke firide of 
life I* or an excessive value of themselves, accompanied 
with an unreasonable desire of the esteem of the world. 

/»?. Pray let me know more particularly, what are 
the luais qf the Jieshi which I am to resolve against. 

JMSss, I will repeat to you the very words of God, that 
you may be convinced I do not tell you anything but what 
will be necessary to your salvation. Now these works of 
thejlesh are manifest j that is, they may easily be known 
by any considering person, though ever so unlearned, to be 
displeasing to a good and holy God. Such are adultery j 
vkoredotJif idolatry^ witchcraft^ drunkenness^ hatred ^ 
malice^ revenge^ strife^ seditions^ murders^ revellingsyf 
and sucMike. Now however tempting many of these 
isins may be, you must sit down, consider and resolve 
against them, or never hope for the favour of God. 

Inq, You wDl now let me know what is meant by the 
ktst of the eyes^ 

Miss* I told you before, that it is the eager and covet- 
ous desire of riches. And that you may be convinced 
liow dangerous a ^in this is, you shall hear what Christ 
Inimself has said, that it is very hard for rich men to be 
good Christians ;\ because they are so much exposed to 
Aiany evih and temptations, such as these following : 
They that have riches are apt to love them too much, to 
^ut their trust ip them, and to forget their dependence up- 
on God ; to lord it over and oppress their inferiors ; and 
to make provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof ; 
;pind this may be the true reason, why our blessed Saviour 
aays it i^ so%ard for a lich n>an to enter into the kingdoni 
of God-; because being exempt from all the toil and care 
of life, he is apt to enter too far into the pleasures of it, 
«nd to «ay to his soul, aoul, take thine ease, and enjoy the 
^^ood things before th3e ; whereas our portion here is 
Inbour and exercise, ngt full enjoyment. 

The business of our salvation is a great work, which 

* 1 John. ii. 16. t Gal- v- 19* 20, 21. * Math. idx. 23. 
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cannot be eHected without diligence, and zeal, and earnest 
contention ; but he that is unacquainted with labour, wiU 
scarce take the pains that is required, towards working 
out hb salvation, and making his calliug and election 
sure. 

Besides all these, great wealth is often attended with 
such cares as choak the good* seed sown hi the heart of 
men, thaf is, the holy desires, and good resolutions, which 
are wrought in men by the Spirit of God, so that this 
good seed becometh unfruitfxil. 

And though riches may be made use of to g^ood pur- 
poses, yet it will require a more than ordinary grace of 
God so to use them ; which extraordinary grace is sel- 
dom asked by, and therefore seldom given to, such whose 
hearts are possessed with the love of riches. 

Inq, One would conclude then, that Christians ought 
not to desire riches so eagerly as generally they do ; nor 
ought they who want them to think themselves unhappy, 
or not beloved by God. 

Miaa. That is very true. And they who will not be 
convinced of these truths, V>y what God has declared in 
his Word, will one day be convinced by sad experience, 
when it may be too late to do them any service. 

Inq, Must then every man, who would save his soul, 
renounce the thoughts of riches ? 

Miaa. No : riches may be used to many good purpos- 
es. A great apostle of Jesus Christ tells you how ; 
Charge (says he) them who are rich in thia worlds that 
they be not high-minded, nor truat in uncertain richea^ 
but in the living Godj who giveth ua richly all thinga to 
enjoy : that they do good^ that they be rich in good worka, 
ready to diatribute^ nvilHng to communicate ; laying uf% 
in a tore for themaelvea a good foundation against the 
time to comcy that they may lay hold on eternal life A 
But still they are dangerous things ; they are fluctuating 
and precarious ; the means, not the end of happiness : 
they may be instruments of giving large scope to virtue ; 
great blessings in the hands of the upright ; to the gpod 

* Matth. xiii. 22. 1 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19* 
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of his own soul, and the welfere of mankind; But'/Ae^ 
aT€ thorns and ^narea in the way of the fro%vardJ^ 

Ing, What advice will you give me, that I may nei- 
ther desire nor enjoy them too eagerfy ? 

Miss. That you may not endeavour by unjust ways to 
better your condition, you will find these words of Jesus 
Christ in his Gospel ; fVhat will it ftrofit a man^ if he 
should gain the whole worlds and lose his own soul}f 

To moderate your desires, consider, that the more you 
have, the more you must account for. 

To make you more contented, you must know, that 
men iare not happy, because they have a great deal, bur 
because God gives them power to enjoy what they have, 
be that more or less. 

That the favours of God may not tempt you to idleness, 
remember, that slothfulness casteth into a deefi sleefi / 
that is, it makes men insensible of wliat concerns the 
next world, and in this world co-vers them with rags. ij^ 

And, lastly, if you let no worldly business hinder you 
from serving God dsdly, it will keep in your mind a con- 
stant sense of your dependence upon him, and make you 
set your thoughts upon another world, to which this is on- 
ly a passage. 

Ing, Pray instruct me how I may best avoid tempta- 
tions. 

Miss. The directions I give you shall be short and 
plain, and suited to your condition. 

Let this be ever in your mind, that sm is the worst of 
all evils : for all other evils will have an end, at farthest 
when you die ; but sin will make you miserable forever. 

Remember that you are naturally inclined to sin, that 
the devil will tempt you to it, and that God only can save ' 
you. 

And then you will never trust in your own strength, 
but in the living God. 

To him therefore you will constantly pray for help ; 
and if you draw nigh to him^ he will draw nigh to you.^ 

And yet you must not expect God's assistance without 
Using your own endeavours ; for that is to tempt the Lord% 

• Frov. xxii. 5. t Mark viU. S6. # Prov. xxiil 21. § Jam. iv. B. 



If ^innttB entice yeu^ you must not consent ut^t;q 
them :* for they arc the devil's instruments* 

If you fall into evil com|>any, you must go out of it im- 
mediately, and not walk in the way with them, lest God 
forsake you. 

When the holy Spirit of God puts into your mmd good 
desires, or checks you for doing ill, you must obey the 
voice of God j and he will love you, and preserve you 
from your spiritual enemies, and from everlasting death. 

Ing. You will now be pleased to explain to me, that 
firide qfiife^ which a Christian renounces at his baptism. 

Miss* By the pride of life is meant, that great opinion^ 
-which, through the corruption of nature, all people are 
apt to have of themselves ; with an eager, restless, and 
immoderate desire after every thing that may distinguish 
them from others, and which may set them high in the 
esteem of the world. 

Now this pride of life is the occasion of many evilsi 
-which are highly displeasing to God, and must be resolv* 
ed against by every good Christian. 

The evils are these that follow : They who are under 
the power of this vice, are more concerned for the es- 
teem of the world, than how to pleasei God : they are 
therefore too often tempted to support the good opinion of 
the world, by laying that out on vanity, which shQ^ld 
be the support of their families, or of the poor : and 
they are too apt to despise the poor, as if they were not 
creatures of the same kind with themselves. They look 
upon all the advantages or blessings they have, whether 
in their persons, or in their possessions^ as their due ; and 
therefore are generally unthankful to God, and rob him 
of the honour of his own gifts : in short, they are angry, 
when they are not valued as they think they deserve ; 
they are apt to be discontented, and to think, that they 
deserve more than they have ; to repine at their misfor- 
tunes, and overlook their own infirmities ; and are there- 
fore utter strangers to that humility, which must recom- 
mend them to the grace and favour of God : J^or he r<?- 
sisteth the firoudy and giveth grace to the humble,^ 

* Prov. i. XO. t 1 Pet. V. 5: 
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Ing. ^oce this pride of life and heart is so i^atur^l Vs^ 
us, what can cure us of it ? 

• Misa» Nothing but the grace of God, and possessing 
your heart with things of greater moment. 

Consider, that you are liable to eternal misery : that 
your great business in this world is to prepare for a 
happy death and the day of judgment; and you wiH be 
very indifferent about several things, which you now take 
too much pleasure in. 

For which reason you will neither study to be vain and 
foolish in your dress, nor singular and conceited in your 
opinions, but imitate such as are sober minded ; as know- 
ing, that the ornament of a meek and humble sfiirtt* is 
in the sight of God of great price ; and should therefore 
be your great concern. 

And tJben, if you remember, that you have nothing 
which you have not receivedyf nothing but what you 
must give an account for, you will have more reason to 
fear, than be pioud of your advantages. 

Ing. Well, Sir, I sefe sufficient reason, why every one, 
■who proposes to become a Christian, should renounce 
the devil, and all his works, the vanities of the world, and . 
the lusts of the fiesh, I am also convinced of the great 
advantage those will reap, who are able to overcome these 
difficulties, But then I am discouraged exceedingly, 
when I see so many, who have undertaken to be Chris- 
tians upon these conditions, in a manner renounce that 
religion afterwards, either finding it impossible to observe 
these conditions, or thinking that they are not so very 
necessary to salvation, as you say they are. 

Miss. Believe not this, because of our saying so only ; 
but because the God of truth and mercy hath so said, who 
would have all men come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and requires nothing to be done or avoided by Christians, 
but what is absolutely necessary to their salvation ; and 
which he will enable them to perform, if it is not plainly 
their own fault. 

As for such as call themselves Christians, but do not 
the things which Christ has commanded, you must not 

1 1 Pet. iii. 4. \l Cor. iv. 7. 



fudge of the Chri^an religion by them, but by your own 
sense and want of a Redeemer. . The Christians you 
speak of have never truly considered the extreme danger 
they are in ; nor what the Son of God has declared : 
That U toete better for thentj that a millstone was hang'-' 
ed about their neeksf and they ca^t into the sea^ than they 
should be the occasion of offence to welldisfiQaedfteotileJ* 
And indeed) none serve the designs of satan more than 
such sort of Christians ; and who have no other choice^ 
but a true and timely repentancey or everlasting misery. 
And repentance, one would hope, they would choose, if 
they would ccmsider the great patience of God, which 
ought to fill their eyes with tears, and their hearts with 
that shame and sorrow, which Is the work of true repent* 
ance. 

Do but remember what I have told you before, that a 
true faith in God, and in his Word, will enable you to over- 
come all the difficulties you can possibly meet with. 

It is for this reason that every one, before he takes up- 
on himself the Christian profession, is obliged to give an 
account of his faith^ without which it is imfiosaible to 
please God, 

Inq. Having given you so much trouble already, I 
must not now a;sk you to explain to me the particulars of 
the Christian faith ; but with your leave I will wait on you 
again very soon. 

Miss. As soon as you can. In the mean time, I must 
put you in mind, to beg of God to deliver you from the 
attempts of the devil and his wicked agents, who will try 
all ways to divert you from your good purposes. And 
may God keep you in the good disposition you seem to be 
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THE PRAYER. 



Almighty and most merciful Father, preserve me 
from all the temptations of my adversary the devil, who 
goeth about, seeking whom he may be permitted to de-^ 
vour. Give me holy resolutions, and a watchful spirit^ 
fhatl may persevere in the way of godliness, and my 

* lAike xvii. 5. 
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lifft ^correspond with the puritf of my &itb. Oh I letiae 
Bev)er dish<»iour so excellent a title as that of a Christian^ 
but do thou reign in my heart, by thy Spirit of grace 
guiding all my actions, and directing my int^tions, Uiat I 
may be the servant of thy divine will here, and be admit- 
ted to the holiness and glories of that state, wbere thou 
reignest foi«ver and ever, and art ail in all. Jmen, 



DIALOGUE XII. 

T/ie articles of the Chriatian faith practically exfilaintd. 

Inquirer. You told me. Sir, when I left you last, that 
without faith no man can ftleaae God^* nor ought to be 
admitted into the society of Christians ; I am therefore 
now come to learn of you, what that faith is, which Chris- 
tians profess to believe, before they are baptized. 

Mlsaionary* You must know then, that there are many 
things which Christians believe, and tirhich you will know 
hereafter, when you hear the holy Scriptures read and 
explained. In the mean time there are certain truths 
necessary to be known and believed, before you can be 
baptized. 

Inq^ How shall I know what these truths are ? 

Miaa, For the benefit of young beginners, and for such 
as cannot read or remember many things, truths of the 
greatest moment are contained in this following short ac- 
count, which we call the Creed, or the Articles of the 
Christian Faith ; and I must prevail with you so to Bx 
Uiem in your memory, that you may not forget them as 
long as you live ; for the belief of these will be a power- 
ful means to make you holy, righteous, and happy. 

THB GREED, OB THE ARTICXES Of THE CHRIS* 

TIAN FAITH. 

I BELiETE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth : and in Jesus Christ his onlj Son 

• H«b. xi. 6. 
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ow Lord^ who was conceived by the Holy Ghoat, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi- 
late, was crucified, dead and buried ; he descended 
into heD;* the third day he rose again from the dead ; 
he ascended into heaven ; and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Ahnighty ; from thence he 
^hall come to judge the quick and the dead* 

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sbis ; the resurrection of the body ; and the life ever- 
lasting, dmen. 

Inq, I will endeavour to learn them by heart; and I 
hope I shall remember them as long as I live. And now 
I shall be very thankful^ if you will show me, how the. 
knowledge and belief of these things are necessary to • 
make men good, as, you very justly say, all Christians 
ought to be f 

Mi^%. Remember then, that to believe in God, is not 
oidy to profess, that there is-«uch a glorious Being, who 
made the world, and all things in it ; but also to believe- 
whatever he hath made known to us, either concerning, 
himself, or the duties we owe to him, ourselves, and oth- 
ers ; which is all C3ntained in the holy Scriptures, writ: 
ten by the insfiiration of Gorf,t who can neither be de- 
ceived, nor deceive us. 

Now in these Scriptures he hath made known to us, 
that he never Itft himaelf tvithout mtneas ;\ but hath» 
given sufficient proofs of his almighty power, wisdom, 

i'ustice, goodness, and truth, in all ages of the world. He 
Lath made known to us, that by his almighty power be 
created the world, and aH things in it ; arid that, by hi^ 
most wonderful wisdom, he has governed and preserved 
It ever since it was made. 

That he is the author of our being, and of all the good 
we do, or ever can enjoy.§ 

• [His soul continued iathe stat« of the dead, or separate^ 
from tbe body.] 

t 2 Tim. iii. 16. 4 Acts xiv. 17. § Acts xvii. 28. 

9 



Tttat he IS perftctly holyi ami re^lce^ all his iervatKr 
td be holy.* 

That he sees whetever we are, and whatever we do, ai^ 
that if we pray to him we are sure to be heard ; if we sin, 
we are sure to he punished.f 

For his power is mighty, to reward his faithful servants, 
and to punish the disobedient.^ 

That he is just in all his ways ; commandeth nothing, 
IJUt what is for the good of his creatures ; and never pun- 
isheth, but when they truly deserve his displeasure.^ 

That he is long-suffering, and ready to receive aU that 
are sensible of their misery .|| 

And that he is a faithful God ; whatever he has prom- 
ised, will certainly be performed ; whatever he has threat- 
ened, will surely come to pass.lf 

For he governeth all things, both in heaven and earth ;, 
rtnd nothing ia too hard for hifn that he thfnkajit ttf do.** 

Now the belief of these truths is necessary to give Mt 
such worthy thoughts of the great and glorious God, as 
may humble its in our own eyes ; and make us feaiful of 
offending, and glad to please, one who has power to re- 
"♦^ard or punish such as please or offend him. On the 
other hand, we shall be disposed to love him above all 
things, because we believe him to be the giver of all the 
good we either enjoy, or ever hope for. And he having 
made known to us, that his eyes are in every place, be- 
holding the evil and the good ;*^ and that from him no 
accrets are hid ; this consideration is proper to make us 
* careful of our words and actions, and afraid of doing or 
saying any thing whi/ch may displease so great and holy a 
Bekig. And as for his justice, wfe have the greatest rea- 
son t9 fear it ; because he has in the holy Scriptures made 
linown to us many dreadful examples of his displeasure 
afgainst those who had no regard to reason, or his com- 
mands ; by which we learn what we must expect, if we 
provoke him by our sins. Lastly, when we see, as we 
find it in his Word, that this great G©d has been so good 

• 1 Pet i. 15, 16. tProv.xv.3. + Gen. xvii. 1. Jib. xviu.S5. 
iaPet.iu,9. f0eut.vii.9. •• Jer. ttxii. 17. •fP'*^-^^- 
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as to i^are men^ eveia when they hare deserved punisl^* 
raent, we are hereby powerfully led to adore and admire 
Lis goodness And patience^ which doth, or ought to lead 
men to repentance. 

Ing, Why is God called the Father ? 

Miss* Because he is the Maker and Preserver of al) 
creatures, which, with the care and affection of a Father^ 
he watches over continually. 

He is the F.ather of man, because Tie crented him after 
his own image^ 

Because he teacheth man knowledge ; cori^ts him 
when he does amiss ; and rewards him when he does weiU 

Inq, What is meitot by God's providence ? 

Miss, The wisdom and power of God, by whidi he 
knows and appoints how every thing m the world shall be^ 
so that the whole creation is taken care of: nojr the meaiH 
e^t creature c&n auffierj without God's leavo, either by 
oaalias or ^cident."* 

/»7» Why thei) do^vils befiil meii ? 

Miss. Very often to punish them, and to brin^ them t^ 
repentance ; bu^ especially to wean our hearts from being 
toe food of this life ; and that we may think of, delight m^ 
md prepaid &r a bette r. 

/n^'. Doth God govern the seasons ? po not summer 
and winter, spiing and harvest, re^rn certainly at their 
appointed times ? 

Missm They do : but then, to put men in mind, Ihaft 
tlfliey depend ^pan God only, and not u\y(M the seasons, for 
their daily br«ad,the summer sometimes returns without 
its usual heat, and the harvest without its fruitfulness.f 

Inq, Have not wicked men, jand wicked spirits, gf«at 
ipiyvrer of doing mischief? 

Miss, It is true, God hath given tJhem great* power 
jboth to punish the wicked, and to try the faith of the rigli- 
leous :^ but the W^ord^f God assures us, that neither men 
nor devils can do the least hurt, without the leave of God: 
And this is the reason, that there is not more mischief in 
/thp world, ^d thftt aU things ^re not «very where in coo* 
fiision.§ 

 Matt. X. 39. t Hag. i. 9— 11; #2S«n.xvH0. 4 Job i. 11,13. 
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Ingm Of i^hat u«e is it to belidve, that God is €^j£ur 
ther? ' . 

Miss* If you indeed believe this, you will take your 
Father's word for what he piomiseth ; be pleased with 
what he ordereth'; cast dll your care ujion him ; for he 
carethfor you.* 

You will never abuse his goodness and long-suffering ; 
for though he hath the compassion of a &ther, yet if his 
t:hildren are obstinately disobedient, he is a God terrlblt 
in judgment. \ 

In all your afflictions, you will have this comfort ; It is 
good/or a 7n,an to be in troubley\ and to bear chastening, 
if it so seemeth good to his all-wise and gracious Father j 
not for his own pleasure, but our profit, as it may make 
us partakers of his holiness, and yield the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby. % 

Lastly, if God is your Father, your inheritance is in 
heaven ; which you ought frequently and seriously to 
think of, that vfhere your treasure isy there, may yoiir 
Jreart be also.\\ 

Inq. 1 am convinced, and do believe these perfections 
of God ; and I see how necessary they are to be known 
and believed, in order to make mep fear before him, aad 
to love and obey him, ^ 

Miss, But you have not perhaps considered, what little 
comfort the belief of these things will be to a man who 
knows himself to be a sinner, and that as such he must 
needs be under the displeasure of this holy, just, and pow- 
erful God ; and yet knows not how to be restored to his 
favour. 

Inq, That is indeed a perplexing, tormenting thought ; 
and 1 remember what you told me before, that until God 
was pleased to let men know upon what terms he would 
accept of their repentance, and pardon them, the wisest 
men on earth could not find it out, so as to make the 
minds of sinners easy. 

Miss. This will convince you of the great blessing of 
Christianity, and the great goodness and mercy of God, in 

 1 Pet. V. r. " t PsaL xlviL 3.  Ibid. cxix. n. 

§ Heb. zii. ,iS^ 8tc. q M&tt vi. 21. 
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<i6Hiri»itig fntmldnd from fthp &ar:of death, ahdvliat will 
eertwoiy follow ; whkh, jvrithout tlve gosp^, was the tor- 
tfietit ef Biimers, «»£/ ^^r th^m in bondage nil 4heir (^ 
hfnfg.^ K0W Odd tiaft deliveFed us from this hondaee^ 
yoH ^iHn underfiftind « tte mxl ar^le H>f the £)hii«ti»ii 
feith. 

Jn^. You will be so kind as to explain that 'to nae. 

MisiB. That I wilt do. :ftuit tl must be obfiged to irepeat 
some truths ctffBOWient, which | ^have told fou before i; 
that «ifter'the fipst paresfts^f mankind had lost tiheir Ma:k« 
er*s fiayouT by their ^isobe^enoe, and brou^t sin, and 
Rilsery, und de€M;h, intp the world, God in :great pity 
premised them a Saviour ^ one who would satisfy liis jufi- 
tice, for the dishonour done to him by their 8in8,«n4 
wotdd 'Festt*aui the power of that «?il Bpirit, Which tiad 
tempted them to so great a sin. 

Now this promised Saviour is the very Person, In whoftt 
we Christians profess to believe^ when we S9ilf^*ue -beHtva 
in Je»tes Chriet^ the only Son ^ God^ our Z.ord, 

For when the world was grown exceeding wickfed, an4 
ignorant of the only true Godj this his Son took upon him- 
•self the nature ^ man, by being bornof a virj^n, that, as 
a man. he might be capable of suffeiing for 4he $ins of 
«ien,j%r mfiieh/rom the beginmkg t^ the xoorld^ had 
^engaged to ««jf<?r,t to save us from being lost forever. 

Accordingly, the rulers and the generaUty of the peo* 
'pie of the Jews, amongst whom he was -bom and livedo 
being grown veiy cowupt and wicked, did not only reject 
him, and the n\essage of salvation that he brought them 
•from 'God, and the holy Tules of Hying which he assured 
them were necessary to please God ; but they also use^ 
him most barbarously, and at last prevailed -with Pontius 
■pilate, ^he Roman govemour, to put him to death, ev^ 
against his conscience ; which death the Son of 43od sub- 
mitted to ; for he could easily have delivered himself out 
of the hands of his enemies. Now, by willingly offering 
himself to death, he became a sacrifice acceptable to Ood 
for the sins of the whole world ; and restored mankind td 

•Il0b.ii.l5. tBeT,xiii.a» ' 
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Ihe ft^ur of their Mak^r, upon most refisonable condi- 
tions. And that all such as do believe in him, might be 
dssured of this, God raised him the third day from the 
deady and showed him ofienly. And by^ tiiis most power-' 
ful proof, declared him to be lus Son ; and that whatever 
he had said, or done, or taught, was agreeable to his will 
and appointment 

After this, in the ught of many, he ascended into heavr 
en, and was set at the right hand of God, having all pow« 
er granted him for the benefit of his church, to give eter- 
nal life to all such as shall believe in, and obey hinu* 
And lastly, we believe that this our Saviour shall come 
again at the end of the world to judge the living and l^e 
^ead* 

: Ing. You will now be so good as to show me what 
effects this belief ought to havo upcm those that kxkow 
these things. 

Miss* You cannot but percdve the powerful influence, 
which the belief of these things must needs have ux>on 
every thoughtful Christian. 

The Person in whom we believe, is the Son of the most 
high God ; his true, and proper, his only begotten, and 
Nearly beloved Son. Surely, said God himself, they will 
■reverence my Son.^ And have not men all the reason in 
the world to reverence and obey him, dnce, for us men, 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, to rc- 
^deern us, to suffei for our sins, to declare to us his Fa- 
therms readiness to pardon sinners, and to put us in the 
way of salvation ? 

In the next place, we receive Jesus Christ for our Lord ; 
. we are theiefore no longer our own masters ; but we are 
to do what he hath commanded. Nor must we pretend 
to serve two masters, that is, our Lord, and our own cor- 
rupt inclinations. 

Our Lord is the Son of God, and as such has all power 
given him in heaven and in earth : He is therefore able 
to defend us in all assaults of our enemies ; nor need we 
fear the power of any adversaries of our souls. 

He was made man; he knows, therefore, the tempts- 

• John XYu. 2. % MatA, jad. SKT. 



tSoos^the w«iduiesaeiii the misetieii we aire subject €6; 
and will pity n^ being as wiUing, a»he is able^ to help us 
In all our.didtresB,' when we g^I upon him» 

By his being obliged to. suffer deatii in the j^ace of sin« 
ners; we learn how sad the condition of mankind was^ 
since- the justice of Grod would not be satisfied - with a 
less ^acrifioe. By this also we* see the dreadful nature of 
aini how displeasing it is to God, and what punishxnent 
it must hare, if it be not repented of. 

But then for our comfort, we have this assurance, that 
though our sins be ever so great, they cannot be greater 
than the price the Son of God ha& paid, for our pi^on, i£ 
we do repent, and return to our duty. 

By the resurrection of Christ, and, his ascension into 
heaven, our belief in him is confirmed beyc»id any doubt ; 
and he having all power with God, (for that is the mean- 
ing of sitting at his right hand,) he is able to do for us 
more than we can ask or think. 

You believe that he died^ was buried, and rose the third 
day from the dead. 

Then yoti are sure, that God can raise the dead ; and 
therefore we hope, both for ourselves and friends, that 
we shall live again : /ur tkem that %lcefi in J€$U9y ahM 
God bring nvith him,* 

If God raised Chiist firom the dead, then are we most 
sure, that whatever he taught was true ; whatever he 
promised, will be performed ; whatever he threatened, 
^will come to pass : otherwise God would not have rais- 
ed him from death to life ; for that would have been to 
have deceived his creatures. 

But further, the belief of his return from heaven to 
judge the world in righteousness, is a most powerful 
motive to awaken Christians, and oblige them to endeav- 
our to live answerable to their profession and belief; 
-that their &ins may not rise up in judgment against them 
at the great day of account. 

And will not this awaken you, and make you seriously 
prepare for that great day, by a timely repentance i 

• I Thess. iv. 14 
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vMl aot tU9 ^^escriff yoa £iwi fo^^ 

If the secrets of lail heants wi^l then be idlsdlofi^, v^iH 
not i3rfm4)e«fmi4Ao Indulge ^mch thoa^^, &&fi ttacH^e- 
«%]», :iis wiU Aot bem* tibm ^liglit, and jodgment iof <^od I 

Aim!) .xdiDT» nil, i^ODstcfer^ (tlMt ^i^du imuttlvi^o t^^ j^g*- 
odjiiDtmrtiie vorld jrtidgoth c(f<xii]iig«,t)Aitb7tltt W^^rd of 
Snli by inrt)ich,/tfaeKfbi^ ycm imist 'retotre 4o Hrm, Mvd 
not according to the feolish lopindons, slid i^fol ^imtonas^ 
offtke^vnaid* 

Lftstiy^ifabtftlief hathcot|iibrts,^rs well as'terpom.; 'for 
€bQDgii ire iUiali indeed bie /called to -a «ti^c% accoimt, f^t 
vre are sure to be heacd iwkh favour, and treated tfitli 
odmpKSfflon, if our tia$e Wfll bear it : for he \(rho^nbws 
our dofiriptttles, he that died to -aate u6, is to be««r jod^. 

in one tvnrd, Y^mmvy see^ «hat the Son of G6d 'ba^ giv- 
ca Chrislians tb& :g^vea;best reascm to love and adore him, 
that they might have the greatest reason *o obey him, and 
trust in him, as their Lord a<id Redeemer, and^ by doing 
so, by him be made happy forever. 

iwy. I am Very thankful <for ^hat you fiave^now toM 
me. But may I ask you this question ; .if Christ fae« i*e- 
^i^fiied Christians, are they not tlion s^le, and out of -dan- 
ger? 

Mi^a, YesjTOost surely, If it is not their own feult. 

Inq. 1 wkh yeru w<Nild expkiin to me what you mean 
by that. 

»MU». It is very true, Jesus Christ lias redeemed us, 
and restored us to the favour of Ood. But then it is upon 
condition, that since we know God, and what he has ^ne 
Ibr us, we glorify him hj our deeds, as 'well as by our 
Jwords ; but if men caH themselves Christians, and yet 
-vill not 'Obey liim in their -practice, be deals ^ith iJiOm as 
in» idid v(^h the heachens; he gvot^ themufi $0 a mind 
tiHiid ^ ju4gmtnt^ to follow the desires of ^eir own 
hearts, by which they Mrill be ruined forever. 

And this is the reason -^Vhy yo« see so many even 
among Chri^ions, upon ' "^hom neither the fear of an al- 
mighty and just God, nor the love of Christ his SoUf wjjo 

•Bom. i.28i 
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IM saved theia> has any power to keep them in their du- 
ty. And although they have had the Holy Spmt to di« 
recty sanctify, and govern them, yet him they grieved by 
their wilful sins, and forced him to forsake them, so thai 
t/tey commit all iniquiti^ with greedineest* 

Inq, You will now be so good as to let me know what 
Christians believe concerning the Holy Ghost. 

MxHa. I have already shown, that, before Jesus Chlist 
ascended into heaven, he promised his disciples to send 
dnothcr divine Person, the Holy Ghost, to supply his 
place and presence with them. Accordingly^ this H(dy 
Spirit descended upon them in a most wonderful manner^ 
and enabled them to speak all languages, as also to re* 
member the truths which Christ had taught, and the 
works which he had done, and to write them truly for th^ 
benefit of mankind* 

He also assisted and directed the apostles of Christ to 
lay the foundation of the society of Christians, which are 
now spread over the whole earth, and are called the holy 
Catholic Church, because it consists of Christians of all 
nations and languages, who ought all of them to be holy. 

All Christians, thus dedicated to, God, are one body* 
under one Head^ the Lord Christ; and, as such, are 
obliged to hold communion one with another, as members 
of the same body ought to do. 

To every member of this society is promised the for- 
giveness of sins, upon his true lepentanoe, and return to 
his duty._ 

To this church the same Holy Spirit has made known* 
that all men shall m^ agamfromthe dead with their own 
bodies, and give account of their own works : and that 
after this will follow an everlasting life of happiness or 
misery. 

Inq, Will youjSir, now be pleased to make me un* 
derstand) what are the natural fruits of such a faith, aod 
what such a belief obliges Christians to do ? 

Mi89. Remember then, that the Holy Ghost is he, to 
whom, with the Father and the Son, all Christians are ded- 
icated in baptism } that it is this Holy Spirit who is tO; 

* Rom. i. 28. 
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<6timeu Sh* lt^Y«n«fid hapfiiaesft ; whi«b' he doe6, lif cqHp* 
:i^uiciv)g all •uch its are dkpoBe4 ^ eteroal lifbi ai^t witt 
attend 4o hi& holy motions, by convinckig thj&n, thait they 
treiiinpers, that as such th^ staod id ae^ of a Redeemer c 
as also by putting into thek hearts the fear oiCodf a lave, 
for ^14 lavs, and a serious concern £br th^ir souls ; by 
restraining tkem firom evU, aod changitng their dispesitiooa 
frooi evil to good. 

/»9, But it is plain) Sir, that this Holy 6|«rit doth ix»t 
thms <g4>vepn and direct all Christians. 

Miw, That is too true ; but then, as I told you befnt^ 
Ibe fauk is purely in themselves. They neglect ip 4tse 
the means God has bestowed upon them, ami the garaces 
ke hm pnyyided ibr them ^ and then they become useless, 
mtd te often iak(» them amayJ" Too mapy griepe f hi» 
Holy Spirit by their evil deeds, ai)d foj^ce him tQ forsake 
tkem : and very smaay, who are i)ot so vric)^ed, do .yet 
never lay claim to that pnomise af God, thut he ^Ul gtKkk 
-iAfi Holy Sfimit io $bem ^ha$ a%k Hm '4 Whereas all 
good Chriali^s^o pmf £ar ^vs^ Holy Spirit, ^d do fini 
^e wonderful effoc^s immI bXesmug «f his giuaklaiice asd 
amstaikce. 

And hese tal^e notice of a truth I new tell yyou, that 
V9^Y aool-of miiit is und^r the inifiueiice either of good or 
evil spirits: but then these f^ood spirits may be pro voI^t 
edl>y VK» ev&l lives to forsajke ufi % apd then the evil spir- 
its are Aiv«3^ jrendy to take posat^spioii of ^u^ «s th^ 
find forsaken of God, and not under his immediate prov 
toction; 

iny. And pmyiSir, how is this to be prevented I 

ilfw* Every Ch^tiafi must keep ij) his mind the {>tx>m« 
ke he made vhei) he was baptized ^ ^di in every tkiskg 
wherein he fails, he ought forthwith to beg forgivenesji 
of CM^ lesft, eontiiMaii^ in m^ vilfujly, be becQ^e a slave 
l»3»4iansnd his angeta, ij^tead rfbejng % servant <rf God* 

I shall only men^on another hle«w«3g wfaiMth ¥fo jxiceiw 
from the Holy iGjiati, and the ^ect it outght ^ have ^p- 
0I14IIS* k 10 from him we ti»ve the feoify <&cripbui^G«* 
wtu«h/«j» tb^r^re F(5rjr, iruly caljl^ %)m Wocdictf God \ 

• Matth. XXV. ^9.. f Luke xi. I^.., . 



fciv«, every eBe n^fao woitld oMitkHie' ia the favour of Qod^ 
itwist r«adt or hear them i^ftd, wkk^ tlie greatest rtxeroReiS 
and' MiteBtbn, and conform, his belief a^ practice atrictiji 
fo them;* 

iM^. I demee you will eieplain more particullirl^r wha;e 
yoa mean by the Holy Catholick Churchy and the.Com^ 
manion ef Saimii. 

Mi93, The chuFch is called^ h€4y^ because evt^y mtm* 
bev of that aooiety obtiges himstetf, bf the^ gfracious assiat- 
tis»t of God, fo be holy. He that id ne« ao» or d(9es nov 
ilimiedlately repeni, and b^como sueb, is bue a KoOew 
member) and is in diAnger of being oof Qff» 

As to the Communionof Soittta : aa every |»e»so&^owe9 
something to the society of vliich he ia a member, so es« 
pecially in tfie society of Chrisftiasis, every one is bo«nd^ 
by the laws of the gospel, to use the takMita dAdf advan^ 
-tages, whkh God has giveti him, whether of knowiedge 
aixd learning, or power, or riches, <h* grace, §oif the good of 
the whole body: to pray for them ; to assist thi^ that 
aire in want| to instruct the ignorant, and them that are- 
out of the way ; and fo study the thinga that make fat 
fteace and Jot mutual edification.* 

Ing. You told me before, thatii^ the church of Christ 
there is a promise of the forgiveness of sins. 

Mis», And a mighty blessing sure k is, that men^ who 
0n account of their many sins are liable to the displeas- 
ttre of God, may be assured, that in the church of Christ 
they will obtain the forgiveness of their sins upon niost 
merciful conditions ; upon a true repentance, and return' 
to their duty ; and a ready disposition to forgive others^ 
as they themselves ck> hope for forgiveness from God. 

The resurrection of the body, smd an everlasting life 
after death, these are truths which Jesus Christ has 
made known to his church : and they are as certain at 
Crod hinwclf is true. And that they may make the greater 
impression upon your heart, I will repeat to you the very 
words of Christ: The hour is coming'^ in which ail that ate 
4H the graves^ shall hear his voiccy and c<^me forth s thejf 

* Ronfe xiv. r9» 
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that hwO€ done good^ unto thp resurrection q/ H/e j and 
they that have done evily unto the resurrection ofdam^ 
nation * So that all Christians who kBQW this, m&j be 
assured, that this life is the only time to choose where ai¥l 
what they are to be forever ; and may learn not to trlfUt. 
away that precious time, which is chiefly allowed them 
to prepare for eternity. 

Ing, Well, Sir, I see plainly the reason why every one 
lyho desires to be a Christian, should believe these truthft« 

Miss. These things are true, and will at last be found 
to be so, whether men believe them or not. And if any 
man is lost forever, for want of giving credit to them, or 
for not considering them, it will signify little whether he^ 
was called a Christian, or a heathen. 

Ing. Indeed one would wonder, that so many Chris- 
tians, who know these things, can be so easy, and so care« 
less of their salvation. 

Miss, Be you careful for yourself, and continue so, 
when you aire a Christian. In the mean time, I tell you 
again, the true reasons, why so many among Christians 
forget the promises they made at their baptism, are these : 
through the corruption of nature they fall into sin ; they 
do not what they ought to do, that is, repent and turn to 
their duty immediately : and continuing in sin, these 
truths are uneasy to them, because they put them in mind 
of their ingratitude to the God, who made them ; to God 
the Son, who died for them ; and to God the Holy Ghost, 
whom they had grieved by obstinately persisting in a vi- 
cious course of life. They will not consider, that with' 
out holiness J i. e. without keeping the commands of God, 
and doing his will, no man can be saved ; and, besides this, 
these truths put them in mind of an endless life of happi- 
ness, which they are not disposed to prepare for, and of a 
miserable eternity, which they have reason to fear above 
aU things ; therefore they strive to forget the truths they 
have known and believed ; and if the goodness and long 
suffering of God does not lead them to repentance, " these 
articles of their feith will be the articles of their condem- 
nation." 

* Jobn V. 38, 29. 
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Inq. I am convinced, Sir, that these truths are moat 
powerful motives, where they are known and believed, to 
oblige i|ien to keep the holy will and commands of God, 
and to walk in the same all the days of their life : which 
you told me was another part of that promise which 
Christians make at their baptism, and which I hope you 
will explain to me when I come again. 

JliStfff. That I will gladly do. And for your part, I ex» 
hort you to beg of God to confirm your faith in him, and 
in his Son Jesus Christ, and cause it to bring forth in you 
the fruit of good living, to his glory, and your own salva* 
tion. Amen. 

THE PRAYER. 

O SAVIOUR of the world, who by thy cross and precious 
blood hast redeemed us, save us, we most humbly be- 
seech thee. Grant that the belief of these great truths^ 
may ever be present in our minds, that we may die from 
sin, and rise again unto righteousness ; that we may 
with joyful hearts ascend to thee, and with thee continual- 
ly dwell ; that we may judge ourselves, and that we may 
not be condemned, when thou comest to judge the world 
in righteousness. O Lord, grant that we may expect thy 
coming with joy, and find mercy in the great day of re- 
compense. Amen, 



DIALOGUE XIII. 
The Commandments of God firactically explained. 

PART X. 

Inquirer. You told me. Sir, that my believing the 
truths of the gospel will not<)ualify me to become a Chris- 
tian, unless I promise to obey the will of God, and en- 
deavour to keep his commands. 

MUaionary. I told you the truth: for although we 
firmly believe, that it is only on the atxount of what his 
Son Jesus Christ has done and suffered for us> that Go4 

10 



HO 

"will pardon our sins, and receive us into favour; yet it is 
■on this condition, that we repent and forsake our sins, and 
obey his commands. 

Inq» I hope you will continue your kind instructions, 
and let me know what his will and commands are. 

Mis8. We learn from the holy Scriptures, that when 
almost all mankind had lost the knowledge of the true 
and only God, and the way of worshipping him, which he 
had appointed, it pleased him to make himself and his 
will known again, at first to one man, whose name was A- 
braham,* and afterwards to his most numerous posterityi 
after he had convinced them, that he was the true and po- 
ly God, by many amazing miracles and judgments upon 
their oppressors, and by delivering them out of a most 
cruel bondage and slavery. After which, in order to pre- 
serve this knowledge among them, and to keep them 
from being corrupted, he gave them certain commands, 
in a manner so dreadful, and astonishing, that they could 
not but be convinced, that they were the commands of a 
most holy, and an all-powerful God, in disobeying of whom 
they were sure of exposing themselves to the greatest 
punishments. 

And that these commands belong to us Christians, as 
well as unto the people of Israel, we may be sure of, be- 
cause Jesus Christ has confirmed, explained, and enforc- 
ed them in the gospel. He is the Lord our God, as well 
as theirst. He brought them out of the house of bond- 
age ; and he brought uafroin darkness to Hght^ and from 
the fiofver ofsatan unto Godi\ 

Inq. You will be pleased to let me know these com- 
mands. 

Mi99, They were ten in number. The first of which 
was this : 

I. I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt have none 
other gods but me. 

Inq* Why do these commands begin with these words, 
J am the Lord thy God? 

Miss, That we may prepare our hearts to receive his 

• GeiL XX. f Matt v, vi. i Acts xxvL 18. 
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commands, with the greatest concern, attention^ and rev* 
erence. 

When the Lord of heaven and earth, of life and death, 
speaks, sure his creatures will hear, and obey, for con* 
science sake, that is, because God commands them. 

The design ot this first command was, to restore and 
preserve the knowledge of the true God ; he having a 
right to be honoured, feared, and loved, as the author of 
all the good we enjoy or hope for ; by which therefore we 
are forbidden to expect our happiness from any other, or 
place our dependence on, or exercise our religious fear 
towards any other being in heaven, or on earth. 

The full import of this grand first command is, that we 
should have the Lord for our God ; and that we should 
have no other besides him. 

Inq. What is it to have the Lord for our God ? 

Miss. It is to think of him, and to worship him, as God. 

Inq, How ought we to think of God ? 

^188, As of an eternal and all-perfect Being, the Ma* 
ker and Preserver of all things, and our most gracious 
and merciful Father in and through his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

You are. forbidden by this law to depend upon yourself, 
upon your own labour and care for prosperity ; upon your 
friends for security ; upon your wealth for happiness : 
for these are blessings, only when God is pleased to make 
them so. 

You are also, by this command, forbidden to murmur^ 
at God's dealings with yourself or others ; for he is Lord 
of all. 

Inq, What is further commanded in this law ? 

Mi88, You are hereby commanded to live always as 
in the sight of God ; to pray for his blessing, in public 
and in private, upon every thing you undertake ; and to 
give him thanks for all his favours ; and to do all th is 
with the heart, as well as the lips and bodily gestures : 
for whatever you'^hink, is known to him, as well as what 
you speak. 

Inq. What b the other thing included in this com* 
mandment ? 
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3fiM^, Tou are foibidden baTing any other besides the 
Lord, for your Ciod. 

Tnq, Is there any other God, besides the Lord ) 

Mu9. Noy there is not ; nor does this commandment 
at all suppose that there is. But trhen these command- 
ments were deliveredy the world generally believed in, 
and worshipped, other gods besides the Lord« who was 
almost utterly forgotten by them. And therefore it was 
highly necessary, that the great God of heaven and earth 
should, in the first place, caution his people, and, in them, 
all future generations, against tlds folly, impiety, and idol- 
atry. 

This following was the second command : 

II. Thou shalt not make to tliyself any graven 
image^ nor the likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under 
the earth : Thou shait not bow down to them, nor 
worship them ; for I the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, and visit the sins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me ^ and show mercy unto thousands, in 
them that love me, and keep my commandnients, 

Ing* Tou will be so good as to let me know the mean- 
ing and reason of this command. 

Miaa, You must know then, through the suggestions 
of the devil, most nations had been led into a vile custom 
of representing and worshipping God by images; by 
which they came to have mean and unworthy thoughts of 
the Divine Majesty, as if he were like any of his creatures. 

Now, by this command, God has forbidden all that love 
and fear him, even to attempt to represent him by any 
image or picture, or to worship him before such ; and 
this on pain of his most high displeasure upon them, and 
their posteiity, who shall disobey this command ; prom- 
ising an especial blessing to them, anj^ their children, 
who shall take care to worship him as he has command- 
ed- 

Inq, What is the positive duty required of us in this 
commandment ? 
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Afi«9« You are to worship Gk>d> after a tnanner 8tdta« 
ble to his spicitual nature ; God U a Sfiirit^ and they that 
wor9hip him mu9t worahifi him in spirit and in truth :* 
that is to say, with sincerity, love, and purity of heart ; 
-with the inward devotion and fervour of the xnind, without 
which the outward exercises of prayer and adoration will 
be of no worth. 

Ing^ How must I behave myself in God's house and 
presence? 

il^>«. Consider seriously, that you go to church to 
ask such things, which you cannot want without being 
miserable. 

Therefore your behaviour must be such, as maybe: 
apt to procure in yourself and others, a great regard for 
God, and an humble opinion of yourself. 

You must with great humility ask God*s pardon and 
blessing, and prsdse him for his works and favours* 

You must carefully attend to what is read and explain-^ 
ed to you out of the Scriptures ijorit is the Word qfGodw 

And then you will return home with God*s blessing 
upon yourself, your family, and your labours. 

Inq^ Doth the comnoand afford, any further instruc-^ 
tion? 

Miaa, Yes. It shows us, that the piety of parents shall 
be remembered fot the good of their cluidren, toi many, 
generations : 

That the best portion children can receive from their 
parents, is God's blessing : 

And that such parents as are not careful to love God,, 
and to keep his commandments, do leave calamities to 
their posterity. 

The third command is this i 

III. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless^ 
that taketh his name in vainw 

The intent of this command is, to preserve the great 
regard, which all men ought to have tor God, forbidding 

* John iv. 24, 

10* 



il4 

tfaem ta speak of hini} or even to use his holy namei nMhr 
out fear and consideration. 

Ing* What ar^ the necessary occasions which xhen 
have to make use of the name of God ? • 

J^9. First) when they worship faimi which they should 
strive to do with reverence and attention. Secondly, 
when by a lawful authority they are obliged to take an 
oath. And lastly when they speak of God, or of any 
thing that belongs to him, upon any serious occasion. 

Ing, Why are people obliged to take an oath before a 
jnagistrate ? 

Mi98, It is to put an end to strife amongst men ; it be- 
ing God's pleasure, that the tiruth should appear, and 
justice be done to every one. Now the likeliest way to 
come to the truth is this, to put men in mind, when they 
are going to swear, that they are in the presence of that 
great God, who has declared, that a curat shall enter inio 
she house of him that BwearethfaUely by his namcy to con» 
9ume it.* Which is, surely, sufficient to oblige every man, 
who believes and fears God, to speak the whole trutn, and 
nothing but tke truth, as they hope to escape that curse, 
and God's vengeance. As for those who out of an evil 
custom do swear or curse, blaspheme^ or speak lightly of 
God, such persons have no other choice, but repentance 
and amendment, or damnation. And where these ^s 
are become common, and are not punished, that nation 
and people may expect public and heavy judgments to 
fall upon them.t 

Ing. What is the meaning of that expression. The 
Lord will not hold him guiltless ? 

Miss. The meaning is, that this sin shall certainly be 
punished, and that in a manner more dreadful than words 
can express ; however common it is, and little regarded. 

Ing, What are we commanded in this law ? 

Mies. To speak of God, and of religious matters, after 
such a serious manner, that people may learn to have the 
most devout and reverent thoughts of him, and his ser« 
vice. 

We come now to the fourth command : 

. • Zech. V. 4^ t Jer* 2Kxiii. 10. Mai. ii. 3. 
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IV. Remember that thou keep holy the sabbath 
day : Six days shalt thou labour^ and do all that 
fhou hast to do I but the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God ^ in it thou shalt do no manner 
of work, thou5 and thy son^ and thy daughter^ thy 
man servant^ and thy maid servant^ thy cattle^ and 
the stranger that is within thy gates ^ for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earthy the sea, and all 
that in them is^ and rested the seventh day : where- 
fore the Lord blessed the seventh day^ and hallow- 
ed it. 

Ing. You will be so good as to show me the reason 
and intent of this command. 

Miss. Remember what I told you before, that after 
God had made this world in six days and man the gov- 
emour of it, he ordained, by a perpetual law, that the 
seventh <fay should be set apart, and kept holy, in mem- 
ory and honour of him, the Creator and Maker of all 
things. 

Now, in process of time, this command, through the 
corruption of man's nature, became neglected, and the 
true God forgotten, and wickedness and idolatry increas- 
ed every where, which is the miserable case of very many 
nations to this day. 

But when God separated the people of Israel from 
the rest of the nations, he renewed this command, so 
that the knowledge of the only true God, the great Crea- 
tor of heaven and earth, has been preserved among them 
through all ages. 

Ing, Do Christians observe that day i 

Mi89. Christians do, according to the design of the 
law, observe one day in seven, which we call the Lord's 
day, because on that day the Lord Christ our Redeemer 
rose from the dead ; and on the same day sent down the 
Holy Ghost, to guide his church unto the world's end ; 
the apostles of Jesus Christ therefore set apart that day, 
calling it the Lord's day. Since which time ail good 
Christians do or should lay aside all worldly business, 
cares, and pleasures, and meet together to give public 
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honour to God) toacknowledgehis power, wisdoxU) justic'et 
and goodness, to praise him for the blessii^s he has giyen 
them, and to pray for the blessings they want. 

Inq. Why are we bidden in an especial manner, to 
keep this law ? 

Miss. Because if this holy day should be forgotten, all 
religion would soon be forgotten with it, and the very 
knowledge of the true God (as it is in msyiy nations) 
would be lost amongst us. were not this day set apart, and 
persons appointed to bring to our remembrance truths of 
the highest consequence both to our present and ever- 
lasting interests. 

Ing, Are all bound to observe this day ? 

Mi89. Yes ; all that can be spared from the necessary 
business of the family. 

CAi/dren— that they may learn their duty, and from 
their infancy to fear God. 

Servants — ^that they may not forget, that they have a 
Master in heaven. 

And the very beasts are to rest, unless necessity re- 
quires it to be otherwise, that the whole creation may re.- 
joice in the mercies of God. 

Inq, Why is it said— »fi2.r day tr shale thou labour ? 

MUs. To put us in mind, that it is God who g^ves us 
allourtime: 

That we are fallen from a state of happiness, and must 
labour for our daily bread : 

Lastly— that it is purely by God's permission, that we 
prosper in our daily labours ; that therefore we ought Xxy 
serve him truly all our days. 

Inq. How is the Lord's day profaned ? 

JWifM. By neglecting to go to the place where the great 
God is publicly worshipped ; by neglecting family and 
private devotion ; by not meditating upon, and recollecting 
in private, what we are taught, or pray for, in public ; j>y 
idleness^ and trifling conversation ; unnecessary business 
and journeys ; and by vain sports and ganfiing, unbecom* 
ing the seriousness of the day, and of Christianity. 

Inq. It is well, If too many Christians will not think 
this a hard command, and neglect it, when they must lose 
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so much time, in ^hich they might increase their wealth, 
or enjoy their pleasures. 

Misa. They must be Christians then of very little 
knowledge and faith ; and do not consider the power and 
the promises of God, and of his Son,* to make them suffix 
cient amends for the loss of their own aiid their servants' la- 
bour. And especially when the respite of one day in 
seven would enable their servants to perform the business 
of the other six days with more cheerfulness and vigour* 

These four commands have respect to God and the 
honour due to him. The six following concern our 
neighbour, and the peace and welfare of mankind in gen- 
eral. 

/wy. You will be pleased to let me know what they 
are. 

Miss. Remember what I have at present told you, 
and the next time you come, I will explain to you the 
rest of the commands : In the mean time pray to God in 
the following words. 

THE PRAYER. 

O GOD, who alone art worthy of our love, give me 
grace that I may never forget thee, nor thy glorious per- 
fections ; but V that I may serve thee according to thy 
Word, in sincerity and godly fear ; that I may never men- 
tion thy sacred name without reverence ; that I may not 
spend thy holy day in vanity and idleness, nor in a custom- 
ary attendance at thy house only ; but that I may serve 
thee with my soul, as well as with my body, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen^ 



DIALOGUE XIV. 

PART II. 

Inquirer. I am come to desire you to explain to me 
those commands that relate to my duty to my neighbour. 
Missionary, The fifth command is this : 

•Math.vi,33. 
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V. Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may he long in the land wliich the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 

Ifif, I beg you will explain these commands to me^ 
and let me know the design of them. 

Mies. The design of this fifth command iS) to teach us, 
from our very childhood, to show honour and obedience 
to our parents ; that when we grow up, we may know 
how to respect and h(»K>urall who are our betters ; that 
subjects may honour their governors ; - servants may 
obey their masters ; and all may love and esteem their 
spiritual pastors and teachers. And the peace and good 
of the world do so much depend on the discharge of these 
obligations, that God for encouragement hath promised 
an especial blessing to such as shall observe them faitlv- 
fiiUy. 

Ing, Why is the duty of children to their parents only 
mentioned ? 

Mies. Because that is a duty first learned, and best 
understood : children very naturally love their parentS5 
and are genei^ally kept in subjection by thein ; and there- 
fere when they are commanded so to honour others* as 
they do their parents, they easily know what tliat mean^ 
etb, and will more readily pay the duties owing to all 
their superiors. 

Ing, How must I honour my father and mother ? 

Mi98. You must in all lawful things cheerfully submit 
to them, be careful . not to grieve them by stubborn or 
evil courses : you must show them all due respect, and 
thankfully acknowledge their kindness to you ; bear 
with their infirmities, hide their failings, supply their 
wants, and pray for their present and everlasting happi- 
ness ; which if you do, in obedience to the command of 
God, you may expect to live to be a happy parent your- 
self. 

Ing, What would then be . my, duty ? 

Mua. The duty of parents is, to bring up their children 
in obedience, and in the fear of God ; to take care, that 
they be instructed in true religion ; to provide for them 
by all lawful ways ; to admonish and correct them when 
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^hey say ov do things which are amiss ; to be examples 
to them of piety, sobriety, and diligence ; and lastly, to 
bless them, and pray for them. All which parents will 
be careful to do, if they consider what a dreadful thing it 
-will be, should their children be miserable in this world 
and the next, through their negligence, countenance, or 
example. 

Inq. What is the duty of servants I 

Mi89m The duty of servants is, to be obedient to 
their masters, diligent in their business ; not with eye 
service, as men pleasers ; but to use the same industry 
and integrity, in their master's absence, as they would do, 
if he was present with them ; to be as careful of their 
master^s goods, as if they were their own ; neither wast- 
ing them, nor suffering others to do so ; to be no tale bear* 
«rs ; but, above all, to be honest, not only for conscience, 
but for credit's sake ; deceit, and pilfering, and stealing, 
being abominable qualities, never forgotten by others, 
and very hardly left off by those that give way to them. 

Inq, What is our duty towards them that have the 
rule and government over us ? 

Miss: Your duty is to obey them, not only for fear of 
punishment, but for conscience sake^* not to speak 
evil of them, but to show them all becoming respect; 
and to pray that God may bless them, and make them 
instruments fjf great good to the world. 

For men in authority, fearing God, are a great bless* 
ing ; their duty being to keep the people in peace and 
quietness ; to defend the persons and rights of honest 
men ; to punish the unruly ; to advise them that have no 
counsellors ; and in all things to promote the glory of 
Ood, and the welfare of all below them. 

Inq. What is the duty of people to their ministers and 
pastors ? 

Mi88» To renfiect tkem^^ for their Master's sake, and 
for their work's sake. Your duty it is to attend at the 
public service of the church, and hearken to their in- 
structions ; and to pray that God may bless their labours. 

For it is their business and duty, to study all ways of 

* Rom. xiii. 5. 2 Pet ii. 10. f ^ Thcss* v. 13. 
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teaching you how you should walk and please God ; to re- 
piove you when you do amiss ; to pray that you may do 
well ; to be wholesome examples in word and deed : and 
they have much to answer for, if they are not such. 

Inq. Whom else must I honour ? 

Mi98m All that are jrour superiors, by reason of their 
greater age, their learning, their places and stations, to 
lyhom you must show a just regaxd* 

And it is their dutyt not to be high»minded, but to be 
grave, courteous, easy to be spoken to^ aiid ready to help 
ail that want their assistance. 

In^. What is the meaning of the promise wUch God 
hath made to such as keep this command ? 

MUa. That God will bless them in the way they shall 
go, which will be a means of prolonging their lives : on 
the contrary, he that deafiiaeth hia father and mot her j the 
ravena ahall pick out hia eyeai* that is, tlus sin has a 
tendency to lead men into such practices as will brii^ 
them to an unnatural, untimely, and ignominious death. 

yi» Thou shalt do no murder. 

This is the sixth command ; and is intended to secure 
the life of every man from the malice, revenge, and vio- 
lence of others. This is a sin most o^ous to God, and a 
sure vengeance has been frequently observed to follow 
those who send men out of the world by a violent death, 
sooner than God and nature intended. And for the same 
reason we are not to shorten men*s lives by oppression, 
injustice, or any other evil dealings ; for a man may be 
murdered, and his heart broken, by these, as well as by 
violence ; as also by intemperance, gluttony, and drunk* 
enness. By these we may shorten our own, or other 
people's lives, which is absolutely forbidden by this pre- 
cept. 

Self-murder is also forbidden by this command ; for con- 
sider, that the great Gody the Maker qf all thingay haa 
aaaumed to hUnaelf the power and lordahipqf life and 
death, I kill j and I make alive, \ It is God sends us 
into the world, and he expects that we should wait his 
will, to send us out of it. He has the only right to deter-' 

• Prov. XXX. ir. t Deut xxxii. 39. 
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mine the time of oar contmuance in it, and when ve ihdl 
remove out of it :— And it is a gross invasion of that di- 
vine right and prerogative, for us to appoint the time for 
ourselves, without his order, and contrary to the ruks he 
has given us for our government. As this a^on is high- 
ly criminal in the sight of God, so rememiber, that who^* 
ever is so hardy as to commit it, sends himself out of the 
world, with the guilt of a wilful sin. And a wilful sinner^ 
thus dying impenitent, has no hopes of salvation : and 
this is a dreadful consideration. 

There are several other practices, too common in the 
world, which have a tendency to this sin of murder, and 
which, in some misasure, partake of the guilt of it, though 
Hie sinner himself does not intend violence against his own 
life: particularly that pernicious and fatal custom of 
drinking rum, gin, and other spirituous liquors, which 
kills, every year, many thousands of the human race. 
This is a practice which you must abhor, as you 
would do poison itself; for so it actually is in its con- 
sequence. It is highly to be wished, that the governors 
of every country would have a strict eye to the bold en- 
croachments of this terrible destroyer, by which so many 
make themselves away, and remove it at least out of the 
reach of the laborious, industrious, and useful part of 
mankind. 

Inq. What is the duty required in this command- 
ment? 

MiBs. It is your duty, as much as in you lieth, to live 
fieaceably nvith all men;* To avoid the company of an- 
gry, passionate, and contentious people ; to deliver the 
opfiresBed ;t to be mercijul to auch as are in mitery : 
tojorbear and forgive one another ;§ And be well pleas« 
ed with the wel&re and happiness of all men. 

YII. Thou shalt not commit adulterj. 

This is the seventh command. In order to understand 
the reason of this, you must know, that God, at the begin* 
nttig of the world, did appoint marriage, for the increase 
of mankind, and for the society, help, and comfort of a 

• Bom. xii. 18. f Ppov. xxii. 24. % Ephes. iv. 33. 

11 
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man and his wife. Now you cannot but observe the 
great goodness of God in commanding, on pain of his dis- 
pleasure, that neither the man nor his wife, should be 
unfaithful to the marrtage-bed ; which would occasion 
infinite troubles and calamities in families, and, after all, 
a very bitter repentance, or damnation. By virtue of 
this command we are likewise bound to abstain from for- 
nication, and from all manner of lewdness, wantonness, 
and debauchery ; from all lascivious actions, immodest 
words, and impure desires, and whatever else has any 
tendency toward the heinous vice^ of whoredom and adul« 
tery. 

Vin. Thou shalt not steal* 

This is the eighth command :— *and is intended by a 
righteous God, to secure to every man what is his own; 
he havii^ declared, thai a curae shall enter into the 
Aouae of a thief and a robber^ even to consume itj* and, 
which 18 worst of all, such persons must not expect to go 
to heaven, but to hell. 

Ing. How is this command further transgressed ? 

J^s, Not only by theft, which is a base vice, and open- 
ly abhorred ; but by oppression, deceit, concealing of 
found goods, receiving goods knowing them to be stolen ; 
defrauding the public by running of goods, and buying 
or receiving such as we know are run, and for- which the 
lawful custom is not paid ; wearying men out of their 
rights by vexatious law»suits, by power, interest, bribery, 
pr craft ; which are crimes too ofien committed by those 
i^ho never expect to be punished for the breach of this 
command ; and yet God is most surely the avenger of 
all such deeds.t 

Ing» What is required of us, that we may keep this 
law? 

Mi98. It is your duty to be diligent in your calling, that 
you may be able to live without takii>g unlawful ways; 
to be careful of what God has given you, lest, having vain- 
ly or wickedly thrown it away, you be tempted to live by 
^deceit. 

• Zech. V. 4. 1 Cor. vi. 10. ^1 Tbes. iv. 6. 
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To be contented with your condition, believing) tJiat 
beHer ia a little with righteousness^ than great revenues 
without right ; * 

JLastiy> To depend upon God's good providence, which 
takes care of all creatures, and will certainly reward the 
Iwnest poor man, who chooses to beg, if he cannot labour^ 
rather than steal. . 

Inq. What is the duty of one who is sensible of his sin> 
and sorry that he hath broken this law ? 
. Miae, He IB u St confess 'his sin unto God, and, if lio 
can possibly do it, he viuat make amenda to the fieraon he 
kaa iwongedA 

And this is that which makes this sin so very hard to 
be repented of; because through shame or stubbornness^ 
people will not make restitution of what they have got by 
fraud, injustice, violence, and oppression ; and yet they 
hope to be saved:*— ^24^ thia ia the hofie of hypocriteay 
which shall fieriah,\ 

Vni. Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbour. 

, This is the ninth command : and whoever considers 
the mischiefs men are capable of doing to the lives and 
the estates of their neighbours, by false oaths and perju* 
ries, or concealing or disguising the truth, when they are 
lawfully called upon to declare or attest it ; must see 
how kind and good God has been to men, to forbid, on 
pain of his displeasure, such sins as these, which are the 
occasion of so much sorrow and loss to the unhappy suf- 
ferers. 

Inq, Is any thing more forbidden, tlian the being a 
false witness ? 

Misa* Yes : you are hereby forbidden to say any 
thing of other men, which may hurt them, unless it be 
with an honest design, to bring them to repentance, or to 
hinder them from doing greater mischiefs to others. 

Therefore to invent stories, to add to them, and to set 
them abroad ; to encourage tale-bearers ; to give men 
ill names ; to publish their infirmities; to make their, 
faults worse than they are ; are all condenmed by this 

* Prov. XIV. 8. f Lev. vi. 2. Ezek. xxxiii. 15. ^ Job viii. 1^ 



134 

hpRj and in many other places of the holy Scriptures ; 
as the very work qfan evil Bfiirit^* as the destruction of 
all good neighbourhood, and Christian charity. 

This sin proceeds from a base disposition ; some peo- 
ple love mischief, and are pleased^ the more there is of it 
19 the world : sometimes from a busy temper ; froiKi 
pride ; from evil designs : and sometimes people do it 
for diversion. But from ivhencesoever it proceeds, it is 
a sign of a very evil heart, to speak iii of others, as if such 
jsktw had no faults of their own ; to jest with a man's good 
name, which ia more -valuable than his estate ;t to set 
friends at variance, and to disturb the peace and happi- 
ness oi families : and therefore revilers are reckoned 
amongst those, that, without repentance^ musi not ffo to 
heaven.\ 

Inq, What is further required-of usby this kw ? 

MiBs. It is your duty to speak the truth, when it is fit 
and proper, as well as when you are upon your oath ; to 
be tender of your neighbour's reputation ; t<» be disposed 
to hear, to believe, and to speak the best, and never to 
take pleasure in foolish, malicious, and wicked stories : 
ahd we shall be disposed to observe these good rules the 
better, if we considbr what a sore grief it is to ourselves 
to be abused, by lies, calumny, and defamation. 

X. Tiiou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house 5 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, not his ass, nor 
miy thing that is his. 

This is the tenth and last oi these commands. Now 
the gracious design of God, in this command, is to lay a 
restraint upon the very desires of our hearts, which are 
all known to him, forbidding us to covet, that is, to set 
our hearts upon, that which is another's right, and which 
he is not willing to part with: for an unjust desire, 
through the temptation of the devil, has too often been 
followed by an unjust attempt to get what we desire, ei- 
ther by fraud or violence. So kind is €rod in putting a 
stop to the very beginning of sin, which is in the heart,§ 

• John viii, 44. f Prov. xxii. 1. 

^lCor.Ti.IO. • >& Matth. tv. 29. 
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Inq* Bu^ m^y hot a man desire to buy what belongs 
to another ? 

Mt99. Yesy no doubt of it, provided the other can law« 
fully diapose of it, and that he is willing to do so ; but if 
he is not willing, then to continue to desire it, is a sin 
against this law. 

Gaming is certainly a violation of the tenth command. 
It is a vice that has always its root in covetousness, and 
which in its greedy wishes devours its neighbour's hous** 
esand lands, and every thing else that is his. 

This sin is often found to go still further, to bring men 
at last to downright stealing, robbery, and murder ; and 
when the near prospect of death obliges these wretched 
creatures to confess the evil of their ways, it may be ob- 
^rved that a caution against this abominable vice of gam* 
ing, always makes one part of their dying admonitions, as 
4 it hath always been one main road that led them to that 
' imserable end. 

Jnq> What does this law require ? 

Miaa^ That you keep y^ur heart with all diligenc^^ 
because out of it firoceedeth all manner of ttfickednes^^ 
I KingS) xxi. Prov. iv. 93. 

That you be contented with your own lot, as that which 
ij5 appointed you by a wise and just God. 
. Lastly, that you set God always befoceyou, who seeth 
the very secrets of your heart, and will punish all its sin- 
ful lusts and appetites. 

Tng, I am convinced, Sir, ofthe truth of what you told 
me before, that these commands of God are holy^ just, and 
good, and necessary to keep the world in order. 

Miss* But I must tell you besides, that by these com- 
mands, as they have been explained by Jesus Christ, and 
his apostles^ we must all be judged at the last day to hap- 
piness or misery ; these being the foundation of the duty 
which men owe to God, to their neighbour, and to them- 
' selves. 

Inq. Are these duties hard to be understood and re- 
membered ? » 

Mi99, You shall judge yourself^ when I have repeated 
11* 
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them to youy which I wUl do the nekt timte you tome to 
me ; in the mean time use the following prayer* 

THE PRAYER. 

Opsn mine eyes^ O Lord, that I may see that thy law 
is holy^ just, and good, and that I may keep, it with my 
whole heart ; that I may love and honour all those wham 
thy proTidence hath made my betters ; that I may do 
violence to no man ; that I may abhor all unchaste de- 
siresi words, and actions; all deceit and oppression; 
all the evils of a lying tongue, all covetous deskes, and 
first beginnings of sin. 

Lord, have mercy upon me, and write all thiese laws in 
my hesirt, I most humbly beseech thee. Amtn. 



DIALOGUE XV. 

Duty towards €rod exfilained* 

Inquirer. The last time I was here, you {Hromised to 
explain to me what was my duty to God. 
JS^sionary, Your duty to God is. 

To believe iti him, to fear him, to love him, with 
aD yow heart, with all your mind, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength : to worship him, to give 
him thanks^ to put your whole trust in him, to call 
upon him, to honour his holy name, and his Word, 
and to serve him truly jeiII the days of your life. 

Now this should be fixed strongly in your memory, so 
as never to be forgotten ; and it will direct you, on all occa- 
sions, how to live so as to please God. These words of- 
ten repeated, and imprinted upon your mem^ny, w^ also 
awaken your conisclence, when at any time you do amiss> 
that you may repent, and ainend, and obtain forgiveness 
of your sin^ through God*s infinite goodness and mercy, 
5lnd the merits df our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Inq. Is a Christian's duty hard to be understood I 
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meo» A plain man, if he is well disposed, may know 
his duty, and be able to perform it, as well as the greatest 
scholar. 

Ing, This is a comfortable truth : pray make me sen* 
fiibleofit. ^ 

Mi88, Do not you see, that all necessary . knowledge 
lieth in a very narrow compass? Your duty to God, and 
to your neighbour, is contained in a few words, very easy 
to be understood and remembered, where people truly 
believe in God, and heaitily desire to be savod. 

. Ing^ Then I trust I shall not perish $ for I do believe 
in God, and I heartily wish to he saved. 

Miss, You must not be deceived in a matter of so 
great miHnent. It may be you do not believe in, norjear, 
nor love God with all i^our hearty though you are per- 
suaded you do. 

Inq, Can you, Sir, direct rae how to know for certain, 
when I do, or do not my duty ? 

Miss, You may consult your life to know this, and 
compare your way of living with these rules of your 
duty. 

Inq, I wish you would show me how, by some instruc- 
tions. . 

M$!S9» Your duty is to believe in God ; that is, to keep 
these gres^ truths in your mind, that God is most power* 
ful, most holy, just, merciful, and good ; and that none 
of our thoughts, words, or actions, can be hid from him ; 
that therefore his displeasure is more to be feared than 
all things ; and that his love and goodness to us require 
all possible acknowledgments on our part. 

Now .you will very easily see, that you do not fear God 
as you ought, if you are more afraid of men than of God ; 
or if you wilfully do any thing which he has forbidden, or 
which you know will displease him ; or lastly, if you do 
not immediately repent when you have done amiss, and 
return to your duty. Nor must you say, that you love 
God, if you do not often think of him, of his mercy and 
goodness, and of the hj^i^iness he haa promised to them 
that love him; if you do not take delight in doing what 
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jou believe will please him> irej<Hce to see Kim obeyed 
and honoured, and be troubled to see lum dishonoured^ 
by his OYTD creatures. 

It may be you thinks you love God above all things ; 
but if you are not concerned to keep his laws, and angry^ 
with yourself when you break any of them ; then you do 
not love God : for this (says the apostle St. John) is the 
love o/ Gody that we keep hU commandments,* 

Inq. I see it is my duty to put my whole trust in God ; 
but is it possible for me to do soy when he suffers me to 
fall into affliction I 

MUa. Good men have idways d<»ie so; Though he 
slay mcj yet will I trust in kim^ saith holy Job* Remem* 
ber that it is good to be in troubie^^ when God sees meet^ 
who otherwise, doth not delight in the misery of any of 
his creatures. It is therefore your duty to be patient un- 
der afflictions; to consider your ways; to turn to God 
immediately, and pray that he may make the troubles of 
this life, a means to bring you to a better. 

Inq, Must I trust in God, and believe that he caretb 
for me, though I am in poverty ? 

Miss You must do so : for riches are not always a 
sign of God's favour, nor poverty of his displeasure. 

To con^foit yourself, and confirm your faith, consider, 
that this is the will of God ; that he can make you suffl- 
cient amends in the next world, for what you want in 
this* 

Think of these things, and you will be content with 
your condition, aud never desire to better it by unjust 
or wicked ways* 

You will therefore neither envy the rich or great, nor 
question the goodness of God, under the greatest difficul- 
ties of life. 

Again, you will not say, that you trust in God, if you 
are not well pleased with his Providence, so far at 
least, as cheerfully to submit to what his infinite wisdom 
and goodness order as the very best for you, and for all 
others. 

You will not imagine, that you worship God as you 

* 1 John V. 3. t Psal* cxix. 71* 
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ought to do, il* y6u content yourself with having an high 
esteem for him in your heart, without paying him the 
houour due unto his Divine Majesty, both in your secret 
retirements, as well as in the public assemblies of Chris- 
tians, acknowledging before the world, that you are a mis- 
erable sinner, and daily stand in need of his mercy and 
pardon ; that you owe h!m all possible thanks for the 
blessings you have received from him; and that you 
want his grace and help every day of your life* 

Lastly, you yourself will not say, that you honour God's 
holy name, and his Word, if you take an oath without 
thought and fear ; or speak of Grod, and of what belongs 
to him, after an idle manner, and without reverence ; or 
delight in the company of such as do so. You cannot but 
know, that this is not the proper behaviour of one wha 
purposes to serve God all the days jof his life. 

Ing. 1 find it is my duty to honour God's holy name 
and his Word : how shall I bring myself to do so ? 

Mis9. Take care never to speak of the great God of 
heaven and earth, but when you are very serious. Con- 
sider often that he seeth you, and so you will be apt to da 
what is most for the honour of his name. 

And if you often remember, that the Bible is a book 
^ven by God, to teach us what we are to believe, suid 
how we are to live, that we may attain eternal happiness ; 
and that your salvation depends upon knowing what that 
book containeth ; you will often read it, or hear it read 
and explained, and whenever you do so, you will attend 
to it carefully, as the rule of your life ; endeavour to fol- 
low the directions it gives you ; never repeat any part of it, 
but to serious and holy purposes ; and so you will delight 
in, and honour his holy Word. 

Jng, Pray what is meant by loving God with all the 
heart, and soul, and mind, and strength ? 

Mi8S0 This is for the great comfort of such as sincere- 
ly strive to do their duty ; they shall be accepted of Gk)d, 
though they attain not to that high degree of love and 
obedience, which God himself commands in his law, or 
even to that which some others arrive at, provided they 
love; and fear, and serve God, with all their heart, that is, 
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«s weH as tbey are able. Gorf will proportion their re- 
wards to their endeavours. 

Inq, You say it is my duty to serve him truly all the 
days of my life. But will not necessary business hinder , 
mc from doing so much as is required of me ? 

Miaa, No: whatever God requireth of any man, may 
be done without neglecting his worldly business. 

One day in seven, you are forbid to labour : do what 
y©u are oommanded on that day, and spare a few mo- 
mentS) in the maming and evening of every other day, to 
praise God> and to ask his blessing : and then, when in 
the fear of God> and a ju&t sense of your duty, yoii ar& 
employe<i with hone&t industry in your daily labours, 
you are serving God as truly, and you are as certainly in 
the way to heaven, as they who. are at thi^r prayers* 
And this you may do all the days of your life. 
. Inq, Pray will you show me my duty towards my 
neighbour ? 

Mw. When you come next, I will endeavour to ex- 
plain it fully to you ; in the mean time pray to God to en* 
able you to per£[>rm your duty to him. 

THE PRAYER, 

Grxcious God, who alone art worthy of all our service, 
grant that I may serve and please thee according to my 
duty, with all my heart and strength ; that I may give 
thee thanks, and do thee honour ; and that contibuing in 
the faith, and fear, and love of God, unto my life's end, I 
may be made by him etenially happy, though the mer« 
its of Jesus Christ our Lord« Amen^  



DIALOGUE XVI. 

The duty tonvards our neighbour explained* 

Inquirer, I am come now to beg that you would teach 
me my duty towards my neighbour. 

Mimonary* Your duty to your neighbour i$, 
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To Iwe him as yourself, and to do unto all men 
as you would they should do unto you ; to love, and 
honour, and succour your father and mother; to hon- 
our and obey the king, [or ruler] and all in au- 
thority under him ; to submit youraelf to all your 
governors, teachers, spiritual pastors and masters ; 
to order yourself lowly and reverently to all your 
betters ; to hurt nobody by word or deed ; to be true 
and just in all your dealings ; to bear fio malice nor 
hatred in your heart; to keep your hands from 
picking and stealing, your tongue from evil speaking, 
lying and dandering ; to keep your body in temper- 
ance, soberness, and chastity ; not to covet or de- 
sire other men's goods, but to learn and labour to get 
your own living ; and to do your duty in that state of 
life, unto which it shall please Grod to call you* 

Ing* N0W9 Sir, if it would not be too much trouble, 
I would beg you would explain to me that lore which 
Christians owe to themselyeS} and to their ne^hbour, 
that is, as you told me, all mankind ? 

Miea. In the first place observe, that this is a rule to 
such only as iirst love and fear God ; Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, as men fearing God love themselTes ; that 
is, to do to others as we tbink they ought to do to us ink 
the like case. 

Now God being the God and Father of mankind, he 
would have every one to be secure in his life and estate, 
^asy in his mind, good and holy while he lives, and happy 
when he dies. For this reason he has given this com- 
mand, T/iou ahalt love thy neighbour aa thyaelf; which, 
if truly observed, would have a mo^t happy and blessed 
effect, and be a direction to the most unlearned, how to 
behave himself to others, so as to please God.* 

Ing, You will, I hope, explain this a little more paF- 
ticularly. 

Mi»8* Consult then your own reason, and you will ac- 
knowledge the justice of this command,, that men should 
lave and deal with others as sincerely as they would havf 

Rom. xiii. 10. 
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odieivtolove and deal i^h tbean : andtbait thef ahoiild 
do nothing which they themselves would ccmdemn s^ 
hard ^nd onjusty if done by another person. 

For example ; your own desire is^ that all should re- 
spect and love you ; that none should oppress, wro^g, or 
deal deceitfully with you ; should take advantage of your 
ignorance or necessities ; or should take tedious^ spite- 
^1, or expensive ways to keep you from yotii: rights* 
'Tou would have nobody to bear malice, or imagine ev9 
intheir hearts agakist you : you are concerned for your 
tiwn good name and credit ; you grieve to be despised by 
tiiose above you, as well^as to be disregarded by your iiw 
feriors ; you earnestly desire your own Welfare and proa* 
^peiity, and peace of mind, and health of body. Now as 
youy and every man living, is thus affected towards him- 
self, so will every man living be condemned by God, 
and his own conscience, who does not thus deal with 
others, and act by this short and plain rule. 

Men cannot Hve without the as»stanoe and support of 
one another. Their governors protect them. The con- 
cern of parents for tlxeir children, the care of masters for 
their servants, the account tiiat pastors must give of their 
flock, are great and necessary ; and if all these are not 
honored and obeyed, the world would every day grow 
more and more wild and wicked, and we ourselves, as weli 
as others, should be sufferers, and miserable. 

Inq. Are Christians obliged to love those that do not 
love them ? 

Mh9, Yes, most certainly, or they are no better than 
unbelievers ; for these love those, that love them. But 
Crod so loved us wli^n we were enemies to him by our 
evil deeds, as to give his only begotten Son to die for us ; 
and therefore he most reasonably requires, that we should 
lore one another. 

Inq. How may we attain to such a Chrisdan temper ? 

Miia, Tou must take all occasions of wishing well, 
and doing good, to others, continually exercising your 
compassion by relieving the poor, helping such as are in 
distress, comforting the afBicted; and mourning with 
them that mourn ; which tvill sweeten your temper, and 
inure you to this happy disposition. 
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You mmt beware of takings pleasure in the calamitijeft 
of other men^ though 3rour greatest enemies : for that 
would make you inhuman and hard-hearted. 

But) above all, consider* that this is God's express com- 
mandy That we love one another : and it is greatly en* 
forced by his amazing and condescending love to us. 

When you have gained these good dispositions^ yott 
will find, that being obedient and dutiful to your gover* 
nors, masters, and superiors, civil to your equals> and kind 
to your inferiors, is the true way of being easy and hap* 
py yourself 

Ittg. What is my duty, if Yny neighbour speaketh ill o£ 
n\e ? 

Miss, If you are indeed abused, you ought privately 
to reprove him that hath done it ; and if he should not 
amend, your duty is to bear the injury patiently, to re- 
turn good for evil, to forgive and to pray for him. For 
so hath Christ expressly commanded** 

And for your comfort consider, that, by thus freely for- 
giving him, you may with the more courage and comfort 
plead the gracious promise God has made of the pardon 
of your own sins ; so that you become the greatest gain- 
er by the wrong that was done you. * 

Ing, But will not this encourage bad mentoidmsQ 
their innocent neighbours ? 

Miss, It is firobuble it will not.\ However that be^ 
we are not to be more concerned for our own reputation, 
than for the honour and commands of Jesus Christ ; w&o 
hath also see us an eacamfiiej that we should follottf his 
stefiSj who, when he was revHedf reviled not againy but 
committed his cause to him that judgeth righteously 4 

Ing, Will my duty to my neighbour oblige me at all 
times to conceal bis faults I 

Miss, No : sometimes it is your duty to speak of' 
them ; but then it must be with a good design of leading 
him to repentance, by biinging him before such persons 
as have authority to call him to an account ; otherwise 

• Matt. V. 44. t Rom. xii. 20. + 1 Pet. ii. 23.* 

1$ 
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i|r<ni are a slanderer or backbiter, and» as sucb, reckoned 
cmongBt the moH scandaloue offenders^* 

Ing, May I not be true and just in my dealings, and 
yet make myself as good a bargain as I can ? 

4^:A^«. Only consider, that if the person you deal with 
makes himself an ill bargain, out of ignorance,- necessity, 
0r out of fear, it is a wicked thing to take advantage of 
him ; and though you may defend it by law, yoti cannot 
answer it to God. 

Inq. What is my duty, if I have wronged my neigh- 
bour? 

MUs. You ace bound to acknowledge your &ult, and' 
make him what amends you can, to ask God's pardon, and 
th«i you may hope for forgiveness ; for this is what yoa 
would expect from others. And this is the great rule of 
the gospel, Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
junto youj do you even so to them.^ 

Ing, But how should such poor, ignorant people a^ 
we, know hcyw to walk at all times by this rule ? 

Miss, One of our Saviour's apostles saith. He thai 
iaroeth his brother^ abideth in the lights and thete is no oc- 
jcasion t^ stumbling in kirn ;| that is, his love will always 
direct him what to do, and will not suffer him to do wrong 
to- others, either in word or deed. For hve worketh no 
ill to his neighbour ; thinketh no evil^ and therefore 
jsfieaks none ,- beareth all things^ beUeveth all things^ 
hofieth all things^ endureth all things.^ 

Ing. Must I always speak the truth i 

Miss. Yes, sure ; for if you consider what mischief 
is done by falsehood, how will you take it to be deceived 
yourself, you will be convinced, that lying' is a base vice^ 
and that there is great reason for those terrible threatenm 
ings^ which we find in God's word, against such as are 
guihyof this sin. 

Ing, What are the rules of temperance, soberness« 
and chastity, which a Chrfetian is to walk by ? 

]\Ms0. Whether yjou eat or drinky da all to the glory of 
Gods% that is, take care tiiat the name of God, and the 

* Rev. i. 30. t Matt. vi. 13. t 1 John ii. 10. § 1 Cor. xiii. 
I Rom ,xxl $, 27. 1 1 Cor. x. 31. 
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holy religion you profess,, be not evil spoken of by your 
excess in these things* 

Z.et UB walk honestly as in the day^ not in rioting and 
drunkenness :* for- no man that doth so habitually) can^ 
with any true delight think of the joys of heaven* 

Besides, sure it is, that they who give themselves up 
to intemperance, are in great danger of dying suddenly in 
their sins unvepcnted ofir 

What was inflicted upon man for the punishment of 
his first transgression [^that in the sweat of his face he 
should eat dread'] is now become the most likely means 
of preserving us from all other sin. For our. soula are' 
as active and inquisitive as ever, and must always be em-» 
ployed one way or other ; and therefore, if we do not 
constantly find some proper business for them^ the 
thoughts and imaginations of our hearts will be only evil 
continually. 

Ing, What reason have we to be contented, and not 
19 desire other men's goods ? 

' Miss, Because our own condition is certainly the best 
f«r us, being the appointment of a wise, }ust> and good 
God, who will supply us with every needful thing here, 
and give us our portion in a better woi*ld ; where we shall 
not need these things. 

Ing, But may we not endeavour to better our condi- 
tions? 

Miss, Yes, by God*s blessing upon yout h<mest in- 
dustry ; but no man should desire to live in plenty here, 
and hazard bis salvation for it ; nor strive to leave his 
family a great deal, and be miserable forever in another 
life, for his covetousness, oppression, and ill dealing here*. 

Jng, May I do what I please, with what is jusUy my 
own ? 

Miss. No : but you must do good with it* First, live 
decently yourself ; provide for your own house, that is, 
such of your relations as are in want ; and then relieve 
the poor with what you can well spare. And so. you will 
shew your thankfulness to God, and he will reward you 
for //.t 

* Rom* ^L 13. f Matt. zxr. 34. 
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And 6us is the best seeority yoa can have, tbat ym 
shall neTer want. 

He thai giveth unto the fioor^ lendeth unto the Lord s 
and that vhich he hath giveny will he fiay him again»* 

Ing. 8are, Sir, Christians do not believe these duties 
to God and man to be so necessary as you say they are ^ 
or else they think it impossible to observe them* . 

ASs0, Assure yourself they are the duties and condi- 
tions^ on which their happiness or misery everlasting 
dep^ds ; and they know this ; but too many will not lay 
h to heart. They know also, that God, toi whom all 
things are possible, will not let them want any assistance^ 
which they sincerely desire, and ask for. Bat they who 
are not willing to forsake their sins, are not disposed to 
beg that help of God which is necessary to enable them 
to break their bonds ; and such persons by a just judg- 
ment of God, are often left to their own evil disposkions; 
and this is the great occasion of so much wickedness as 
is seen among Christians. 

Therefore, as ever you hope to do the will of God, and 
by him be made happy, keep these truths in your mind 
and memory $ that such is the corruption of our nature, 
and pr oneness to evil, that we cannot of ourselves, without 
God's special grace and help, keep his commsinds, and 
serve him as we ought to do ; that when we have done 
our best, we are but unprofitable servants, and that it is 
only through the satisfaction of Christ we can be justifi- 
ed ; and that God is so good and merciful, that he has 
promised, upon our sincere desires and prayers, to give 
us all the help we shall want to do onr duty, so as to 
please him, and to secure our happiness forever. 

Prayer, therefore, being appointed by God himself, as a 
means of obtaining all the blessings we stand in need of, 
you must be instructed in that duty, how to ask of God> 
so as to obtain his grace and help. 

Ing, I cannot in reason expect that favour from you 
2K>w ; but I will wait on you as soon as I can hope you 
will have leisure. 

Mis8» It will be a great pleasure and blessing to me^ 

• Ppov, six. 17* 



t» be made tmJaslrttmeiitio the lutnd of God} to.htfft^* 

youjrom darkne^^ lo light j and /rom the fiowerq/ satan, 
wtio.Godf* that you maf be made hsi^y finreyer. 

THE PRAYER. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast loved us, and girei^ 
thyself for us, give us grace to love, and to forgive, an* 
to do good ; and that, running the vrzy of thy command* 
ments, I may live and die thy servant, and find mercy at 
the great day, when we must all appear before the judge- 
ment-seat of Christ. Ameru 



DIALOGUE XVII. 

Offirayer and thankagiving being the meant and condt^ 
tUm9 of obtaining the graces and blessings qf God. 

Inquirer, I am come again, good Sir, for your fur-' 
iher instruction. You have explained to me the com-' 
mands of God, and convinced me of the necessity of ob- 
serving them, in order to be happy. At the same time 
you told me, that we cannot observe them, as we ought 
to do, without the grace of God, which I must seek by^ 
diligent prayer. 

Missionary, So indeed it is : for sudh is the disorder 
and weakness of our nature, and the temptations to saw 
so many, that neither our reason, nor the goodness of 
God*3 commands, nor the authority of so powerftil a Being, 
nor the happiness which he proposes, nor the danger of 
our disobedience, are sufficient to keep us within the 
bounds of duty, without God*s especial graces which he 
is so g^od as to promise to all such, as, being sensible of 
their wants, do pray for his grace and assistance. 

Jnq. Pray, Sir, what do you mean by the grace of 
God ? 

Miss* We mean every favour which God freely be* 

*Acts xzvi. IBi 

I3» 
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itowftoii usfki (H*der tomake faisofdiaiiices tiMcma^' 
snands effectual for our salvation* 

For example, God gives us his H(Aj Spirit^ to be the 
author of a new and hoiy life. This Holy Spirit has made 
linown to us in the Scriptures the ways of life, and of 
death) the blessing and happiness of such as love and 
obey God) and the iniserable end of the wicked and diao* 
bedient* These are the first graces and favours c^ God- 
Besides these, to all such as are well disposed, and re-* ' 
ceive these truths, the Spirit of God enlightens their un* 
^erstandings ; touches their hearts with a fear of God, 
and with a fear for themselves, on account of their sins| 
and the corruption of their nature ; he shows them the 
necessity of a Saviour, and what he has dcme to deliver 
them from misery, and to make them happy fiorever. 

In short, whatever saving truths men know, whatever 
good they do, whatever evils they avoid, these, and many, 
Tery many more, are the effects of the grace and &vour 
of God, and the effectual workings of his good Spirit on 
our hearts and minds. 

Jng, What do you mean by prayer ? 

Mis9m We mean, the laying our wants and desires be* 
fore God, and begging of him to hear and help us, and 
particularly to give us the assistances of his Holy Spirit. 

In*;, Doth not God know all our wants, before we lay 
them before him ? and doth not he give his blessings to 
many that never pray for them ? 

Miss, God doth most surely know our wants, much 
better than we ourselves do; he also often gives us those 
things which we neither desire nor deserve ; and yet he 
has commanded us to pray, and hath made it a part of 
the duty we owe to him ; and this for our own sake, and 
that we may be made more worthy of the favours which 
he designs us, and that we may not forget (as too many 
do) our dependence upon him for life, and breath, and all 
things. 

For, being obliged to pray to God daily, we can hard- 
ly choose but think of him often ; of his power to help us ; 
c^ bis goodness and promise to do so ; of his wisdum to 
give what is best for us; and of his justice to punish 



1S9 

tlRMetliiit Im mdtfaoQtGod inthe world: ire canhai^ 
help thinking of our own sinfalneas and unworthiness oi 
sny favour at the hand of God ; and we are led to remem- 
ber the only way by which e^ry mercy is to be obtained $ 
even through the merit and mediation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. By all which we are taught to know, to love, tO' hon- 
our, to obey, to rely upcm, and to praise our Maker every 
day mpore and more perfectly, in all our ways to acknowl* 
edge him, and live in an intire dependence upon him ; 
which is the sure way to be happy forever. 

Inq, H2Lth God promised to give Christians what they 
pray for ? 

Mi89^ He hath promised to give them whatever they 
ask agreeable to his will, and whatsoever he in his infinite 
wisdom shall think proper for them.* And because 
through our ignorance, and the corruption of our nature, 
were we left to ourselves, we should be tempted to pray 
for such things as might hurt both ourselves and others^ 
and which would not be for the honour of God, or for his 
goodness, to grant ; therefore his Son, and our merciful Sav- 
iour, hath given us a pattern of prayer, in order to direct 
tis what to pray for, so as to please God. And this pray- 
er is so short, that the most unlearned Christian may get 
it by heart, and, by a very little help and attention, may 
understand it so well, as never to be at a loss what to ask 
of God. 

Ing, I hope you will be so good as to teach me that pray- 
er, and to explain it to me. 

Mise, I will do so, and endeavour to make you under- 
stand the reason and meaning of every petition. You 
must know then, that it is called the Lord's Prayer, be^ 
cause it was given by our Lord Christ lo his disciples, for 
the use of them and his followers ; and it is in these 
words : 

THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

OuB Father who art in heaven ; Hallowed be 
ihy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 

* John xiv. 14*. Ibid. xri. 23% Matt. xxi. 22. 



in eartby as it is in heaven. Git^'w Ais &y^ <nor 
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as We 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead vb 
not into temptation^ but deliver us from evil* For 
thine is the kingdom^ the power^ and the glory, for- 
ever and ever. Jimen. 

> 

Ing. I should be much to blame, indeed, if 1 sbould 
not get so short a prayer by heart. You will now be so 
l^ind as to explain it to me. 

Mia9. Before I do that, I must first observe to you, 
that we are not taught to say, my fatker, but our father, 
because God, who is the God of all mankind, would have 
all of us to love, and to be c<mcemed for one another ; and 
to inc»a&e and ,coDfirm our love , he hath taught us, when 
we beg any favour for ourselves, to pray for all others," 
that he may be glorified by them as well as by us ; and. 
that none may be deprived of those blessings, which Jesu^ 
Christ.hath purchased for mankind. 

You will also observe, that God hath permitted us to 
call him ow Father, to the end that we may pray with an 
humble confidence of being kindly received : being as- 
sured, that as a fythtr fiitieth his own children^ so the 
Lord fiitieth them that fear him,* 

But then we are to consider « that this Father is the God 
frf heaven, who sees our behaviour, and the very thoughts 
of our hearts; which should oblige us to approach him 
•with reverence aod godiy fear, because he is in heaven,' 
and we are upon earth, which is his footstool, 
. Lastly, observe, that in the three first petitions we pray 
f(W the glory of God ; that we, and all people, may know 
him, worship and obey him, as^we ought to do. And in 
the three last petitions we pray for ourselves, for the nec- 
essaries of life, for the pardon of our sins, and grace to do 
our duty, and fop God's protecticm and deliverance from 
the evils we either suffer or fear. 

* And therefore I beseech thee, O heavenly Father, not 
for myself only, but for all thy children, that we may all 
live worthy of the relation which we bear to thee ; that 

• P»ai ciiL V^. 



-ve tnay'not ^, knowk^ that we ai*e accouiited thine^ nor 
'Wilfully offend so great, so good, .so tender a Father} 
but that we raay love thee not as slaves, but as children : 
that we may put our whole^ trust in thee, and depend upon 
thine infinite, power, wisdom, goodness, and promise to 
take care of us : that we may leave it to thee to choose 
what is best for U8> and bear with patience and resigna* 
tion, all thy fatherly corrections : and that we m^y serve 
thee with comfort and pleasure, all our days, in hopes of 
the everlasting inheritance, which thou hast promised to 
thy obedient children.* 

HaHowed be thy name. 

Now in this first petition we pray^ that all men may 
have a very high regard for the divine majesty oi €rody^ 
a.Dd for his honour : and especially, that all Christians, to 
-whom he has made himself and his will known by no lesft 
a person than his own Son, may honour him by a firm 
faith in him, and by leading just and hdy lives, as be- 
comes the children of God, that others^ seeing their good 
works, may be converted, and gk)rify their Father who 
is in heaven. And, for their encouragement in doif^ 
this, God hath declared, that them who. honour him he^ 
Vftllhjnour ;* that is, he will bless them, and make then^ 
happy. 

' Let us ever remember, O God, that thou art our great 
Creator, our absolute Lord, our merciful Saviour, and 
our all-seeing Judge. May we stand in awe of thy aU 
mighty power, thine all-seeing providence, and thine an-^ 
gry justice, and love thy boundless goodness, and be al* 
ways thankful for thine innumerable benefits, and trustin 
thy wisdom and truth, and call upon thy name, as long ab 
we live !' 

Thy kingdom come. 

In order to understand this petition, you must know, 
that wherever the Christian religion is received, there is 
the kingdom of God, because God is there obeyed, 
feared, and loved. We pray, therefore, in these words^ 
that all the nations of the earth may come tp the kpowl* 

• I Sam. ii. 3a 
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eA^t^ the true and only God^ the Creditor n^d Preseive? 
of ati thiDgs ; and that tlie Gospel of his SpO) which con- 
liuns the laws of his king^otn^ may every .wh^e be re» 
ceived to the glory of God, and the good of maiikind ; 
md that every one of us may labour to advance the king- 
dom of Grod, and his honour. 

* And thus, O Lord, let thy knigdom come. Let it be 
aa usiiversal, as the propheits foretold it should be, and. 
ea^tend to every corner of the earth, and reach every, 
man's heart and soul : and may the days come^.wh^n no- 
persecution, division, or schism, no. evils or troubles of; 
any kind, shall be known in it ! and may none who are 
called 'by thy name, oppose this coming of thy kingdom, 
by any scandal, or by resisting the power and efficacy of 
it in himself »» 

How meanly an^ basely do those- act, who profess* 
lilemselves members of this kingdom, and yet havena 
eare OP concern for the conduct of it; but withal how in- 
oensisfently^ whil^f they are bidding open defiance to theliv 
tord^ to wish, as they do in this prayer^ for his coming ! 

We are also supposed to pray in this petition, that God[ 
Hi^oiiW be pleased. to remove whatever hinders so glorious! 
a work: that he would restrain the power of the devily 
who leads so many nations captive at his will : that all^ 
such as are yet ignorant of the true God, may no longer- 
want the necessary means of their conversion; and that 
all Christians may, by their good lives, convince unbeliev- 
ers, how happy they are in being under the laws and gov- 
ernment of their Maker. 

Ing, But pray, good Sir, how can that be called the 
kingdom of God, in which there are so many wicked sub- 
jects. ( 

Miss,' God permits it to be so for the present, in this 
state of trial, to make all men sep what, they would be 
without the acceptance and help of his grace ; to shpw 
his goodness and patience, by which many of the wicked 
are brought to repentance ; whereby also the power of 
his grace is boUi seen and glorified. By these also he 
tries the sincerity of his faithful subjects. But a time is 
comings when a separation will be made of the wheat 



fj^m the tar#9) the.good seed ft^mtiie IxeuI, and the jus^e 
of God will appear in the dreadful punishment of all such 
as now give offence to his good subjects^ and hinder the 
propagating the GrospeL 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

This is the next petition ; by which we pray, that God 
by his grace may dispose the hearts of all his subjects to 
a cheerful obedienbe to his laws, and an intire submissioa 
to his will and direction ; and to a performance of their 
duty in that state of life, in which his providence hath 
i)laced tliem ; and this as cheerfully, as his angels do their 
tluty, and obey his will, in heaven ; by which God will- 
be greatly glorified, his kingdom inlacged, his ajDg^s de* 
lighted, and all who obey him will be prepared for eternal 
hairiness. 

Now we come to the three last petitions which concem* 
our own wants, and which none but God can supply* And 
these I shall explain to you the next time you come*: la 
the mean time address yourself to the throne of grace in 
the following words. 

THE PRAYER. 

Dispose me, and all thy children, O Lord and Father, 
to submit cheerfully to whatever thy providence shall 
order for us : hearken not to the corrupt desires of our 
own hearts, but to the voice of thine own wisdom, good- 
ness, and mercy. Give us a true knowledge of our duty, 
and an heart disposed to close with thy will, whenever it 
shall be made known to us, add to obey it with pleasure. 
Subdue in us whatever is contrary to thy holy will, that, 
through thy grace, we may at last become perfect, as ' 
our heavenly pattern is, through Jesus Christ our blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer. Arnen^ 
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InquireTm I am now come to de&ire you would explain 
to me the remaming part of the Lord's Prayer. 

AiSmtionary^ The three last petitions concern our owp 
wants, and which none but God can supply* \ The first of 
these is, 

Giye us this day our daily bread. 

In which words we pray, that God would be pleased to 
give us all things which are either needful or convenient 
for the health and support of our bodies, and for the good 
of our souls. Bread, being of most necessary and univer* 
sal use, hab obtained not only in Scripture, but in common 
discourse all over the world, to be put very often for all 
the necessaries of life.— Thus poverty is expressed 6y 
^ant of BREAD, and prosperity by fulncsa.. of brsad. 
' Inq. Why do you ask for these things day by day ? 

Mis9m Because we have by this an occasion of remem- 
bering our daily dependence upon God, and of giving him 
thanks for his favours to us every day of our lives j an^ 
forasmuch as we acknowledge, that we depend upon 
God's blessing on our honest endeavours for our daily 
bread, we should no day of our lives attempt to take such 
ways for a livelihood, as we cannot hope God will bless. 
And lastly, we learn by this prayer, not to be too much 
concerned or anxious for ourselves for the time to comei 
because God ever liveth to supply our wjints. 

Inq, It seems, then, that Christians are not to pray for 
great riches, honours, and powers, since they are directed 
only to pray for their daily bread. 

Mi88, It is certainly so : for these things should be left 
wholly to God's wisdom, since men cannot, and none but 
God can, know what use any one may make of such things^ 
Not but that, if God gives men such things, they may 
receive them with thanks, and should use them to good 
purposes. 

Inq. How may they do that ? 

Miss, By assisting, with their riclies, those that are 
in want : by defending, with their power, such as are 



us 

oppressed, &c. and taking care always torernemberCrod 
in the middt of their abundance, and the account they 
must give to him of both the use and abuse of it. 

* We look up unto^ and depend upon thee^ O hearenly 
Father, for all the necessaries, conveniences, atid coni&rta 
of this life ; and may our bodily vi^ants engage us to go 
daily to the throne of grace, for the wants of our souls I* 

rLet thy blessing go along with our honest endoav*- 
jours, and keep us from all unjust ways of bettering our 
condition, and that with all thy other fevours, give us, we 
beseech thee, the blessing of a thankful and contended 
mind I* 

The next petition which concerns ourselves, is this fol- 
lowing :-»• . 

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
.|;respass against us. 

Now in these words we pray, that God, for Christ's 
sake, would be merciful unto us, and forgive us our sins, 
ivhether known or unknown, and that he would not punish 
us as we deserve. And, to shew our thankfulness for this 
great mercy, we oblige ourselves to forgive, and love, and 
do good to those who have any way injured us, as sincerely 
as we hope for pardon from God. 

Ing. And may a Christian be assured, that God will 
pardon his sins, provided he deals with others as kindly as 
he desires God to deal with him ? 

Miss, We have his faithful promise by his Son, that 
upon our true repentance, he will do so :* by which he 
hath, as it were, put our pardon into our own power, and 
left us to consider, that there will be no mercy for him 
who will not shew meixy. 

< Forgive us those sins, O heavenly Father, which sepa« 
rate us from thee : forgive us every day of our lives, for 
every day we stand in need of pardon ; give me, and all 
Christians, a forgiving temper, that we may fulfil the con- 
dition of our pardon. Thou art good and merciful in fon- 
giving us ; grant that we may all live in the same charita- 
ble temper, in which we hope and desire to die.' 

• Matt. vL 14. 

13 
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The last petitioD of this prayer is, 

Lead us not into temptation ^ but deliver us from 
^eviL 

That is, we pray thitf God would so order things in the 
course of his prondiNice, that we may not be exposed to 
great and dangerous trials, which may prove hazardous 
to our virtue : that he would not suffer us to be tempted 
above what we ate able, but would with the tempta;tion 
inake a way for us to escape* that we may be able to beat' 

it 

Inq. What must I understand by the word evil ? 

MU9. First and chiefly, the evil spirit, u e. the devil^ 
who is the great tempter of mankind to all evil. 

Sdly, Evil practices, and evil examples.' 

3dly, Everlasting misery. 

Now you will observe from this petition, that it is mA 
sufficicBt to beg pardon for our past offences, but that 
every good Christian must pray God to enable him to 
keep out of the way of temptation, and not suffer him to 
fall again into the sins he has repented of: and that 
whenever he suffers us to be tempted for the trial of our 
faith and trust in him, he would in roeit:y deliver us from 
the power and snares of the devil ; from our own corrupt 
inclinations ; from the ill examples of a wicked world ; 
and from everlasting misery, the most dreadful of all 
evils whatever. 

And the reason why this desire is by our Lord express- 
ed in these words : And ledd us not into temfitation^ but 
deliver ua from evily is this : " 

To admonish us, that even the best of us are in danger 
of falling into the same sins, that we have once, much 
more that we have often, been guilty of ; and that, be- 
cause theie are several temptations, which in the course 
of our lives we shall surely meet with ; and therefore, 
that none of us are to be secure, but ought always to vfatch 
and firay^ and stand upon our guard, and to look well to 
ourselves, that we be not overcon.e. 

And you will be further convinced of the absolute ne- 
cessity of this petition, when you see so^many, even 
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amongst those who bear the name of Christians, running 
headlong into everlasting ruin, for want of God's gracious 
tassistance, which can only be obtained by constant and 
diligent prayer. 

^ O God, who hatest iniquity^ and knqwest our infinni- 
tiesy leave us not to tl>e malice and power of the evil one, 
the devil, to deal with us ashe pleaseth ; leave us not, O 
merciful Father, to ourselves, and to our own corrupt 
hearts and lusts, lest we rashly run ipto temptations; keep 
us always under the protection of thy good Spirit ; suffer 
us not to.be surprised, nor off our guard, nor tempted above 
what we are able to bear ; give us grace to resist the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and to watch and pray 
daily, that we enter not into temptation ;* 

We conclude this prayer with these following words ; 
which are a solemn form of praise, and an acknowledge* 
ment to him to whom we have been praying 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory^, 
forever and ever. Mien. 

That is, in other words, <we praise, and worship,' and de- 
pend upon thee, the great, and true, and only God ; whose 
kingdom ruleth over all the world ; whose power nothing 
can resist ; whose glory ought to be our chief aim and de- 
sire ; who alone can give us what we want and pray for ; 
"vvho alone can forgive us our sins, and dispose us to for- 
give one another ; who can help, secure, and save us in 
the hour of temptation, and deliver us f i-om the evils to 
w^hich we are daily exposed. To thee, therefore, we 
give all honour, praise, and thanks, and wish that all the 
world would do the same. Amen,* 

Tnq, I observe, that you conclude all your prayers with 
that word, Amen. 

Mis9* We do so. By which we express our most 
earnest desire, that God would grant us what we have 
prayed for ; which we firmly believe he will do, so far as 
may really promote his glory, and our best interest ; foras* 
much as we are assured, That no man did ever trust in 
the Lord, and was confounded*^ or disappointed of his 

* Eccluft a. 10. 



bopes ; and therefore we conclude all our prayers with 
sajrmg Amen^ or bo be it^ let it be as we have prayed^ and 
do deeire. 

Ing» Can it be expected, that the ignorant and unlearn- 
ed should pray ? 

3//»*. It is most surely- the duty of eyery man, howev- 
er ignorant and unlearned, to pray and give praise to 
God ; whereby he owns his depcitdence upon ham, for 
every thing he wants, and returns his thanks for all fbe 
blessings he receives. 

Now every man, even the most unlearaed, cannot but 
know, that he is subject to be tempted to sin, and that God 
only can deliver him from it. Every one knows, tfiat itiy 
God only, that can bless his honest endeavours for ^ live- 
lihood ; that God therefore ought to be sought to for 
these blessings, and that every ohc is obliged to be thank- 
ful to him when he receives them. 

A very child can tell his father what hjft wants ; and 
you see God permits us to call him our Father, that we 
may lay our desires and wants before him after the best 
manner we are able, and leave it to him to help us ; he 
knows our wants, however imperfectly we express thefti 
with our tongues. And we may be assured, that, when 
we devoutly use this very prayer, God will hear and an- 
swer us, not according to our weak tmderstandings ; but 
in a manner suitable to our real necessities, and accord- 
ing to the love of a father for his children. 

Ing. Do Christians think, that they are bound to pray 
every day ? 

Miss. They should do so ; and every good Chistian 
will do so ; because he knows he wants God's help; and '• 
pardon, and blessings, every day of his life. And it is 
chiefly owing to the omission of this duty, that we see so' 
much wickedness and mischiefs even amongst Christians. • 
People venture every day into a world full of temptations ' 
to sin, and of dangers innumerable, without begging the 
protection of God': and they top often lie down to slefep, 
without praying to be delivered from the powers of dark- 
ness, and the sad accidents which may befal them^, when 
all eyes are shut, but his only who never sleepeth. 
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Ing* Is it expected, that such as cannot ready should 
pray? 

Mi€s* Itis.ap uuhappiness, that people cannot read; 
but God forbid, that should bander them from praying ! 
Whoever hath sense to know, that he is a sinnerf or that 
he wants God's help, is bound to pray as well as he can. 
If such a person wants a kindness from his neighbour, 
he will find words to ask it in : if he is to ask it of his supe- 
riors, he will think of doing it in a becoming manner, and 
will wait with patience, and receive it thankfully. Let 
l^m so behave himself towards his Maker ; and God, 
who is always pleased with the desires of a heart truly 
sensible of its misery and wants, will favourably answer 
Ills requests. 

Ing, I observe that you make thanksgiving also a du^ 
ty, and a service, which you owe to. God. 

MUs. God hiniBelf has made it sOy* and it is agreeable 
to our reason. We expect thanks from one another, 
when we have done a kindness. And if Christians would 
take notice of, and give God thanks for, the mercies and 
blessings they receive daily from his bounty, they would 
engage the divine goodness to multiply his favours, which 
they often hinder by their ingratitude. But then they 
must show their thankfulness, not only with their lips, but 
by their lives. 

Ing. How often should we pray ? 

Miss, We should firay without ceaaing ;t ^hat is, we 
should let no day pass without begging God's blessing ; 
and giving him thanks for his mercies ; for every bless- 
ing we receive ; for every danger we escape ; and for 
every affiction we meet with, and are supported under. 
Our meals should put us in mind, that we do not live by 
bread alone ; that therefore God's blessing must make 
our meat do us good 4 In our business we should re- 
member, that it is but lost labour, to rise early, and take 
little Test, if God blesses not our endeavours.§ In the. 
morning, we should pray God to bless our labours all the 

• 1 'thess. V. 18. t Ibid. v. JT*. 

^ ^Dettt.viii.^ § Psal. cxzvik 1 

I3» 
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day ; and, in the eveningi return our humble thanks-for 
all the mercies of the foregoing day^ and pray for prcser* 
vatiooy and the other mescies of the night. 

Inq, Are there any further instructions that you think 
Qecessa|^ to give me^ concerning this duty of prayer ? 

Mi98. Only remember, that whenever you say this 
prayer, or beg any fiivour from God, you do it with the 
humility of one who is sensible of his wants and misery ; 
ivith submission to God's will ; with great reverence, at*- 
tention of mind, and deliberation, that your heart may go 
along with your lips* And lastly, which you must never 
forget, you must ask every blessing you want of God, for 
the sake of his Son Jesus Christ ; it being on his account 
alone, and for what he has done and suffered, that God 
will own us for his children, or grant us what we pay for. 

Inq, I hope I shall always remember to do so. 

Miaa. Indeed it is of so very great moment, that Jesus 
Christ himself Has appointed an holy ordinance to be ob- 
' Served by all Christians, on purpose that they may al- 
ways remember the wonderful . things he has done, and 
the great blessings he hath obtained for them t particu- 
larly the sacrifice of his death, and the benefits which we 
receive by it ; viz. the pardon of our sins, and the sure 
apd certain hope of everlasting life. When, therefore, 
you come again to me, I will explain this to you more 
fully, than I can do at present for want of time. 

Inq^ You have said enough, Sir, to make me return to 
you as soon as possibly I can* 

THE PRAYER. 

Bz.Bss«n be thy name, O God, for this great privilege 
of laying our wants before thee, and for the great hopes 
we have of being heard. Make me ever sensible of my 
wants, and of thy power and goodness to help me, that at 
all times I may call upon thee, by diligent prayer. , And 
hear, me, O King of heaven, when I call upon thee in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ ; that I may effectually 
obtain the relief of my necessities^ and? ever give- thee 
praise for tliA same., jimen. 



DIALOGUE XIX. 

The sacrameni qfthe Lord*9 Supfier exfiiained. 

Inquirer, Your promise, Sir, to explain to me an holy 
ordinance, which, you told me, all Christians are bound 
to observe, for a continual remembrance of the sacrifice 
of th€ death of Christ, ever since that sacrifice was offer* 
ed, this has brought me to you now, as soon as I could 
hope you would have time to instruct me. 

Missionary. I have now time to do it. You rememberj 
I hope, what I have told you before ; that there are two 
especial ordinances of the Christian religion, which we 
call sacraments, appointed by Christ himself as necessary 
means of salvation, when they may be regularly had. 
These are Baptism, and the Lord's Supper. By baptism 
we are introduced into the Christian character ; at which 
time we enter into a covenant with God, wherein, on our 
part, we promise, to believe in him, to fear, to love, and 
obey him all our days ; and God, on his part, receives us ' 
into his family, which is his church, and promiseth to 
treat us as his children, to protect us, while we live, and', 
when we die, to make us happy, if we have behaved our- 
selves as his dutiful children ought to do ; and thus we 
give ourselves up unto Christ. 

Inq, This I have not forgot. 

Miaa. But then, forasmuch as this high favour hath 
been bestowed upon Christians, to be called and treated 
as the children, of God, not for any thing they have done ' 
to deserve it, but purely for the sake of what his Son Je- 
sus Christ hath done and suffered for them : he hath 
appointed another sacrament, which we call the Lord's' 
S\ipper, in order to keep up the remembrance of what he. 
hath done for us ; hii laying down his life for us to re- 
deem us from the wrath of God, to purchase us to him- 
self to be a people zealous of good works. 

Inq, Why do you call this sacrament by the name of 
th e Lord's Supper ? . , 

Miaa* Because our Lord Christ did appoint this ordi- ' 
ntace at his last, supper with his disciples, the evening; 
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before he was crucified^ to preserve the memory and the 
reasons of his death ; the knowledge of which is th^ faon- 
dation of the Christian religion, and that on which the 
hflippiness and salvation of all men doth depend. 

Inq, You will not wonder, if I am very desirous to 
know all that is necessary concerning this' ordinance. 

jWw*. That you may do so, ycu must carry. your.- 
thoughts back to what I have already told you of, the first 
parents of mankind ; that they rebelled against their Ma- 
ker's command ; that they lost his favour, and all right 
and title to the happiness which he had promised them ; 
that this very nature became prone to evil ; and both they* 
and their posterity became subject to sin;^ to misery, and 
to death : and, lastly, that the Son of God, pitying their 
<:alamity, undertook to redeem them, to satisfy Ms Fa* 
ther's justice, and to suffer in his own person for their 
sins, as also to impart to them a spirit and principle of a 
new life, in order to renew that nature which they had so 
sadly spoiled. 

In order to which he was made man ; and, having put 
himself in the place of sinners, he offered himself to suf- 
fer death for their redemption ; by which he restored thenft 
to his Father's favour, and to a possibility of obtaining the 
happiness for which they at first were made. 

By which wonderful goodness, and most worthy sacri- 
fiice, God was so well pleased, that he hath, for his Son's 
sake, promised to pardon all penitent sinners, and to make • 
them happy fijrever. 

Inq. All this I now remember you explained tome; 
and I thank you for putting me again in mind of it ; and 
I hope now I shall never forget it. 

MiuB. It will certainly be your interest to remember it % 
for indeed your happiness depends upon it. 

Inq. Is it sufficient for tne to remember in this sacra* 
ment, that there was such a person as Jesus Christ \ 

Mas, No, surely ; much more is contained in it We 
are to call to mind his wonderful love to mankind, which 
engaged him to take our nature upon him, and to submil 
to the infirmities and miseries of it ; which made hire 
ti^tent to live amongst us^ and to die ior us : it k to call 
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to ifiind his unweaTied patience and diligence in doing 
good ; haling the diseases, and instructing the ignoranoe 
of men ; and particularly his most grievous sufierings anil 
death, by which he made an atonement to' his Father fof 
the sins of mankind. He was made ^m^br itsy who knew 
no Mn^ that toe might be made the righteousness of Qod 
in him* And if we truly remember him, we sht^H e/i- 
deavouR to copy the example of his virtues, and especial^ 
ly those which were most conspicuous in his life. 

Inq, Where shall I learn the history of his life and 
actions, that I may follow his example I 

Miss. In the four gospels, or in what is called the Nei^^ 
'Testament. 

Inq. What do you mean by the gospels ? 

Miss. I mean four small treatises, in which the life and - 
mictions of our Saviour are written for the benefit of all 
succeeding Christians ; and, when it shall be your hap^* 
piness to read them, you will there find abundant mat*' 
ter and reason for the perpetual remembrance of Jesu9 
Christ, 

Inq^ What need was there of this sacrament, *«ince it 
seems impossible for men ever to iorget so great a bene- 
factor? 

Miss* Jesus Christ, who knew our nature better than 
we ourselves do, and how very apt we are to forget the- 
greatest favours of God, has by this. holy ordinance pro- 
vided, that such as have any sense or regard for hi|s lovei^. 
or even for their own happiness, shall never want a pro- 
per occasion of remembering what he hath done and suf-. 
fercd to redeem them from misery, and to pat them in a 
M^ay of being happy forever : he likewise intended ;this(.. 
holy ordinance as a standing ptoof or evidence of tbis; 
impoii:ant fact of his death, thereby to strengthen and re- 
new our faith in it. 

Inq, You will now, Sir, be pleased tp let me know 
liow he hath done this. 

^Miss. Our great Lord and Saviour Je&us Christ, the 
night before he was crucified, took bread, and blessed 
and brake it, and gave it to his disciples^ and said^ takey* 

'.  2 Cor. V. 21. 
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e»i i thU is mtf bodyj that s> given for you ; do thi^ ^ 
remembrance of me. After sapper also he took a cup of 
limine) and gave thanks^ and gave it to them, saying, drink 
fe all ofihia ; for this is my blood of the new covenanff 
lukich ia shed for yoUf and for many ^ for the remissionr 
if sin. Do thisy as often as ye shall drink ity inremem* 
trance of me. For as oft as ye shall eat this bready and. 
drink this cu/i^ ye do shew the Lord's death till he come^ 

Ing. You will now, Sir, let me know how this sacra^ 
2nent is observed amongst Christians. 

Miss, They do it after this manner:* first, the minis* 
tcr of Christ plaeeth, or causeth to be placed, upon a ta- 
ble in our churches, a portion of bread and wine in the- 
^ght of all the people. This bread and wine, which are 
. to represent the sacrifice of Christ's body and blood, ^e 
sanctified, or set apait^for this holy use, by giving thanks 
to God for all his favours, and especially for having sent 
his only Son to redeem us by his death ; and by begging 
of him, that when we receive, and eat and drink this 
bread and wlne^^ we may be^ so far made partakers of the 
sacrifice of his most blesse^i body and blood, as to share 
in all the benefits which he hath obtained for us by his 
death. At the same time he breaketh the bread into pie- 
ces, and pbureth the wine into a cup, to represent unto 
our senses, by these outward and visible signs, the death 
4>f Christ, whose body was broken, and blood poured out, 
upon the cross. 

lug. Pray, Sir, how doth he, after this, dispose of this 
bread and wine I 

Miss, This bread and wine, being sanctified by the 
word of Gk)d and prayer, he distributes among those who 
are there present; putting them in mind, that Jesus 
Christ died for them, and for their salvation ; px^efcring 
their happiness to his own life ; that therefore they ought 
never to forget so great a kindness, but to keep up the 
Remembrance of him, after this manner, which he hath 
appointed, until his coming again. 

Ing. Is this all that is required of Christians, to keep 
Up the remembrance of Christ, and of his death I 

Miss* No, surely ; no serious Christians think that a-^ 
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iDBe sufficient. They know that it is an humble heart iii 
whicti Christ delights to dwell ; they therefore look upon 
this sacrament as a proper occasion of humbling them- 
selves before God, and of abhoiing those sins whM:b 
cost Jesus Christ his life and blv>od. • 

They know also, that the blessings obtained for us bjp. 
Christ's death, of which this sacrament is a remembrance^ 
are as much the food of the soul, as bread and wine are 
of the body ; that this food or support we receive by a 
lively faith in his merits ; and do therefore, at this timet 
more especially acknowledge the efficacy of his death*^ 
This is the true bread j which nourisheth to eternal life,* 
That God who spared not his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all, will he not with him freely give us all things \ 

Besides this, every penitent Christian will look upon 
this as a proper time to remember, and comfort himself 
-with, the great extent of God's mercy declared by his. 
Son, and this even with an oath, that all sins shall before 
^yen unto the sons ofmen,\ 

Every humble Chiistian also, who feels in his soul the . 
want of God's help to support him against the temptations 
of the world, the flesh, and the devil, will think this a 
very proper time to beg of God his Son's promise, that, 
he will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him. 

Lastly, every Christian must be supposed to receive 
tills sacrament in token, that he adknowledgeth Jesus 
Christ to be his Lord and Saviour, to be his Law^glver 
here, and his Judge hereafter. 

/ny. I remark, that Christ commanded this ordinance 
to be observed by his followers till his coming again ; 
pray, what is meant by that ? 

Miss. Why, as I have told you before, we ChristianB. 
do know, and firmly believe, that Jesus Christ will come 
again at the end of the world, to judge the living and the 
dead ; to call all men that ever have lived, to an account 
for the use they have made of the favours which God 
has given them ; and to reward or punish them> as they 
have lived well or ill in this world. 
And this intimation he gave his followers, when he ap* 

• John vK t Mark iii. 2». 



156 



jnied this ordinance, that they may consider, every tutio 
5msv CO to this sacrament, what account they will be able 
to give of themselves, when he shall come to judge the 
oTArid IB righteousness. 

Ing. Is there any thing else requirted of Christians, be- 
fore <liey KO to this sacrament ? 

M94i Yes : they oug^ht, in the first place, to consid- 
cr ^vhat sort of life they have led $ince they took on them 
the Christian cliaracter ; at which time they obliged them- 
Lives 4o make the laws of God the rule of their fci^ 
Mid life, and actions : and to examine themselves, wheth- 
cr they have not led a wicked, at least, an idle, useless 
life- or whether they now live in any known sm ; be- 
cause they are bound, when they go to that sacnonent, 
smously to acknowledge thek offences and sins before 
God, and to beg his pardon, with a full purpose of a^ 
mendroent of life ; otherwise they wiU receive nothmg 
there, but their own condemnation. 

A Christian is obliged also to have a gratetul sense ot 
God*s ffoodness, by considering his mercy in sending his 
own Son to redeem us, whom by his death he hath i^con- 
ciled to his Father, and put us in a way to be forever hap- 
ov, if it is not merely our own fault. - 

And lastly, Jesus Christ having expressly commanded, 
that all his disciples should love one another^ as he hath 
loved them, and given his life for thevfiy* every Chrisdan 
is bound, before he goeth to this sacrament (the chief end 
of which is to put him in mind of this great instance of 
Christ's love, every Christian, I say, is bound,) to consider 
whether he hath any thing in his heart, contrary to this 
oattern of true love, and command of his Saviour. 

Ing. Do you believe, that Christians are generally 
careful to prepare themselves for this ordinance after this 

i»annerl _. . . , ^ -. ^ •«. 

Mi99. All serious Chnstians are so : but, too many, it 

is to be feared, are not. And this is the reason why so 

many receive no benefit from this sacrament ; for other« 

wise, this ordinance would be a most powerful restr^nt to 

keep them from leading a thoughtless and an evil life, 

* John xiii. S4. 



157 

by aSbrding them so many blessed occasions of remem- 
bering and renewing their covenant with God, laying ihtxa 
under continual obligations of leadmg a new and Chris- 
tian life^and obtakiing grace from God to do so. 

Iftff. What do you think of those Christians that never 
go to this sacrament ? 

Miss* Why, they are generally to be esteemed in the 
"way of rijin, without seeing their danger.. They do not 
consider, that, as they are sinners, God cannot be pleased 
•with them ; and that there is no pardon fof siimers, no 
salvation to be hoped for, but only througn the merits of 
Chriat's death, which is commemorated in this sacra^ 
ment. 

. iTpq. But sure, Sir, all Christians are not so thought- 
less'; they must have some reasons for neglecting so ne- 
cessary a duty, as you seem to represent it, 

Mies, Tliere may be reasons and scruples for absent- 
ing for a time ; but, generally speaking, some of these 
following are the true reasons, why men turn their backs 
upon the Lord's Supper, when invited to it, let them pre ^ 
tend what they please. 

Either they live in some known sin, which they wifl not 
at present resolve to forsake ; or this world, its business 
or pleasures^ have taken such possession of their hearts, 
that they have no time even to think of their souls, or 
of what must come hereafter : Or lastly, they delude 
themselves with a faint purpose, that thus it shall not al- 
ways be with them ; that some time or other they will 
make the care of their souls their great concern. But 
suchpersons should consider, that while they thus des- 
pise one of the greatest instances of God's love, they con- 
tinue in a sin which too nearly resembles the denial of 
their Lord and Saviour : more particularly they should 
reflect, that by persisting in such a wilful disobedience to 
Christ's positive command, they have no well-ground- 
ed assurance, that any of their prayers will be granted : 
for as Christ's death is the only solid foundation o^ favour 
with God, so his mediation is the only channel, through 
which it is to be conveyed to Christians, Whether, there - 

14 
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fore, those who refuse to comm^xQorate the one, csfti Uf 
any just claim to the other, is left to eveey man's serious 
meditation : and they should consider with what face 
they can hereafter appear before their Saviour in judg^ 
ment, whom they refused to remember in his ordinance 
here on earth ; it having been observed, that whatever 
l^eeps a man from the sacrament, after he has been in* 
structed in the true nature of it, will, generally fipeaUng) 
hinder him from going to heaven. 

Inq, Csoi a Christian know whether he hath gone to 
this sacrament as he ought to have done, so as to hope fov 
the blessings attending it? 

Mi99, That will best be known by the manner of his 
life afterwards : if a person went as a true penitent;, ha 
wilLbe very careful of falling into the sins he hath repent- 
ed of. If he was indeed grieved with the remembrance 
of his sins, and the burden of them was intolerable ; if he 
did in good earnest purpose to lead a new life, be will be 
more careful to beg of God to enable him to do so. If ^e 
went with a lively faith in God*s mercy through Christ, 
that faith will appear in a better obedience to God's laii^s. 
If he had a thankful remembrance of Christ's death, the 
grateful acknowledgement of that invaluable blessing will 
constrain him to live so as to please his merciful Redeem- 
er. Lastly, if he went with a truly charitable dinposition 
to the sacrament, he will afterwards make the love of 
Christ the pattern of his love to all others ; he will for* 
give, and give, and love, as becomes a disciple of Jesiia 
Christ, 

/w^r. Will not the blessings which Christ hath obtain- 
ed by his death, as represented by this sacrament, encou* 
rage Christians to hope for salvation without amendment 
of life? 

MUs. Ignorant and unthougbtful people may delude 
themselves with such vain hopes ; but all well instructed 
Christians shall know, that though Christ died for the sal- 
vation o^all? yet those only shall actually enjoy the bene- 
fits of his death, who live according to the will and com- 
mands of him who died for them ; that there will be no 
forgiveness of sins without rq^entance, and a thorough 
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feformation of life ; and that the strictest adherencier to 
this or any other positive ordinance of God will not avail 
without an earnest and sincere endeavour to perform th^ 
whole will of God, as it respects him, our neighbour, and 
ourselves. 

Inq. I cannot, Sir, but be very thankful for the g^'eat* 
pains you have taken to instruct me, and to make mc un- 
derstand the nature and benefit of the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; and indeed, Sir, I am very desirous to 
be baptized, if you know of nothing that ought to hinder 
me. 

Misa. I would not hinder you one moment ; but that I 
have one thing more to make you sensible o^ before I 
would encourage you to be baptized. And this is, the 
delusion, the danger, and the mischief, of being a Chris- 
tian without Christianity^ 

Inq, Indeed, Sir, I do not understand yoti. 

Miss, I will explain to you what I mean, ' when you 
come to me again. In the mean time^ I shall pray God 
to keep you in this good disposition, and from every 
tl^ng that may any way hinder your true conversion. 

THE PRAYER. 

Almiortt God/ who gavest thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to suffer death for our redemption, give me grace 
to keep up the remembrance ef this great mercy. Grant 
that I may never be ashamed to confess the faith cf 
Christ crucified ; that I may never despise the blessings 
he has purehased ibr me, nor the means of grace which 
he hath ordained ; which I most humbly beg for the Sike 
of the same Jesus Christ our Lord, jfmen. 



DIALOGUE XX. 

The delusion^ the dangery and the mischie/f q/* beUigi 
. Christiana without Chriatianity^ 

Inquirer. Most kind Sir, I left you with a very cHra- 
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ost desire of being baptized ; but you said ^rou bad sotne- 
tbing of moment to say to me, bctore I was to take upon 
me the character of a Christiau : for that reason 1 am 
come now to wait on you. 

JMisaionanj. To tell you the tinith, then, notwithatand^ 
mg the pains I have taken to instruct you, and to show 
you both your trhe intei^cst awl your great danger in not 
following it} I cannot but be afraid, lest, when you ccHne 
to be more conversant with the world, and instead of find- 
ing the good fruits which you might naturally expect fixHlft 
so excellent a religion, you should find amongst too manf, 
professing that i^ligion, little or no fear of God, nor anf 
true concern for themselves, or for what must come here«- 
after ;-^ cannot but be afiaid therefere, lest, seeing this^ 
you should be tempted to suspect the truths 1 have toM 
you, and so either renounce Christianity, or else contest 
yourself, as too many do, with the boiYowed name <^ a 
Christian, and with mere shadows of religion, withottt en* 
deavouring after that substantial holiness, without which 
no man must ever hope to be happy, 

Inq, I am thankful for your concern for me, and I shall 
hear with attention the instructions you will be pleased to 
give, for preventing my fall. 

Mias* You must know then, that the Christian religioa 
is intended by God to cure the corruption of our natOre, 
^nd to make us happy, by making us holy, just and good^ 
by making Christians the bast neighbours, the kindest 
masters, the most faithful servants, the best husbands and 
wives, the most careful and tender parents, and the most 
dutiful children, the juste st magistrates, and the- most 
most faithful and obedient subjects ; and, above all, the 
devoutest worshippers of the true and only God, and stnct 
observers of his laws. Now my fears are, that when yott 
shall see too many Christians live without any regard to 
these duties, /2rQ/5?s«m^ to know God^ but in their VHftks 
denying him ;* I say again, I cannot but be afraid for you, 
lest you should forget the holy covenant you made with 
God, when you were baptized, and fall insensil^y mto the 
way of the world, which leads to destruction. 

• Bom. i. 2J. 
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Inij. Pray, Sir, what do you mean by the way of the 
World ? 

Misa. I mean, that sad, but top common delusion, of 
being Christians without Christianity s that is, olf profess- 
ing to obey the laws, and to follow the example of Christy 
Hod at the same time leading careless and unchristian 
litres ; by which 'God is exceedingly dishonoured ; the 
gospel despised ; and too, too many deceived to thelf 
everlasting ruin ; the ill consequences of which can ney* 
ut be sufficiently lamented ; for the poor heathens ob« 
ierftng, that these people call themselves Christians; 
and yet seeing them corrupt in their manners, contemns 
ers of the God they worship, and his laws ; minding nei« 
ther his promises nor threats ; but having their hearts 
Wholly set upon their worldly interests or pleasures} 
they, seeing this, do very naturally conclude, that if such 
people as these can think themselves secure of happiness 
m the next life, no one needs to be concerned wheth« 
er he be an heathen or a Christian in this. 

Inq. You remember. Sir, what I told you before, that 
this very thing had once made me resolve never to think 
of becoming a Christian ; till you assured me, that such 
as these are no true Christians ; but are either wholly 
ignorant of what they profess, or deceive themselves with 
the tlwQghts, that there is something in the very name 
of a Christian, which may recommend them to the favout 
of God, and save them from his displeasure, and their 
own ruin. 

Miaa. I told you the truth, and what the Son of God 
hath commanded all mankind to take notice of; < that not 
every one who calls himself a Christian, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but such only as do the will of 
his Father, which is in heaven, and observe his laws.** 

Inq* I shall be very thank^l, if you wiH let me know 
who they are that thus delude and deceive them, that I 
may not follow them to my ruin. 

Miaa. I must first tell you, that there are those a- 
mongst us, who, being wise in their own conceits,t wiH 
not receive the Son of God as their Teacher, nor hit 

• Matt. vU. 31. t Rom. xiL 16, 
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^spel as ^e rule of their fiuth smd taantiers s now these 
men often lead into very dangerous errors such people as 
fb not know or consider^ upon what certain proofs the 
truths of the gospel are most surely betieved amongst 
tis. 

. Ing, I hope my belief in the gospel is confirmed suffix 
ciently, both by the many and woiKlerfnl nuracles of 
Christ, and especially by his resurrection from the dead.* 

Mi9^. But you must not forget, that your faith, and the 
increase and continuance of it^ is the gift of God $ which 
you must pray for, as ever you hope to be preserved free 
from error. 

Ing, Well, it is strange, however, that people of under* 
standing in other things, who cannot but see haw much 
we are apt to be mistaken in the common affairs of life, 
should, in matters of the greatest concern, wholly dep^id 
upon their own wisdom and power, even where God hath 
undertaken to dii*ect and assist us. 

Miss, You will not wonder at this, if you remember, 
"what hatii been so often repeated and proved ; that such 
is the corruption of our nature, that when any man, 
tiirough a proud conceit of his own wisdom and strength, 
Bhall provoke God to forsake and leave him to himself 
that man will be capable of believing and doing the most 
unreasonable things, to which an evil spirit, or his ow0 
corrupt heart, can tempt him* 

Ing^ Pray, Sir, what other mistakes are there amongst 
Christians, which endanger their salvation ? 

Miss. There are too many, who, for want of attentipi^ 
to the good instructions which are given them, consider 
not how they live, nor what ivill become of them when 
they die ; who kiK)W not the evil of sin, nor the mischiefs 
it has brought into the world ; how hateful it is to an 
holy God, how strict his commands are to avoid it, and 
what the portion of sinners in the next life is to be, and 
therefore propose no otbei* end to themselves, in this life, 
but only to live and die as easy as they can. Beside 
those who walk in darkness s and know, not whither thej^ 
^a,t and are secure, because ignorsnl ; there* are others^ 
that are even afraid of being instructed. 

* Acts iL 22, Romans i. 4. iJobn xii. 35. 



Ingi Thatia strange indeed* 

Mm* But it is true : and the reason is, because, if we 
4ieal £aiithfttUy with ^ners, we mua^t testify agrnnat themf 
that their deeds are evU,* and that they are in very g^reat 
danger, if they do not forsake their beloved sins : and 
then they wiU hate both us, and those unweleome truths, 
whieh condemn theiui and their way of life ; i\o wondeif 
^lerelbre, that both these sorts of Christians, by their uu* 
righteous Uves^ furnish unbeiiev^ers with arguments for 
persisting in their obstinacy, and hazard th^r own salvar 
tlon* 

There are others also, who have been better in&rmed» 
and perhaps well inclined ; but, suffering their hearts to 
be possessed with the- love of the world,! its business, 
riches, or pleasures, they lose thereby the knowledge 
and remembrance of the ti'uth, and forget their good pur- 
poses, and fall into a way of living which the christian v&f, 
ligion cmidemns, and which will be punished with the 
loss of heaven and happiness*. And there are too noany, 
whO) having not £ast off all fear of God, and c^meern for 
their souls, do yet content themselves with a punctual 
performance of the external part of reUgion, vainly thinkr 
ingthatan outward shew of reiigious worship will atone, 
for the want of that inward purity of heart, wliich is in» 
dispensably required from every Chrisliars. 

Ing. I would be glad to know, who this sort of mistak- 
en Christians are. . 

Miss* Beside those alteady nkontiooed, there are inar 
»y, who, though they know themselves not to be in the 
way of salvation, make their minds easy, by purposing to 
repent, and be converted ; foolishly bupposing that re- 
pentance is absolutely in their own power ; at the same 
time provoking Gody who alone can give them the grace 
of conversion, to leave them to their own choice and 
destruction. 

Others flatter themselves, that i^epentance, and a 
change of life, are only required, where people have been 
guilty of great and scandalous sins,, such as murder, 
adultery, and the like ^ not considering that a man^who 

 John vii. T. f Matt. xiii. 22: . 
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h innoceDt of great crimes, oiay be far frbm being a true 
ChristiflB) and in the inray of s^vation ; the best of tnea 
standing in need of repentance and pardon, and of tto 
mercy of God. 

Ing, I haye heard, that Christians do depend \erf 
znuch upon the goodness and mercy of God. 

MU9. And so they may, and ought to do, proTided 
they do not deceive themselves, by abusing his mercy, 
which is intended to lead men to repentance, and amend- 
ment of life. . 

Ing» Pray, how do men abuse this mercy of God ? 

ilfi«#. When they continue to live in any known sin, 
or wilfully neglect any duty ; and yet hope, that God of 
his great mercy will forgive them, 

Inq, You have often mentioned the corruption and 
weakness of human nature.^ ^^' Will not this plead onr ex- 
cuse, and prevail with so ^good and merci^l a Being t& 
pardon «uch as have not done what he hath commanded i 

Mi89, Yes : and he halh faithfully promised, that upon 
condition of their repentance, and amendment of life, (ac- 
cording to the terms and conditions in the gospel,) he will 
pardon the greatest sinners. 

Ing^ Perhaps they will say, that they are not abl^^to 
perform these conditions. 

Alisa. What would you think of one who should make 
that an excuse, and yet would be sorry to be made able, 
only because he is unwilling to part with his sins. 

Ing. Such an one, loibe sure, complains without rea- 
son, and his ruin will be ivom himself. 

Mies. And yet this is the case of all careless and wicked 
Christians. God would have all his creatures happy ; 
he knows that man can never be happy, till his corrupt 
nature be mended ; he4ias therefore, as I told you before, 
appointed the Christian reli|;ion, as the most effectual 
means of our recovery from sm unto holiness. By which 
We are taught to depend upon the Almighty power of 
God, even that Mmighty flower which rained Jestn 
Chriatjrom the dead^ to raise us from the deaA of sin 
unto the life of righteousness, by enabling us to see^ to 

* Bom. vL 4. - 
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us, and to restore t»a to the image of God, in which man 
was at first created. Christians, therefore^ do but dehkte 
themselves, and blaspheme God, when they pretend thejr 
cannot do what he requires of them, in order to their hap- 
phiess. 

And, to name no more ways at present, by which men 
deceive themselves to their ruin : very great is the num- 
ber of such as depend upon a death-bed repentance, §ov 
the making their peace with Gods and fitting themselTet^ 
for heaven ; living in the mean time wkhout God in the 
world, neither fearing his ang^r, nor regarding his prom« 
ises. 

Ing, Indeed, Sir, these are all sad mistakes, and I hope, 
I shall not fall- into any of them, 

Mi»». I hope so too ; but then you must be very hum* 
ble, and always fear for yourself, and beg of God to keep 
you from such uptakes, which are the ruin of so many, 
who yet call and think theisselves to be* Chiisti&ns ; 
otherwise your being made a Christian will not secure 
you from danger. 

Inq* Pray, Sir, what are the things which are most 
likely to offend the good Spirit of God, and force him to 
forsake such as are dedicated to him, Bsd put under Ma 
protection? 

Mhsm In the Jirst place. Christians do grieve that good 
Spirit, by neglecting to improve the graces bestowed 
upon them ; for, as I told you before, this is a rule of the 
gospel, That to him who mak€9 good ute of the favours 
which God hath given him^ God will give more i and he 
thai vfUl not do «o, ahall lose what he had,* 

Inq, I hope I shall not forget this rule of truth. 

Miss* In the next place, a Christian runs the hazard of 
losing the help and comfort of the Spirit of God, by re- 
turning into that way of life, and to those sins, which he 
renounced at hia baptism ; especially when he faUs intOj^ 
and continues in, any known and wilfol sin ; for then, he 
will naturally hate GU>d, and God will forsake him. 

Inq. Hate the God that made us ! 

< Matt. »iii. 12, 
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J!^94 Whfy s^vumstraufttt ^ as you tbmk that is^ it 
IS cerUinly true : for any man, wbt^^e eonscience tells 
him) that he i» always doings that which must oifehd an 
^olyt just) and powerful God, cannot but wish there was 
so such Being to call him to an account) and to punish 
him ; nor can he possibly lave such a Being. 

Thirdly ; another way of grieving the Holy Spirit is 
by neglectipg) which in truth is despising, those means 
of grace, which Jesus Chtkt hath appointed to bring men 
into, and to keep them in, the way of salvation. 

Inq. I have not forgotten what you have formerly told 
me ; that the hearing and seriously thinking of tht Word 
of God, in which a Christian's duty is contained, as well 
as the promises to encourage, and the punishments to de- 
ter us, is one of those means you speak of, most pro- 
per to convert men, and to keep them in the favour of 
God, 

Miaa^ And the others are ; the holy ordinances trhich 
Clirist himself hath appointed ; the one to receive meti 
into hi^ ch^tch^ and the other to enable them to grow in 
grace. 

Nqw, as the use. of these means, joined with earnest 
prayer to God, for light to discover what is evi^ in us, 
and for powder to root it out, is the sure way of preserving 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit^ so, when any Chrts- 
tiaui depending upon his own reason, wisdom, or power, 
and forgettkig that all <mr sufficiency to do any goodj 
U of Gody* does neglect these meaQs,^the good Spirit 
will forsake such a pers<»i, and leave him to himself, 
a|)d to the delusion and government of evU spirits,- which, 
without a sincere repentance^ will be his ruin. And most 
of all, when he trusts to any thing, he has done as merito- 
Tious ill the sight of God, instead of that, which Christ 
has done and suffered for him. 

Jtng, This, I hope, will be a warning to me, never to 
neglect these means of grace and safe^. 

Mka, And I hope tpo, that you will never forget to 
give God the-:g]ory of all the good you do; for be 'assur;< 
ed of this, that neither the reasonablieaessof any duty, nop 

 fi Cpr. iji. S. 
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U^e baseness of any sin, nor any olher con^deration^ can 
enable you to dp what is good, and well pleasing to Qodv 
or to avoid what is evil, but only his grace, and that good 
Spirit, to which you are dedicated at your baptism. To 
him you m^st app\y for light to see your duty, and for 
strength to perform it; and to him you must give all the 
glory. 

Inq. Since there are so many bad Christians to be met 
with, I should be giad to know who they are whose 
example I may safely follow. 

Miss. I would not advise you to make the lives and ac* 
tions of other people altogether a pattern for you to fol- 
low ; but always rather have an eye to what you believe 
will please or displease God, and what you know he has 
commanded or forbidden : although good and bad Chris* 
tians may, for the most part, be known by the lives they 
lead, as a tree is known by its fruit. 

When, therefore, you see men pay a great regard to 
God and his laws, honouring his holy name, and his word, 
and every tiling belonging to him ; when you see them 
just, and kind, and merciful, «nd not given to revengQi 
but ready to forgive, and give, and love^ as becomes the 
followers of Christ; when you see them temperate and 
chaste, modest and humble, and dealing with others as 
they themselves would be dealt with ; you will have 
reason to take these for good Christians, if you are con« 
vinced, that they do these things out of love and obe- 
dience to God, and as the fruit of faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

On the other hand, if you see among those who call 
themselves Chnstians, such as make no conscience of 
their ways, but lead careless, idle, useless, or disorderly 
lives ; exceeding fond of the world, and its vanities ; and 
striving to be rich and great, at any rate ; if you' see any 
that live in adultery or fornication, or that are drunkards, 
spendthrifts, covetous, or oppressors ; if you see parents 
unconcerned for their children's etei*nal welfare, husbands 
and wives forgetting or breaking (heir marriage vows ; 
. masters and servants acting in the course of their beha- 
viour, as if they were insensible that they have a Master 
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IB heaTtti; if you see men in power regardless of the 
hODOiir oi thai God, whose representatives they are ; 
yott may be svltCj that these, and such as these, are Chris- 
tiaiiB withoQt Christiamty, and will be liable to a most 
severe judgment, lor their opposing the gracious designs 
d €vod, and of hia Sod Jesus Christ. 

Inq. Pray, Sir, what do you mean by that ? 

Mk9, Why, God is so good and tuerciful, that he 
would have all men to be saved j and to come to the know^ 
ledge of the truth * 

Now, all such as, usurping the name of Christians, do 
lead unchristian lives, these oppose their Maker in his 
most gracious designs, bringing an evil report upon Chris- 
Uanity, as if nothing good we^ to be got by it, making^ 
the ignorant heathens to take that for Christianity, which 
is &r from it ; by which they hinder such as might other- 
irise desire to become Christians ; they confirm unbe- 
lievers in their infidelity, and serve all the designs of sa- 
tao in oppo»ng the kingdom of Chnst ; and therefore 
iBttst of necessity be more hateful to God, and their 
punishment be greater, than that of the heathens, as much 
as they now despise those poor people. 

Tnq. You have convinced me, Sir, of the danger of 
being a Christian without Christiamty. Will you be so 
kind as to shew me how I may avoid failing into such a 
way ^ life, as, it seems, too many do ? 

Mias, In the first place, consider what a blessing it is, 
that you are not stilt in darkness, but that you are come 
to the knowledge of your Maker, and of the way to please 
him ; whereby you will be happy when you die, what- 
ever your lot may have been in this world. 

And, in the next place, keep it always in your mind, 
that this God, whom you have chosen to serve, is every- 
where present ; so that if at any time you offend him, 
you offend in his very presence a Being, who hath power 
to punish you forever. 

Be careful to keep yourself always sober : drunken- 
ness and intemperance disorder our reason, and make 

• I Timothy iL 4. 
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US forget our best resolutionsi and the dangpers which 6Q» 
compass us. 

Do not set your heart upon this vorldy its honoursi 
riches, or pleaalires ; for, besides that you must sooft 
leave them, they will be apt to make yea forget what 
you will gain or lose by being a good or bad Christian. 

Never fancy that any sin is small ;. ^ £br the least known 
isini continued in, will lead to a greater \* and, if you should 
provoke the Spirit of God to forsake you, you will be 
capable of committing the very greatest crimes. Hu- 
man nature, as it is now corrupt, is the same in all men i 
We are all subject to temptations ; and if ever, by our 
repeated crimes, we should force the Spirit of God to 
leave us to ourselves, no man can tell, no man can foresee^ 
what barbarous wickedness hejshall be tempted to commit ; 
nor what unwelcome, unlooked-for calamities he may bring; 
upon himself, while he goes from sin to sin^ tiil he meets 
with destruction* For no man continues long at one cer^. 
tain pitch of wickedness ; for not only one evil h^it be« 
gets another, but the more a man sins, the less capable^, 
he makes himself of judging what sin is, and the dread* 
ful consequences of continuing in it. And the inEuences 
of God^s Holy Spirit, and the gracious interpositions of 
Providence, have still less effect upon his mind and sou^ 
till he has quite forgotten his Maker^ till he has filled up 
the measure of his iniquities^ and till he meets^ with de.-^ 
stt action, generally in this world, as well as the next 

Whenever, therefore, you are sensible you have done 
amiss, delay not one moment to beg of God to pardon, 
you for Christ's sake, and to give you. grace to do so na 
more. 

And forget not an excellent rule^ which I have for- 
merly mentioned^, to direct you in most actions^ of mo^ 
ment : ^ Do not, at your peril, undertake any things 
which you cannot with confidence beg of God to bless 
and prosper you in/ 

Lastly, and above all, remember, what c^not too of- 
ten be repeated, that without faith, a faith which depends 
€n the merits of Jesus Christ for salvation, a faith which 
wor keth by love, which purifies the heart, overcomes the 

is 
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world, and keeps the commandments of God ; you cao^ 
not possibly live asbcomes a true Christian. 

Inq. I beg you will explain what you mean by this. 

Mist, By this faith we mean a deep, real sense, and 
firm belief, of the mercy and love of God, for his poor 
fallen and lost creatures, and his kind proposal by his 
own Son to make them happy forever. This is that sav- 
ing faith, which will lead a Christian most powerfully to 
love God, and obey his Son Jesus Christ, to whom he 
hath given all power in heaven and earth : this is that 
fyth which will purify your heart, will lead you to re- 
pentance, and keep you in the way to eternal life ; and 
this is what you must beg of God, for tliis faith is his 
gift ; and that he may increase it in you unto your life's 
end. 

Inq. I hope I shall never forget to pray for so neces^ 
aaiy a grace. 

Mis9. I have only a few questions to ask you, in order 
to your being baptized, which you must answer (to God^ 
when 3^u are called upon to make a public profession of 
Christianity* 
' And first, consider whether there are any ways of life, 
or customs, which at present you are fond of, which you 
will not utterly forsake, when you shall be convinced, 
that they are forbidden by God, or displeasing to him. 

Inq. I know of none which I will not forsake, in order 
t6 please God. ' 

Mi89, Will you sincei'ely devote youself to €rod, the 
Father and Maker of all tilings, that you may become his 
faithful servant unto your life's end ? 

Inq. \ purpose, by this help, to do so, and become 
such. ' • 

Mis9. Will you, with the same dncerity, devote your- 
self to his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, for whose sake 
God has prondised to pardon all your sins, to receive 
you into favour, and to make you happy, if you continue 
to obey him all your days f 

Inq, This I fully purpose to ^o. 

Mia, Lastly, will you dedicate and devote yourself 
to the Holy Ghost, that good Spirit, that he may, by his 



in 

alUpoverfal grace and help, keep you from sm and wick* 
edness, and assist you in the way of holiness and happi- 
ness, that you may never be a reproach to that religion 
which you are going to profess ? 

Inq» I wDl most thankfully dedicate myself to Mm> 
that, by his assistance, I may be able to please God, and 
perform what 1 have promised. 

Mi88. You will not fail to do so, if yoii often consider^ 
that your everlasting happiness or misery will depend 
upon your observing or neglecting the vows and promis- 
es you make at your baptism. 

And if, to this, you add your sincere prayers to God,, 
to direct and bless you in the work you are desirous to 
undertake, he will most surely hear your prayers, and 
grant your petitions. 



[The two following' Prayers, having- been omitted while copy- 
ing a few of the first pages from the second edition, are here in* 
serted from the eighth : j 

PRAYERybr the close of Dialogue hfiage 29. 

Enlarge thy kingdom, O God, and deliver the world 
from . the dominion and tyranny of satan. Hasten the 
time, which thy Spirit has foretold, when all naticxis, 
whom thou hast made, shall worship thee, and glorify 
thy name. Bless the good endeavours of those who 
strive to propagate the truth, and prepare the hearts of 
all men to receive it. To the honour of thy holy name. 
Jimen*  

pRAYEuybr the cloee of Dialogue II, fiage 34. 

O God, the fountain of all wisdom, I most humbly 
beseech thee to enlighten my mind, that 1 may come to the 
knowledge of thee, and of thy goodness. Give me a seri* 
ous, an understanding, and a religious heart, that as I 
grow in years, I may grow in grace. Bless all the 
means of salvation which thou hast afforded me, and es- 
pecially this instruction, that it may sink into my heart, 
and bring fcMth in me the fruit of good living, to the hon*- 
o ur aod praise of thy holy name. Jimenj, 



SELECT SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER. 

Matt. ti. 10. Thy kingdom come. 

Mat the kingdoms of the world become the king-^ 
•doms of the Lord, and of his Christ 1 

O thou who art the Maker and Redeemer of all, have 
mercy upon all whom thou hast made and redeemed ; 
and grant that none may make themselves incapable oT 
that happiness which Jesu& Christ hath putxhased with 
his most precious blood. To this end, we beseech thee 
to bless the pious endeavours of all persons and socie- 
ties, which strive to propagate the gospel ; that its divine 
truths may be received in all the world ; that thy ways 
may be known throughout the earth, tliy saving health, 
among all nations ; that thy name may be great among 
the heathen, and reverenced and adored by all those that 
are yet strangers to thy most glorious perfections. Have 
pity upon all those miserable people, who still sit ia 
darkness, and want the necessary means of instruction ; 
and grant that, by the preaching of the gospel, they may, 
in thy good time, be delivered from their ignorance, idol- 
atry, and the bondage of satauv in which they have been s& 
long enslaved And may thy good providence reveal 
the means by which thy kingdom may be enlarged, and 
the whole earth filled with the knowledge of the Lord ! 

Grant this, O merciful God, for Jesus Christ's sake : 
to whom with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, be all honour, 
glor/, dominion, and power, forever and ever. Amcn^ 



THE END. 
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